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T  O      T  H  E 

MERCHANTS 

TRADINCTOTHE 

NORTH-WEST     COAST 

AMERICA. 

Gentlemen, 

1  HE  immenfe  diftance  to  which  you  extended  the  commerce 
of  your  country,  by  fitting  out  ved'els  to  trade  on  the  north-wefl; 
coall  of  America,  gave  the  world  fulficient  caufe  to  admire  your 
public  fpirit ;  and  the  nation  chearfully  acquicfced  in  the  ex- 
pences  of  an  armament,  which  obtained  fatisfaftion  for  your 
loil'es,  at  the  fame  time  it  adcrted  the  undifputed  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


The  geography  of  that  part  of  America  has  received  more 
improvement,  from  the  refearches  of  the  pcrfons  cntruiled  with 
your  commercial  concerns,  than  could  have  been  expcfcled, 
when  we  confider,  that  their  objeft  was  trade  and  not  difcovery ; 
as,  by  their  means,  the  accounts,  both  of  De  Fuca  and  De 
Fonie,  have  been  rcfcued  from  that  oblivion  to  which  they  were 
configned  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  Court  of  Spain. 
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The  advantages  likely  to  accrue  from  a  communication  be- 
tween the  two  leas,  mud  be  an  objcft  worthy  your  notice,  and 
the  public  look  forward  to  the  refult  of  your  future  equipments, 
in  e.\pe6iation  that  they  will  determine  a  queftion,  which  has  fo 
long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  geographer,  as  well  as  the 
merchant.  For  which  reafon  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  fubmit 
the  following  pages  to  your  confideration,  and  I  fliall  feel  a  fe- 
rret fatisfadion,  fliould  they  in  any  wife  conduce  towards  the  ac 
complifliment  of  an  obje6l  fo  defirablc. 
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PoRTSEA  Town, 
Sept.  22,  1793. 


I  am, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient. 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  GOLDSOX. 
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1  HE  liberal  rexvard  zchich  the  Icgifuiture  has  provided  for  ike 
difcovny  of  o,  communi cation  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  is  a  fufficicnt  proof,  that  the  fubjcd  of  the  following 
jlceets  is  of  confiderahle  importance;  and  though  it  ccafed  to  be 
an  object  of  popular  animadverjion,  after  the  failure  of  the  voyage 
■which  was  undertaken  by  fubfcription  in  the  year  1746,  yet  the 
attention  of  the  public  has  been  recently  engaged,  by  the  difcoveries 
made  on  the  north-wefl  coafi  of  the  American  continent. 


At  that  period,  when  it  became  no  longer  an  incitemeyit  to  fur- 
ther refcarches,  there  zcas  no  exifling  branch  of  commerce  which 
could  be  benefited  by  it,  excepting  that  invefled  in  the  Eqfl  India 
Company,  the  direSlors  of  which  had  given  up  all  ideas  of  a  paf- 
fage  ever  fince  the  return  of  Bylot  and  Baffin  in  the  year  1616. 
But  if  any  communication  do  cxifl,  it  ought  more  particularly  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  government  in  the  prefent  day,  as  it 
mufl  mnjl  affuredly  tend,  to  encreafe  the  value  of  the  trade  xohich 
has  been  cftablijhed  at  Noot/ui  Sound. 
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viii  PREFACE. 

The  fuccccdhg  pages  are  puhlijwd  zvith  an  intention,  to  offer 
[one  ohfervations,  which  I  Jlatter  myfclf  may  throw  new  light 
on  the  fuhjecl;  and  as  the  J} raits  xohich  have  obtained  the  general 
name  of  Anian,  and  Ih-;  opening  difcovcrcd  by  Be  Fonte,  are 
confidered  to  be  two  diftinEl  inlets,  contrary  to  the  received  opi- 
rdons  it  was  thought  better  to  divide  it  into  txoo  diJtinH:  memoirs. 


Itf 


I  was  led  to  examine  the  different  accounts  which  have  been  pu- 
hlijlicd  relative  to  the  Straits  of  Anian,  in  confequence  of  the  notice 
given  by  Monficur  Buachc,  the  French  geographer,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Academy  tf  Sciences  at  Paris  in  the  year  1790,  that  the 
journal  of  a  voyage,  performed  as  early  as  the  year  1598,  had  been 
lately  difcovcrcd  at  Cadiz ;  by  xchich  it  appears,  that  a  paffagc  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  was  then  effecled  by  one 
Ferrer  de  Maldonado,  an  officer  in  the  Spanifh  fervicc,  and  that 
the  S(rait,  through  xchich  he  pafjed  into  the  South  Sea,  obtained 
from  him  the  name  of  Anian. 

The  voyages  made  from  England  fubfcguent  to  Ibis  period,  for  . 
the  purpofc  of  difcovo  ing  a  north-xcefl  paffagc,  having  been  fitted 
out  in  confequcnce  of  the  relurn  of  CaMani  Lancafier  from  the 
Eajl  Indies,  xohcre  he  received  fume  intelligence  that  it  xcas  to  be 
found  in  latitude  62  deg.  30  min.  north,  in  the  north-xurfl  ofAme* 
rica,  and  as  the  commanders  fever  ally  appear  to  have  followed 
the  fame  track, as  far  as  circumf.inces  icould  permit,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  that  he  founded  his  report  from  the  knoidedge  he  had 

r^ained 


PREFACE. 

gained  of  f/iis  voyage,  and,  contrary  to  the  generally  received  opi' 
nion,  I  fuppofe  that  he  is  to  be  underjlood,  as  [peaking  of  the  wejl 
injlcad  of  the  eaft  fide  of  the  American  continent.  This  opinion 
is  fupportcd  by  the  maps  publijhcd  prior  to  the  I'jth  century,  in 
xvhich  the  ftr aits  are  placed  nearly  in  the  latitude  of  Cook's  River 
and  Prince  William's  Soun'^  their  Jituat ion  in  the  later  maps 
having  been  varied  according  to  the  caprice  of  the  geographer,  i>i 
confequence  of  the  reports  that  inlets  had  been  difcovered  by  diffe- 
rent navigators  in  latitudes  further  to  the  foutkccard. 

As  f  found,  in  the  profecution  oj  this  fubjccf,  it  xconld  be  ne- 
cejjary  for  me  to  refer  to  fever al  voyages  xohich  have  been  made  in 
the  north  of  America,  to  five  the  reader  the  trouble  of  having  re- 
coiirfe  to  a  number  of  other  books,  I  intended  to  prefix  a  fliort 
abridgement  of  fuch  as  zvcre  more  immediately  connected  xcith  the 
fubjecl ;  but  I  a/terxoards  thought  it  xcould  be  better  to  extend  the 
plan,  and  have  accordingly  given  a  conci/e  account  of  the  xchole,  in 
the  order  in  xchich  they  xvere  undertaken.  In  the  execution  of  this 
part  of  the  xcork  the  reader  will  perceive,  that  /  have  been  under 
confiderable  obligations  to  Mr.  Forflei's  Voyages  and  Difcovcries 
in  the  North,  and  at  the  fame  time,  I  map  eonfefs  the  afjijlance  I 
have  received  from  Monf.  Buachc's  Obfervalions  Geographiques  ct 
rh\p,jues. 
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Be  Pontes  report  has  been  the  fubjecl  of  much  controverjy,  in 
xJiich  the  opinions  have  been  fo  various,  that  the  account  was  ^p-.i- 
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dually  fall t)^g  ialo  general  difcndit,  zchcn  the'reiurn  of  Captain 
Cook,  xdio/i'  authority  zuas  eonfidcred  as  being  conclti/ive,  led  the 
leorld  to  fippofc,  that  the  whole  tens  a  mere  fabrication.  But 
later  difcovcries  have  given  it  authenticity,  and  that  part  of  the 
folloxvi)ig  pages  xehich  treats  on  this  Jiihjc^,  is  founded  on  the fc 
difcovcries.  Contrary  to  the  general  idea,  that  the  communication 
is  b\  means  of  the  Chrjterjicld  or  fume  other  Inlet  in  that  fitua- 
t/ou,  I  have  placed  the  opening  more  to  the  northccard,  commu- 
vicating  xii/h  Repnlfe  Bay,  which  has  not  been  explored,  except 
/')'  Middlctou,  xcko  only  /pent  onefiort  day  for  that  purpofe. 
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Jn  rcfpecl  to  th"  map,  it  zvill  be  proper  to  remark,  that  as  it  was 

ntended  to  elucidate  the  /iibjecl,  it  was  not  neceffary  that  it 

fiouid  he  conflrueUd  icith  the  fame  critical  exa&ne/s  as  ?f  it  were 

for  the  purpofe  of  navigation.     Thofe  parts  of  Maldonados  and 

Bcrnarda's  tracks,  xchich  are  to  the  northward  of  the  Coppermine 

River,  -were  omitted,  for  fear  of  extending  it  beyond  a  convenient 

pzc,  and  it   xcas  thought  better,  for  the  fame  reafon,  that  the 

readers  fiould  have  recourfe  to  the  common  maps  of  Baffin's  Bay, 

for  the  tracks  of  the  different  voyages  contained  in  the  Hiflorical 
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I  N  1'  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 


HE  revolutions,  that  have  taken  place  in  the  political  fyflem 
of  Europe,  are  more  decidedly  marked  in  the  maritime  ftates  of 
Italy  than  in  mod  other  countries.  In  the  prefent  day,  their  con- 
fequence  is  very  low;  but  they  are  well  known,  at  a  former  pe- 
riod, to  have  commanded  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  by  the  formidable  ftrength  of  their  fleets.  This 
great  extent  of  their  naval  force  was  acquired  by  their  fituat'on 
on  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean.  Their  proximity  to  a  fca 
fo  well  adapted,  by  the  mild  temperature  of  its  climate,  for  the 
purpofcs  of  navigation,  added  to  the  fecurity  which  the  freedom 
of  their  feveral  conditutions  gave  to  the  property  of  individuals, 
could  not  well  fail  to  excite  endeavours  favourable  to  the  exten- 
fion  of  their  commerce.  While  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  and 
Afia  Minor,  on  the  other  hand,  notwithftanding  they  enjoyed  an 
equal  advantage,  by  being  fituated  on  the  fame  fca,  yet  being 
deprelled  by  the  tyranny  of  their  conquerors,  and  having  no  fe- 
curity in  their  proper  y,  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  advantages 
of  their  fituation  to  foreigners.,  This  gave  Italy  an  opportunity, 
by  facrificing  to  the  avarice  of  the  Turkifli  government,  of  ob- 
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taining  from  time  to  time  a  monopoly  in  their  trade  ;  and  tlie 
prodiiic  of"  tlic  EaQ,  brought  to  the  Uiorcs  of  the  Red  Sea  and 
IVifian  Gulph,  and  forwarded  from  thence  by  caravans  to  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  found  its  way  lo  Europe,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Genocfc  and  X'enciian  merchants. 
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The  Italians  continued  to  enjoy,  unmf)lclled,  tiiis  lucrative 
monopoly  for  a  li?ries  of  ^ears,  until  the  I'ortugueze,  difcover- 
ing  another  channel  to  fupply  the  European  market,  gave  a 
check  to  their  trade,  and  formed  a  grand  epocha  in  the  hillory 
of  navigation. 

During  the  former  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  having  fuc- 
ceflively  difcovered  tiie  Cape  do  Verde  Illands,  and  the  coafls  of 
Guitiea  and  Congo,  the  Portugueze  extended  their  refearches  to 
the  foutlnvard  under  Bartholomew  Diaz,  who  failed  as  far  as  the 
fouthcrn  extremity  of  Africa,  in  the  year  i486,  which  he  named 
Cabo  de  todos  los  Tormicntos ;  but,  from  the  account  wliich  he 
gave  of  this  new  difcovery  on  liis  return  to  Lifbon,  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  feeing  the  profpcft   which  was   now  before  tiiem  of 
finding  a  ])aflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  called  it  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  name  it  has  retained  ever  fince.     Thus  were  they 
at  hdl  in  a  fair  way  of  accomplifliing  an  ohjefl,  which  had  em- 
ployed tlicir  attention  for  more  than  fe\cnt)'   years,  from  the 
time  they  liifl  gained  a  pofieffion  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  by  the 
conquefl  of  Ceuta  in  1415. 

The 
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There  arc  French  authors  who  contend  that  fome  vefTels  from 
Dieppe  vifited  the  Coaft  of  Africa  fo  early  as  the  beginning  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  and  it  is  afferted  that  a  map  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Court  of  Portugal,  prior  to  the  expedition  of  Diaz,  on 
which  the  fouihern  point  of  the  continent  was  marked  with  the 
name  of  Fontcira  di  Africa  ;  but  this  is  no  proof  that  the  Cape 
had  been  feen  by  any  European  before  him.  It  appears  rather 
to  have  been  the  produftion  of  fome  geographer,  who,  wifhing 
to  excite  the  attention  of  his  countrymen  to  the  difcovery  of  the 
Indian  feas,  collcfcted  the  opinions  of  the  ancients  on  this  fubjefl, 
and,  delmeaiing  the  track  on  a  map,  laid  it  before  the  King  of 
Portugal  for  the  dirc^dion  of  any  pcrfon  who  might  be  found  to 
undertake  the  voyage. 
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The  infant  Don  Himry,  benig  led  by  inclination  to  fludy  geo- 
graphy, became  the  patron  cf  every  expedition  for  the  difcovery 
of  new  countries.  His  ampi"*  fortune  was  wholly  expended  in 
educating  young  noblemen,  and  rewarding  the  learned  of  all  na- 
tions who  were  willing  to  enter  into  his  fervice.  The  place  of 
his  refidence,  near  Sagres  in  Algarve,  became  the  feat  of  the 
fciences  necelfary  to  promote  the  (ludy  of  navigation.  During 
the  fpace  of  more  than  forty  years,  from  i.juo  to  i  i^' },  he  con- 
tinued to  draw  the  attention  of  his  countrymen  towards  his  fa- 
vourite objetl.  The  fpirit  of  the  nation,  having  been  thus  habi. 
tuated  to  cnterprize,  could  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  this  im- 
portant difcovery.     Within  ten  years  after  the  return  of  Diaz, 
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Vafco  (le  Gama  failed  round  the  new  difcovcrcd  Cape,  and  after 
tiadini;  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Coaft  of  Malabar,  returned 
fafc  to  Europe,  loaded  with  the  produce  of  the  Eaft,  fufficient 
to  anfwcr  the  moll  fanguine  expeflations  of  the  adventurers,  and 
at  the  fanjc  time  giving  then\  firm  aflurances  of  fuccefs,  if  they 
would  extend  their  commerce  in  thofe  feas. 
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The  expence  of  landing  and  again  rcfliipping  goods,  which 
was  neccffarily  the  cafe,  in  their  pallagc  through  Egypt  and  Sy- 
ria, added  to  the  exorbitant  impofls,  wliich  were  often  arbitra- 
rily put  upon  the  trade  by  the  Turkifli  governors,  being  faved 
by  an  inmicdiatc  intercourfe  with  India,  the  Portugueze  adven- 
turers had  fo  decided  a  fuperioriiy  in  the  market,  that  in  a  few 
years  the  trade  of  Italy  with  the  Ea(l  dwindled  to  nothing.    Ha. 
ving  loll  the  means  of  fubfiflence,  their  feamen  were  forced  to 
feek  that  employ  in  other  flates,  which  the  misfortunes  of  their 
country  denied  them  in  tlu  Ir  own.     As  her  trade  declined,  fo 
declined  the  power  of  Venice.     After  having  been  one  of  the 
mod  confiderable  dates  in  Europe,  in  a  few  years  her  naval  force 
became  nearly  annihilated,  and  the  Turks,  gradually  dripping 
her  of  her  pofTclfions  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Morea,  left 
her  fcarcely  able  to  proteft  the  little  remains  of  her  commerce 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Barbary  pirates. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Portugueze  dimulated  other  nations  to  fol- 
low their  deps,  and  it  is  a  circumdance  which  has  been  heretofore 
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thought  worthy  of  remark,  that  Spain,  England,  and  France 
fliould  be  equally  indebted  to  Italy  for  men  to  conduft  thofe  ex- 
peditions, which  laid  the  foundation  of  their  prefent  maritime 
confcqucnce.  Spain  owes  her  American  poffelfions  to  the  enter, 
prifing  fpirit  of  Columbus,  a  native  of  Genoa  ;  Cabot,  a  Vene- 
tian, firft  difcovercd  Newfoundland,  in  the  fervice  of  England ; 
and  Verazzani,  who  hrll  led  the  Erenth  to  Canada,  was  a  Flo- 
rentine by  birth.  To  tiiis  remark  it  may  not  be  thought  impro- 
per to  add  a  (hort  obfervation  on  the  difference  of  their  refpec- 
tive  fates. 

Verazzani,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  fell  a  vi6lim  to  his  ardour 
for  the  undertaking,  being  cut  to  pieces  in  an  ambulh,  and  de- 
voured by  the  fava^cs  of  the  country  which  he  had  difcovered, 
by  which  means  the  country,  in  whofe  fervice  he  had  failed,  was 
deprived  of  the  f:itisfa6Uon  of  rewarding  him  for  his  merits,  as 
he  dcferved  [a). 
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The  days  of  Cqlumbus  wore  inortened  by  the  ingratitude  of  a 
a  people,  for  whom  he  had  opened  a  road  to  the  riches  of  a  new 
world,  and  the  monument    which  was  erefted  to  his  memory 

after 


(m)  Verazzani  fniltd  from  France,  in  the  fervice  of  Francii  the  Firll,  in  the  year  1 524 ; 
and,  after  coalling  the  continent  from  30°  north  tatitutk  along  the  coalh  of  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  hr  difcover.  d  a  country  in  the  latitude  of  56"  north,  which  he  called  New  Prante. 
He  is  faid  to  have  made  a  fecand  voyage,  and  Ramulio  pofitively  aflVrts,  that  he  and  his 
people  were  cut  to  pieces  and  devoured  by  the  natives  upon  iheir  landing. 
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after  his  death,  will  leniain  an  indfelible  difgrace  on  the  annals  of 
the  Spanifli  hidory. 


A  Caftila,  ya  Leon 

Nuevo  mundo  dio  Colon  (/>). 

Although  no  ttionument  covers  the  remains  of  the  firfl  difco- 
verer  of  Newfoundland,  yet  it  fliould  be  remembered,  that  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  his  merits  is  ftill  retained  in  the  breads  of  the 
Englifli  nation.  It  ought  likewife  to  be  recorded,  to  the  honour 
of  his  employers,  that  Sebaftian  Cabot  was  not  negleftcd  when 
his  age  rendered  him  incapable  of  conducting  their  refearches  ; 
but  that  he  was  honoured  with  the  diretlioa  of  their  aOairs,  as 
Governor  of  the  Company  eftabliflied  to  profecute  difcovcries, 
and  enabled  likewife  to  live  in  affluence,  by  the  emoluments  of 
his  office  as  grand  pilot  of  the  country  he  had  ferved  (c). 


Reafoning  upon  the  principle,  that  the  globe  being  a  fpherical 
body,  a  weflerly  courfe  Mould  bring  them  to  the  eaflern  pakts  of 
the  countries,  a  pafTage  to  which  had  been  opened  on  the  other 
fide  by  this  recent  difcovery  of  the  Portuguezc,  the  Spaniards, 

under 

(A)  To  Caftile  and  Leon  Colon  gave  a  raw  world. 

{()  Purchas  fays,  that  the  Rreat  preparations  making  for  the  war  with  Scotland  prevented 
Cabot's  profccuiing  his  difcoverics,  whereupon  he  went  to  Spain,  and  failed  up  the  river 
Plate.  He  was  Pilot  Major  of  Spain.  In  1549  he  returned  to  England,  and  was  conftituted 
Grand  Pilot  by  Edward  the  Sixth,  with  a  yearly  penfion  of  166I.  139.  4d. 
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under  the  command  of  Columbus,  fell  in  with  a  new  coniiaent 
in  1 192.  Afrcr  having  built  forts  to  proteft  their  troops,  in  the 
parts  they  firll  arrived  at,  they  rapidly  pudied  their  conquclls  to 
the  wcfl^vard,  and  in  a  few  }ears  edablillied  thcmfelves  at  Pana- 
ma, under  Nunez  de  Balbao.  A  new  objctl  now  engaged  their 
attention.  This  expedition  led  them  to  the  borders  of  another 
ocean,  and  they  found  that  America  was  divided,  by  a  vaft  ex- 
tent of  lea,  from  the  places  in  fearch  of  whicli  they  had  ventured 
to  depart  from  their  ufual  track,  and  to  crofs  the  Atlantic  bv  a 
route  which  no  navigator  had  been  bold  enough  to  explore  be- 
fore. Ha\ing  failed  in  their  original  plan  by  this  unexpecled 
difcovery,  they  continued  to  exaniiiu;  the  eallern  coafis  until 
Magellan  (li)  palled  the  fouihern  extremity  through  the  flraits, 
which  bear  his  name,  in  i^itj,  and  arrived  m  India,  pan  of  his 
fleet  returning  home  (ale  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
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The  wonderful  accounts  which  they  had  read  of  the  Indies  in 
the  relatiijus  of  Maieo  I'olo  and  others,  who  had  travelled  thi- 
ther bv  land,  being  verified  by  the  rcprcfcntations  of  thofe  wiio 
relumed  in  Magellan's  tieet,  the  northern  powers  of  Europe 
were  anxious  to  obtain  a  Iharc  in  the  golden  tralhc  ;  but  as  the 
voyage  was  rendered  fo  vciy  circuitous  by  a  pallage  fo  far  to  the 
foudiwaid,  and  as  Magellan  was  obliged  to  fail  into  the  other 
hemifphere  again  before  he  could  arrive  at  the  objeft  of  Ids  del- 

C  tination^ 

(J)  I  have  rt'tainal  the  old  orthogrPi^'iy ;  but  hii  nsmc  is  now  generally  fuppofcd  to  have 
been  M.igelliaens. 
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tination,  their  attention  was  called  to  another  route,  and  expedi- 
tions were  accordingly  fet  on  foot  to  find  a  pafTage  round  the 
northern  extremity  of  tht  fame  continent. 

An  Hiftorical  Abridgement  of  ihefe  attempts  will  be  here  in- 
ferled,  with  an  intent  to  fiiew  what  progrefs  has  been  made,  and 
how  far  the  feveral  voyages  have  been  conncded  with  each 

other. 
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Notwithstanding  the  Biniop  of  Ccuta,  and  the  other 

cc^miniffioncrs  to  whom  liis  petition  was  referred  by  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  confidered  the  idea  of  reaching  the  coafts  of  Japan 
by  a  weftern  route  as  vifionary,  Columbus  Hill  perfifted  in  his 
opinion  ;  and  determining  to  leave  no  means  untried  that  might 

C  2  promote 
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promote  liis  cquipmcnf  fct  out  with  an  Intention  to  folicit  the 
Court  of  Spain,  dilpatching  his  brother,  Bartliolonicw,  for  the 
fame  parpofc,  to  England  ;  who,  on  his  arrival,  prefcnted  to 
Ilcnry  the  Seventh  a  nic^p  of  ihc  woihl  drawn  by  Iiiinfi'lf,  in 
which  was  delineated  tlic  probable  exidence  of,  what  his  brother 
tontendcd  for,  a  padage  to  the.callern  parts  of  Afia,  bv  a  track 
dilFcrcnt  from  that  wiiich  the  Portuguese  had  difcovered  by  the 
Cape  oi  Good  Hope  (t). 


sm  r  \mT, 


I.  Tlie  propolals  oi^  Columbus  bc-ini;  founded  only  upon  con- 
jcfture,  tlie  expcncc  of  fiitin^i^  out  an  cxpechiion  without  a  cer- 
tain profj)cd  ol  gain,  was  an  unfurmountable  bar  to  his  fuccels, 
Willi  a  prince  whofe  ruling  paihon  was  a  third  for  gold.  But  the 
fulifcijuciu  difcovciies,  made  by  his  brother,  were  no  fooner 
known,  tluiii  ILiiry  began  to  regret  his  parliMioiu-,  and  inline-- 
(IkUcIv  grunted  a  commilflon  to  Sebadian  Cabot,  who  failed  in 
Mav  1  ji)7,  and  al'vcr  dii'covcring  the  illand  now  called  New- 
foundland,  explored   the  coad  as  far  to   tl;e  fouihward  as  the 

Chcfapeak, 


(,)  S.'veral  etuleavouri  li.ivc  been  tna^U  to  Jjlrafl  from  the  merit  of  C.  lurr.'.uis,  by  i;!fi- 
«Uiling  tliat  lie  gained  bis  kiiowleJgc  of  a  wellcrn  continent  from  a  pilot  of  Madeir.i,  who 
bad  bteii  cliivc.-  lli'jrc  by  a  ficrni  ;  and  ili.it  'le  v.:is  iikinvifc  infornK'd  of  the  poiribilitv  cf 
rtacl'.inj  Japan  Ii-.  a  wcllern  cnurfe  b)'  M;:rtiii  Uch.iim,  «!io  w.t.  liis  intimate  friend.  Hut, 
in  ju;li(f  to  h'^5  m-mory,  it  fiiouIJ  bj  remarked  that,  notwithllauding  Bchaini,  wiili  Roderic 
and  jcfi'ph,  t.^o  Jew  jbyfici.ins,  agreeab'y  to  th'  ordtrs  of  the  Kin;;  of  Portugal,  adapted 
the  adrnlabe  to  \\w  fiir['ofes  of  navigation  in  i^^~,  yet  he  did  not  make  his  (;iol>c  until  he 
»  tnt  10  refiJc  at  NuumVirg  in  nijZ  ;  conkqumtly  it  is  more  liicly  th  t  the  iJca  of  reach- 
in,  Japan  liy  a  wellorn  loutc  originated  with  Columbus  than  with  Itebaim,  as  B.trlholomfw, 
ha  b;olhcr,  dtlintaud  i:  on  liii  map,  which  he  prefented  lo  the  Ring  of  lingland  in  i^Sii. 
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Chefapeak,  being  mofl  uudoubtedly  tlie  original  difcoverer  of  -"•f^^^""''^ 
the  continent  of  America. 


II.  The  Portuguese,  anxious  to  fuperfcde  tlieir  neighbours,  and 
to  profit  by  the  difcoveries  which  were  daily  made,  as  foon  as  it 
was  known  that  Cabot  had  vifited  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland, 
difpaiched  Gafpar  dc  Cortcrcal  to  follow  the  fame  track.  He 
failed  from  the  Tagus  in  1-300,  and  having  coafled  the  eallern 
fide  of  Newfoundland,  flill  continuing  his  couifc  to  the  north- 
ward, fell  in  with  a  rounlry  which  he  called  Terra  dc:  Labrador, 
tlic  name  it  ilill  retains.  Some  autjiors  contend  that  he  faw  the 
opening  of  a  flrait,  Avhich  he  fuppofed  to  have  coiiununication 
with  the  fea  of  Japan,  to  u'hich  he  gave  the  name  of  Anian.  He 
made  a  fccond  v())'agc  to  exj)lorc  this  difcovcry,  but  peridu'd 
in  ilie  attempt,  as  did  likcwife  Michael  de  Cortereal,  who  under- 
took the  fame  voyage  with  two  fhips,  in  order  10  determine  the 
fate  of  his  brother. 


raRTmr  \r. 


.ric 

he 


Spain  and  Portugal  being  envious  of  each  others  power,  to 
prcNcnt  di'"j)utcs.  Pope  Alexander  VI.  drew  a  line  to  limit  their 
refpetli\e  expeditions,  dividing  the  globe  into  tuo  equal  parts  of 
180  degiecs  each,  beyond  which  neither  power  was  at  liberty  to 
extend  its  rcfcarches.  This  famous  boundary  was  denominat- 
ed the  linea  de  demarcation,  and  was  adjuded  at  Tordefillas  by 
a  t;caty  llgned  in  1  jQ.}.  But  both  nations  ha\ing  reciprocally 
broken  the  Uipulaiions  agreed  upon  by  the  treatv,  conHnifhoners 

were 
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were  appointed  to  adjuft  the  didercnccs,  and  ihcy  w<'re  at  length 
fiiiall)  fettled  by  a  treaty  figncd  at  Sara^oila  in  iii'Q,  I'V  vhich 
it  \\-as  agreed,  that  the  Hniits  of  1191  (hould  ren>. nn  in  full  force, 
and  that  the  Spaniard.;  fliould  giu-  up  their  prctenfions  to  the 
Molucca  Iflands,  in  confideration  of  ,0-0,000  ducats,  to  he  paid 
them  l)y  the  Court  of  Portugal.  This  agreement  between  the 
two  Courts  accounts  for  our  not  hearing  of  any  more  attempts, 
on  tlie  part  of    te  Portugueze,  to  difeover  a  pad'age. 

There  is  indeed  an  hearfay  account  of  a  voyage,  made  by  one 
Martin  Chaque,  in  1-335,  who,  according  to  the  aflidavit  of  one 
Cowles  prcfervi  (1  by  Purchas,  paffed  iiuuiy  iflands  and  a  gnlph 
near  Ne\,foundland,  in  about  59  deg.  north  latitude. 

Mr.  Buache  likewife,  in  his  Confideralions  Geographiques  ct 
Phyfiques,  relates  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  David 
Mclguer,  in  i(i()o,  who  went  from  Japan  to  H  [  deg.  north  lati- 
tude,  and  then  palled  between  Greenland  and  Spitzbergen. 


■  *"  i  -     I  '■ 


The  Englifli,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  turned  their  at- 
tention towards  America,  and  the  government  began  to  think  of 
reaping  fome  advantages  from  the  difcoveries  of  Cabot.  During 
the  reign  of  Henry  \TI.  there  appears  to  have  been  too  much 
indolence  in  the  adniiniflraiion  to  attend  to  concerns  of  this  na- 
ture, and  his  fuccciror  was  too  much  involved  in  his  wars  with 
France  and  Scotland,  and  his  difputes  with  the  Pope,  to  be  at 

leifure  to  reap  any  advantage  from  the  difcoveries  made  in  the 

reign 
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reign 
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reign  of  his  father  (/).  The  reigns  of  Edward  VI.  and  Mary 
were  too  fliori  for  the  nation  to  exert  itfelf  in  any  great  degree.  A 
company  was,  however,  eftabliflied,  and  fomc  voyages  made  to 
the  north  eaft,  under  the  dirtflion  of  Cabot,  who  was  chofen 
their  governor,  and  at  whofe  inllance  the  expeditions  were  fet  on 
foot,  by  VV'illoughby,  Burrow,  Sec, 

But  as  foon  as  Elizabeth  had  edabliflied  herfelf  on  the  throne, 
under  her  aufpices,  the  company  began  to  flourifli,  and  Sir  Mar- 
tin Frobiflier  was  intruded  with  the  command  in  three  fuccclFive 
voyages,  lot  on  fool  by  tlieni  to  the  north  wed  between  the  years 
157G  and  1 378. 

III.  In  his  firft  voyage,  he  went  out  with  three  fmall  fliips,  and 
faw  the  land,  in  (ii  dcg.  north  latitude,  on  trie  1  ith  of  July,  which 
he  fiippofcil  to  be  the  Frielland  heretofore  difcovered  by  Zcno. 
On  the  liHth  of  the  fame  month,  he  faw  land  again,  which  he 
took  for  the  coall  of  Labrador  difcovered  by  Cortereal  in  1500. 
On  the  1  ith  of  Augud,  he  found  himfclf  in  a  Ihait,  and  loll  a 
boat  with  fome  of  his  (ailors.  Having  feized  one  of  the  Indians, 
he  returned  home. 

IV.  In  his  fecond  vo/age,  he  arrived  in  the  fame  flrait,  whicli 
he  had  called  Frobifher's  Straits ;  but  finding  it  blocked  up  with 

ice 

(/)  C.ilxit  failcil  under  the  patronage  of  Henry  the  \'IIili ;  but  the  principal  cxpcncc  of 
the  voyage  was  defrayed  by  the  merchants  of  Brillol,  and  in  the  reign  of  Ikr.iy  the  VHIth 
two  lliips  wi.-re  f.-nt  on  diftovcries  at  tiic  iiUlancc  of  Robert  Thome,  of  Drillol,  v.hufc  fuh.r 
was  the  cliief  fupponer  of  Cabot's  expedition- 


^5 


^f 


i(>  HISTORICAL     ABRIDGE  iM  E  N  T 

-I^T!'!^     iff  on  ilif  jtli  of  Julv,  he  was  obli^i^cd  to  l.uul  with  his  boats,  and 
Kiiirnod  witlioui  having  been  able  to  come  lo  anchor. 

ii2!;'"i:^  \'.  The  (^iiccn.  lio^.-cxcr,  bt  imlj  iluisficd  wiiii  his  n-noit  of  the 
probiiliiliiv  of  reaching  the  coumiN'  ol  Kaihai,  bellowed  upon 
the  new  (hreo\(Mcd  hind  the  name  ol"  Mela  Ineogiiita,  and  or- 
dered liini  to  proceed  on  a  tiiivd  vo\age,  wuh  materials  to  build 
a  lort.  and  to  Iea\e  three  lliips  with  a  hundred  men,  under  the 
command  of  Captains  Fcnion,  Ui  (1  and  I'llpol.  He  failed  on  the 
Old  of  May,  i',7(S,  and  dileovered  Well  Friedand,  which  lie 
tailed  Wed  Kngland.  He  landed  hero,  and  took  jjollelhon  of 
it,  lindini^  the  luits,  tents  and  furniture  to  be  the  fame  as  he 
I'.ad  heritol\)re  feen  in  Meta  Incognita.  When  he  arrived  at 
Frobilher's  Straits,  he  could  not  penetrate  through  the  ice;  but, 
in  the  attem])t,  loll  one  of  the  Ihips,  which  contained  pan  of  the 
jnatericd>  for  the  intended  fettlemcnt.  Tlu'  Admiral  lent  one  ol 
his  vellels  into  an  inlet,  through  which  die  palled  into  the  Straits. 
He  explored  tie  numerous  idands  in  the  vicinity,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Warwick  Sound.  As  great  part  of  the  timber  for 
building  the  fort  was  lod,  he  gave  up  the  delign  of  leaving  the 
men  wh.o  were  intended  lo  winter  here,  and  returned  lo  Eng- 
land. On  his  return,  the  Bufs  Bridgewater  faw  land  in  57  dcg. 
30  min.  noith  latitude,  the  coaft  of  which  die  failed  along  for 
three  days  (g). 
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(^)  Qucic.  Is  this  the  Bufi)  IHand  Hill  retained  in  the  newed  charti .' 
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From  this  relation  it  appears,  that  Frobifhcr  difcovered  a  (Irait 
Ibmcwhere  about  the  latitude  of  62  ''' '?.  30  min.  This  has  been 
placed  upon  the  charts  in  the  fouthcrn  parts  of  Greenland;  and, 
notwithdanding  the  authority  of  Egcde,  wiio,  in  his  Ilidory  of 
Gre^-nland,  not  only  from  reports  received  from  the  natives,  but 
from  his  own  furvcys,  denies  the  exidencc  of  thcfe  flraits,  yet  the 
Meta  Incognita  has  been  continued  on  the  maps  of  Greenland. 
Mr.  Arrowfmith  lays  down  Frubiflicr's  rlifeoveries  on  the  other 
fide  of  Davis'  Sir.iits.  In  tcflimony  of  his  accuracy,  I  have  at- 
tended to  thi;  voyage  more  than  might  be  thought  neced'ary; 
but  wlu  never  a  ge(\grapher  deviates  Irom  a  long  eOablidied  po- 
fition  in  rel'pecl  to  the  fituation  of  a  country,  it  is  neced'ary  that 
tlu!  oblcrvations  of  the  diilerent  explorers  diould  be  thoroughly 
examined.  Kgede  appears  to  lia\e  been  the  firll  to  ha\e  darted 
any  objetlion  againil  the  exillcnce  of  thele  difcoveries  ol  Fro- 
bid'.cr,  in  the  ibulhern  part  of  Greenlani  (/;).  If  the  above  ac- 
count of  thcfe  \oyages  be  examined,  Arrowfrnith's  alteration  will 
appear  to  be  well  founded.  In  the  (ird  ^  oyage,  Fiobidier  law 
the  land,  which  he  fuj)pofed  lo  be  the  Fricdand  of  Zeno,  on  the 

D  nth 

(/■)  '  There  :irc  n  fjrcat  many  inlets  and  rivers  to  be  met  with  in  C>recnla;ui,  among  which 
'  the  principal  is  Baals  Kivcr,  in  64  degrees,  which  iias  been  navigated  i.S  or  20  Norway 
'  miles  up  the  country,  where  the  firll  Danilh  fcttlement  was  made  in  1721.  In  all  lea  charts 
'  you  will  find  laid  down  Frobilhcr's  Straits  and  Baer  Sound,  which,  they  pretend,  I'orm  two 

•  large  illanJ^  adjacent  to  the  main  land  ;  which,  1  think,  arc  not  to  be  found,  at  lead,  not 
'  upon  the  coall  ot  Greenland  ;  for  1  could  not  meet  v.'ith  any  thing  like  it  in  the  voyage  I 
■  undcriocU,  in  the  year  1723,  fuuthward,  going  upon  difcoveries,  though  I  went  to  60  degrees 

•  th.il  way  ;  but  at  prefcnt  the  ncwir  charts  lay  them  down,  the  northern  rt-ait  in  61,  the 
'  fouthcrn  in  62  degrees.    Some  of  tlic  ancients  which  Therraoder  follows  in  his  Greenland 

•  Ilillory,  place  them  between  61  and  60  degrees.'— Egede"^  Hillory  of  Greenland. 
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1  ith  of  July,  on  the  28th  he  was  on  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  and 
on  the   11th  of  Augiill  he  ciAiered  the  flrait.     In  ihe  fecond 
voyage  }ie  could  not  enter  it  on  account  of  the  ice.     Alter  his 
return  from  this  voyage,  the  Queen  gave  the  name  of  Mela  In- 
cogyiita  to  the  new  difcovered  country,  and  in  tlie  next  he  gave 
the  name  of  H'j/?  England  to  Wr//  fi  upland,  \vh'\c\\  he  dilc'overed 
on  the  20th  of  June,  where  he  found  the  huts,  &c.  of  the  natives 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  hud  been  ieen  before  in  the  Mcta  Incog' 
niia,  I  think  it  is  very  clear  that  Frobidier  went  frvnt,  Weft  Frief- 
land,  or  what  he  then  called  Welt  England,  in  fearch  of  the 
land  he  had  formerly  feen  ;  as  in  tiie  Hrll  vo\  age  he  law  the 
Friedand  of  Zeno  on  the  iiih  of  July,  and  touched  at  the  Coall 
of  Labrador  on  the  28ih  following,  a/lcr  ivhich  he  faw  the  llrait 
he  called  by  his  own  name.     In  this  llrait  was  the  Countels  of 
Warwick's  Sound ;  and  wlien  Davis  named  this  pullage  after- 
Avards,  Lumley's  Inlet,  and  the  Cape,  Warwick's  Foreland,  it  was 
from  the  knowledge  he  had  of  Frobilhers  dilcoveries  upon  the 
fame  fpot. 


Frobilher  having  effctled  very  little  in  thcfe  voyaj^es,  the  at- 
tention of  the  company  was  again  turned  to  the  prolecution  of 
the  difcoxcry  to  the  north  call.  But  a  new  aliociation  of  iner- 
clianls,  to  whom  were  joined  fe\eral  noblemen  and  peilbns  ol 
properly,  v.'Uj  Formed  in  158].  They  appointed  John  Davis,  an 
experienced  navigator,  to  conduft  an  expedition  to  the  parts 
which  Frobilacr  had  vif.tcd.  He  continued  in  the  command  during 

three 
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voyages,  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  his  memory  to  remark,  that  the 
refult  confirmed  the  opinion  they  had  entertained  of  him.  A  to- 
lerably accurate  account  of  thefe  voyages  has  been  preferved  by 
Hackluyt  and  Purchas,  and  as  they  are  of  confiderable  impor- 
tance, I  fhall  attempt  to  give  a  concife  detail  of  them. 
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VI.  He  failed  on  his  firft  voyage  from  Dartmouth,  on  the  7th 
June,  1585.  Steering  a  north  weft  courfe  he  faw  the  land  on 
the  20th  of  July,  to  which,  on  account  of  its  barren  appearance, 
he  gave  the  name  of  the  Land  of  Dcfolation.  On  the  29th,  he 
entered  Gilbert's  Sound,  an  opening  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Green- 
land, which  is  called  by  the  Danes  the  Bay  of  Good  Haap. 
Standing  from  thence  acrofs  the  channel,  which  has  fince  at- 
tained the  name  of  Davis'  Straits,  after  this  navigator,  he  an- 
chored in  Totnrfs  Road,  in  66  deg.  40  min.  north  latitude,  on 
the  eaftern  fide  of  an  illand,  which  he  called  Cumberland  Ifland. 
This  was  the  northmoft  extent  of  his  voyage;  for  failing  in  a 
S.  S.  W.  direftion,  he  faw  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland,  which  he 
named  tiie  Cape  of  God's  Mercy,  on  the  11th  Auguft.  Opening 
an  inlet,  in  fome  places  20  leagues  broad,  he  proceeded  60  leagues 
to  the  weftward,  where  he  found  feveral  idands  with  a  pafiage  on 
both  fides  of  them.  The  tide  flowed  fix  or  feven  fathoms,  and 
came  from  the  caftward.  He  could  get  no  ground  with  a  line 
of  030  fathoms.  As  he  continued  his  courfe  to  the  fouth-weft, 
he  met  with  a  counter  tide,  which  gave  him  great  hopes  of  be- 
ing able  to  attain  the  objed  of  his  voyage  ;  but  thick  fogs  and 
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had  wcalluT  nhliircd  him  not  only  to  (Icllll  from  any  fiiitlicr  exa- 
mination, hill  to  Tail  out  ol'  the  inlet,  wliitli  he  named  Cuniher- 
land  Sirait,  and  to  return  home. 
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\'II.  IIc  was  more  amply  equipped  on  his  ferond  voyage,  an(i 
great  expe^huions  weie  formed,  iVoin  the  cireumnance  of  the 
counter  tide  which  had  checked  his  progrefs  to  the  wcflward.  I  le 
failed  on  this  voyage  a  month  earlier  tiian  he  did  the  lull  year,  and 
fird  made  the  land  on  the  call  lide  of  Greenland,  about  Staten- 
hoeek.  Having  weathered  the  iouih  jjait  ol'tlie  Land  of  Defola- 
tionjie  again  toueludat  Gilbert's  Soimd,  where  he  had  lefrellied 
his  crew  in  the  furincr  V()\age.  I'rom  thence  he  llreuhed  over 
to  Cumbcrlarid  Straits,  which  lie  entered,  and  proceeded  up  them 
imtil  he  arrived  at  the  illands  wlicre  he  had  met  with  thi-  wedern 
tide  in  the  preceding  year,  failiii.;  on  tlu'  norili  lide  of  them  iomc 
confidcrable  difhincc  to  the  iu)!th-wt(l  :  but  ihe  account  of  this 
voyage  is  not  perfetUy  intelligible,  fnmi  our  lia\  in""  no  aflrono- 
mieal  obfervations  to  guide  us,  in  determining  how  far  he  conti- 
nued this  eourle.  On  his  return,  he  vihted  the  coal!  of  Labrador, 
and  faw  two  inlets  in  the  latitudes  of  56  {i)  and  3 1  deg.  30  min. 

\'III/J'Iie  third  \  oyagc,  \\hich  was  made  in  1587,  is  well  worthy 
our  attention.     lie  failed  from  Dartmouth,  willi  three  (hips,  on 

the 

(;;  'I'lic  iiili  I  in  56  dvg.  v.hich  waf  fuppofeJ  to  have  a  communicaiion  with  lludfon's  Bay, 
was  cvplorcd  i:i  the  year  i7;3,aiiJ  found  to  lun  alwut  20  leagues  in  a  norlh-wcft  direclion ; 
but  the  oilier,  which  ii  the  iiay  0/  tflcimaux,  remain.  lUil  unknown. 
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the  iQtli  of  May.   Aficr  a  tliird  liinc  vifiiing  Gilbert's  Sounfl,  in- 
ftcafl  of  roliowing  his  fornu.'r  tracks  to  Cumherhiiul  Straits,  he 
vent  along  the  coall  of  Greenland  to  tlic  northwartl,  and  arrived 
at  Dilko,  in  latittidc  67  dcg.  40  min.  where  he  traded  with  the 
natives.   Continuing  his  tourfe  flill  to  the  northward,  his  latitude 
was  72  deg.   12  min.  noitii,  on  the  30lh  of  June,  and  the  varia- 
tion 28  deg.  well.     lie  gave  the  name  of  London  Coall  to  thofc 
parts  of  the  country,  and  a  projeding  point  of  land  he  called 
Hope  Sanderlon.     The  wind  at  length  coming  to  the  northward, 
he  was  obliged  to  Hand  10  the  wellward,  which  courfe  he  conti- 
nued for   jO  leagues,  when  his  liirther  |)rogrels  was  Hopped  by 
the  ice,  which  obliged  him  to  return  tc  the  foulhward.  He  went 
along  the  coafl   of  the  land  which   he  had  formerly  feen,  and 
again  entered  Cumberland  Straits  on  the  20lh  July,  fleering  to 
the  wellward,  with  an  intention  to  comply  with  the  tenor  of  his 
orders,  which  were  to  profccute  his  former  difcoveries.     Having 
gone  Go  leagues,  the  fame  dillance  he  failed  before,  within  the 
inlet,  he  anivid  at   ilu'  illaiids  wlieie  the  tide  had  given  him 
hopes  of  a  pallage.     'i'he  only  aflronomical  obfervation  that  we 
have,  is,  that  the  variation  was  30  deg.  well.     Failing  in  his  at- 
tempts to  li:id  a  pallage  through,  he  returned,  and  went  to  the 
foulhward.     Between  the  latitude  G2  and  6\,  he  faw  an  inlet 
which  he  called  Lumly's  Inlel(/').    Continuing  llill  to  the  foulh- 
ward, on  his  palfage  home,  he  difcovered  Warwick's  Foreland 
and  Cape  Chidley,  tiie  two  promontories  forming  the  opening 

which 

(^)  The  inlet  which  Frobilhcr  had  vifited  in  1 57S.     A'ide  page  i6 
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J  i^Avi*       ^hich  was  foon  after  vifited  by  Hudfon,  and  called  after  him 


'.•'/ 


Hudfon  s  Straits. 

The  impenetrable  fecrecy  which  has  always  been  obferved  by 
the  Spaniards  in  refpeft  to  their  voyages  of  dift.  jvery,  has  pre- 
vented our  obtaining  any  perfeft  information,  and  the  accidental, 
or  perhaps  wilful,  inaccuracies  which  appear  upon  the  face  of 
thofe  which  have  been  publilhed,  have  conduced  to  bring  them 
into  general  difcredit.  As  their  objeft,  however,  has  been  the 
difcovcry  of  the  Straits  of  Anian,  and  as  thofe  Straits  will  be  the 
fubjecl  of  a  feparate  part,  I  fliall  defer  taking  any  notice  of 
them  at  prefent. 

The  refources  of  the  Englidi  nation,  and  the  whole  of  the  ma- 
ritime flrength  of  the  kingdom,  being  direfied  to  repel  the  inva- 
fion  threatened  by  the  Spaniards  with  their  invincible  armada, 
is  a  probable  reafon  why  thefe  important  difcoveries  of  Davis 
were  not  purfued.  But  the  companies  of  Rullia  and  Turkey 
merchants,  after  fome  years,  formed  a  joint  flock  to  fit  out  an 
expedition  under  the  command  of  George  Weymouth,  in  1602. 


C.  WrVMOl  Til 
1(01 


IX.  He  failed  on  the  2d  of  May  with  two  flyboats,  and,  after 
weathering  the  Orkney  iflands,  faw  the  fouth  part  of  Greenland, 
off  of  which  he  founded,  and  found  120  fathoms  of  water,  which 
was  black  and  very  muddy,  while  in  other  places  it  was  perfeflly 
clear.     He  penetrated  among  the  ice,  and  had  very  near  loft  his 

(hips 


^ 
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fliips  by  tlie  burfling  afundcr  of  an  idand  very  near  them.  He  'LIHil£I21' 
was  often  retarded  by  fogs,  which  froze  as  they  fell.  In  latitude 
68  deg.  53  min.  he  fell  in  with  an  inlet  forty  leagues  broad, 
through  which  he  failed,  well  and  by  fouth,  a  hundred  leagues. 
The  variation  of  the  needle  was  ^5  degrees  to  ihe  weft.  Being 
prevented  by  the  crew  from  proceeding  any  further,  he  returned, 
and,  after  exploring  the  Labrador  Coad,  failed  for  England. 


This  account  of  Weymouth's  voyage  has  been  doubted  in  re- 
fpcft  to  the  extent  of    his  courfc,    and  it  has  been  generally 
iuppofcd  that  the  flniit  which  he  difcovered  was  that  which 
Hudlon  failed  through  afterwards,     Guided  by  this  idea,  it  has 
been  the  opinion  o|"  mo(f  geographers,  that,  inll-ad  of  failing  as 
far  to  the  noriiiward  as  68  dcg.  53  min.  he  only  rcuclied  as  high 
as  61]  deg.  53  min.  and  that  the  miihike  was  owing  to  the  lati- 
tude having  been  .:>arked  in  figuiis.    liy  which  means  the  oprn- 
iiig  which  he  iaw,  and  through  which  he  failed  a  hundred  leagues, 
would  app Mr  to  hi-  the  entrance  into  Hudlon's  Bay.     If  any  de- 
])endence  could  be  placed  upon  his  obfervations  of  the  variation 
of  tlie  cotupafs,  we  luigh.i  be  led  to  conclude  that  he  followed 
tliC  track  of  l)a\is,  and  went  as  far  to  the  northward  as  68  deg. 
but  ilic  variation  of  the  needle  is  fo  very  uncertain,  particularly 
near  the  land,  in  tliofe  feas,  that  we  can  lave  no  firm  reliance 
upon  the  belt  obfervations.     It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  re- 
mark, that  the  fucceeding  navigators  only  found  28  deg.  in  Hud- 
fon's  Straits,  while  Davis,  a  few  years  before,  found  30  deg.  in 

Cumberland 
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Cumberland  Straits;  and  as  tlie  variation  was  ftill  cncrcafing,  if 
the  obfcrvation  could  be  depended  upon,  it  would  be  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  his  having  attained  to  a  higher  degree  of  lati- 
tude than  is  generally  agreed  upon. 


■:  \ 


It  will  here  be  necefTary  to  remark,  tliat  the  united  companies 
of  Rudia  and  Turkey  merchants  were  difappointed  by  the  refult 
of  this  voyage.  They  began  to  think,  that  the  obdades,  which 
the  nii|)s  continually  met  with  from  the  ice,  \.ould  not  only  ren- 
der the  pallage  precarious,  but  that  tb';  advantages  likely  to  be 
gained  wcvc  of  iifs  confequfuce  than  bad  been  rii])porc(l.  'J'licy 
feen:  to  have  been  led  to  tliis  conclufion  bv  the  return  of  Ray- 
mond, Lancafler  and  Midillcton.  who  had  fcxorally  made  fuc- 
cefsful  voyages  to  India,  by  which  means  the  pad'age  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  beg.ni  to  be  better  known.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth had  likewife  grantcvl  .m  exclufive  i  IiarUT  to  {he  merchants 
trading  to  the  Eall  Inches  (or  1.3  years,  which  could  not  fail  to 
damp  the  fpirii  of  difcovc  ry  to  the  northward.  The  company, 
therefore,  appear  in  confequence  to  have  dilTolved  the  joint  ftock, 
and  to  lia\e  (lif'.ontinued  their  refcarches. 


':V 


l!N-DFNAr  and 
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X.  In  the  year  iGoj,  ChrifHan  the  IV.  King  of  Deimiark,  fitted 
out  a  fleet  under  the  command  of  Godlkc  Lindenaii,  with  an  in- 
tention  to  fearch  after  the  ancient  fettlement  of  Eafl  Greenland. 
The  fleet  conhfled  of  three  (hips,  two  of  which  were  under  the 
command  of  Englilh  mariners,  Hall  and  Knight.  Lindenau  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  a  landing  on  the  cafl  coafl,  while  Hall  palT«"l  Capo  '"''ll'^iV! ""' 
Farewell,  and  went  over  to  the  well  fide  of  Davis'  Straits, 
where  h'i  firfl.  eame  to  an  anchor  in  66  deg.  33  min,  north  lati- 
tude, and  afterwards  entered  another  harbour  near  Mount  Cun- 
ning!:am,  which  he  named  Denmark's  Haven.  The  utmod  ex- 
tent of  his  voyage  was  6j  deg.  north. 


XI.  In  the  year  1606,  Lindenau  went  again,  and  Hall  com-  "^".^^iV  "* 
manded  one  of  the  (hips.    Ihey  both  weathered  Cape  Farewell ; 
but  how  far  north  they  proceeded  is  uncertain,  as  we  have  no 
accurate  account  of  this  voyage. 

In  that  age  <.■[  enquiry,  men  of  property  were  not  long  want- 
ing in  Englar  •  evive  the  fpirit  of  enterpri/.e.  A  fociety  was 
accordingly  ..^.i.icd,  of  which  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Sir  Dudley 
Digges,  Mr.  WoUlenholme,  and  Alderman  Jones,  Direftors  of 
the  Ead  India  Compan\  "s  aflairs,  appear  to  have  been  t!ie  prin- 
cipals. 


[fitted 
tm  in- 
dand. 
;r  the 
lu  at- 
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XII.  Immediately  after  Knight's  return  from  ids  voyage  in  the 
Danidi  Service,  in  i6oj,  he  appears  to  have  been  fent  for  by  this 
fociety,  who  appointed  him  to  a  con  niand  in  1606  (/).  He  failed 
from  the  Orkneys  on  the  i2ih  of  May,  and  was  cncompafled  by 
the  ice,  on  the  coall  cf  Labrador,  in  latitude  37  deg.  23  min. 

E  north, 

(/)  Tliis  was  very  eai  ly  nfi<  r  the  charter  was  granted  to  the  Eall  India  Company.  N'idc 
Obferviiiions  on  thefe  \  oyagts,  in  the  Memoir  on  the  Straits  ot"  Anian. 
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north,  by  which  he  was  drifted  to  the  fouthward,  and  his  fhip 
bein"-  nv.ch  damaged,  he  was  obliged  to  run  her  on  fliore.  While 
he  w.'iS  fearcliing  for  a  convenient  phice  to  repair  her,  he  was 
killed  by  a  party  of  the  natives.  H's  death  frullrated  the  inten- 
tion of  the  expedition,  as  his  fiicce(r)r  in  the  command,  after  re- 
pairing the  (hip  at  Fogo,  in  Newfoundland,  returned  to  England. 


,,  k 


iiirnARD<i  .,.a  XIII.  In  the  next  year,  1607,  Carllcn  Richards  was  fent  by  the 
Kin^;  of  Denmark  with  anotI:er  lliip,  which  H.ill  commanded  ; 
but  tiicv  could  not  jrc^t  near  the  (lion,  on  actount  of  the  ice,  and 
the  crew  mutinying,  t!K'^■  were  oblim^d  to  'Oturn  willioul  effect- 
ing a  landing. 


XI'v'.  In  ibio.  the  EngliOi  ciMiipany  fitted  out  a  (eeond  expe- 
dition, to  the  command  of  whicli  they  appointed  Henry  Hudfon, 
who(e  abilities  as  a  navigator  had  been  rulliciently  dilplay^d,  in 
three  voyages  he  had  made  to  the  nortliward,  prior  to  his  engage- 
ment witli  the  company. 


'( 


Hudfon  failed  in  May,  1610.  'IIh'  diircntioiis  among  his  crew, 
which  ended  at  length  in  an  open  imitin\-,  began  (0  earlv  as  the 
latter  end  of  May,  off  the  coaft  of  Iceland.  He  weathered  the 
Land  of  Defolation  on  the  i  jth  of  June,  and  direhed  his  courfi* 
acrofs  Davis'  Straits,  as  far  as  the  latitude  Cm  deg.  19  min.  north, 
in  which  latitude  he  made  the  land.  On  the  8th  of  July,  he 
named  a  part  of  the  coaO,  Defire  Trovokcd  ;  continuing  to  the 

weflward 
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wtflward  williin  the  Straits,  lie  difcovere.l  an  opening  h-^tu-:::) 
two  capes,  vsiiiili  were  named  aficr  two  of  the  gentlemen  wl^.o 
were  at  the  ex  pence  of  litting  out  the  cxpedititin,  C.  Digires  and 
and  C.  ^VolIlenllohne.  Paffnig  through  this  opening,  !u-  diico- 
vcred  that  extend ve  bay,  which  has  been  fincc  called  after  his 
name.  Following  the  direction  of  tiie  coall,  with  hopes  of  eii'efl- 
ing  a  pafi'age,  the  ice  fet  in.  and  obliged  him  to  feck  for  a  har- 
bour u[K)n  the  eadern  (lioi\\  where  he  might  mofl  feeurclv  pafs 
the  winter.  This  long  fcalon  ol  inaiiivily  gave  full  fcope  to  the 
"■■•;. linovis  inclinations  of  the  crew,  and  immediately  after  tliey 
failed,  finding  that  Hudlon  meant  to  continue  his  icfeareiit.'".,  they 
forced  him  and  eight  othi  i.s  into  a  fmali  boat,  and  left  them  to 
their  fate.  In  tlieir  Kii;;ii  home,  the  mutinters  ran  the  Ihij) 
alhorc  to  the  fouthward  of  Digge.s'  Illand,  v.'.ien,  according  to  the 
narrative  which  was  aftirw.uds  jniblillied  b\  oneoftiiem,  named 
Ilabakkuk  Pricket,  they  found  the  tide  to  How  from  the  wcilward. 


XV-  To  render  uffillance  to  the  iniiortunaie  Iludfon,  in  cale 
he  (hould  have  furvived,  as  his  mislbrtunes  could  not  fail  to  in- 
tereft  his  employers,  independent  oi  the  ficlh  iiopes  which  were 
excited  by  his  difcovcries,  was  a  fullicient  inducement  for  the 
company  to  continue  their  refearches.  Prince  Henry's  name  was 
added  to  the  iill  of  adventurers,  "  by  whofc  ailidance,"  Purchas 
lays,  "  they  purfued  the  aflion  in  more  royal  falhion,  with  greater 
(hipping,  under  the  command  of  a  worthy  feaman,  fervant  to 
Prince  Henry,  Captain  Thomas  Button." 

E  2  •  Button 
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Button  failed  in  May,  i6i2,  as  catly  afier  ihc  fate  of  Iliidfon 
\oas  known  as  the  (oafon  would  admit.  Alter  padinij  Digges' 
Illand,  he  faw  the  hmd  to  tlic  wedwaid,  whieh  he  named  Caioy 
Swan's  Xefl.  Steerinii  thence  to  the  foutli  well,  he  aiiain  faw  the 
land  in  latitude  (ic  deg.  40  min.  noith,  ^\•hich.  as  it  appeared  to 
fet  afide  tlie  idea  of  a  j)alla^e  tliat  way,  he  named  Hopes  Cliecked. 
Upon  the  approach  i<f  winter,  he  fecured  his  (hip  in  an  harbour, 
in  latitude  57  deg.  10  niin.  nortii,  whieh  he  called  I'ort  XeHon, 
after  ins  mate.  lie  named  the  bay  liutloiis  Bay,  and  to  the 
whole  of  the  coad  he  gave  the  name  of  New  W.des.  Tiie  winter 
being  palled,  he  again  proceeded  to  the  northward  on  dilcoveries, 
as  high  as  the  latitude  65  deg.  north,  when  being  (loj)pcd  bv  the 
ice,  he  culled  that  part  Ne  iMus  Ultra,  and  returned  to  England, 


1 


XVI.  Hall,  after  he  hit  the  fervice  of  Denmark,  returned  to 
England,  and  was  fitted  out  at  Kingllon  upon  Hull  for  (he 
Greenland  feas.  He  came  to  an  anchor  in  Cocking  Sound,  in 
6j  deg.  'io  min.  north  latitude,  on  the  well  coall  ol  Greenland, 
on  the  ifjih  ol  July,  and  went  Irom  tl.tiice  to  Rommel's  I'iord, 
on  the  fame  coall,  in  (>;  deg.  north,  where  he  was  killed  by  one 
of  the  natives,  in  revenge,  as  it  was  luppofed,  for  carrying  olf  his 
brother,  when  in  the  Danilh  fervice,  in  lOcf).  On  account  of  the 
death  of  Hall,  the  fliips  were  obliged  to  lca\e  the  coall  and  re- 
turn to  England,  after  having  made  a  (earch  for  minerals  with- 
out fuceefs. 


In 
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XVII.  In  161.1,  the  company  fitted  out  Captain  Gibbons  in  the 
Difcovcty,  tlic  fame  fliip  in  \s'hicli  Button  had  made  the  preced- 
ing voyage  ;  but  upon  his  approach  to  Iludfon's  Straits,  he  was 
furroundcd  b;  ice,  and  the  current  drifted  him  to  the  fouthward, 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  put  into  a  bay  on  the  Labrador  coaft,  in 
58  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  which  was  called  Gibbons'  Hole. 
In  this  bay  he  was  detained  fo  long,  that  he  was  obliged  to  give 
over  all  thoughts  of  any  furthv^r  atten    t,  ^nd  return  to  England. 

Will.  Although  the  advcnt.urers  experienced  a  very  cond- 
derable  lofs  by  the  death  of  their  patron,  Prince  Henry,  vet  they 
continued  their  exertions.  For  notwithdanding  the  preceding 
voyage  had  been  the  means  of  afcertaining  that  the  fea,  into 
which  Hudion  had  failed,  was  bounded  to  tlie  wcRward  by  a 
tract  of  land  between  the  latitudes  of  57  and  63  deg.  north,  and 
confequcntly  their  hopes  of  finding  a  paflage  in  that  place  were 
diminid'.ed  ;  yet,  in  if)!^,  they  fitted  out  the  fune  ihip,  and  the 
command  of  her  was  given  to  Robert  B)  lot,  William  Bafliii 
being  appointed  to  aft  as  pilot  or  mate,  both  of  whom  were  ex- 
perienced navigators,  and  had  been  with  Button  in  the  preceding 
voyage. 


liYinr.-.iMAr. 


They  failed  the  18th  of  April,  and  anchored  in  a  harbour  on 
the  wcflern  fide  of  Refolution  Ifland  the  27th  of  Mav,  where 
they  found  the  tide  to  flow  five  f\tthoms,  and  the  variation  to  be 
24  deg.  weft :  continuing  their  courfe  to  th.e  wcftward,  along  the 

the 
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dir  north  n>'iiv  o{  Huciroii's  Straits,  on  tlu-  1 0.  of  July  they  dif- 
covcicd  a  giounc  dI"  ilUinds,  whicli,  lioui  ihf  \  iokiK'c  of  the  tide, 
\\\'\{i  lalu'd  llu'  Mill  Klaiuls.  Standing  on  to  the  north  well,  they 
I.iw  1  r.ul  d  ;iiin  in  latitude  rJ  j  deg.  north,  which  was  called  Cape 
Comfott  :  as  thcv  proceeded,  they  flioaled  their  water  in  iauLMde 
(•3  deg.  :'3  n:in.  norlli,  ar.d  as  the  land  trended  to  the  noitli  eal!, 
tl.iv  loR  all  licncs  ol  niakin'T  a  t)all'aii;c;  it  was  therefore  refiilved 
to  give  lip  any  further  aliempt.  Ader  having  determined  that 
the  Hood  came  Hdm  the  f,)i;th  call,  and  llie  iM)  from  the  noith. 
x.'.iKJ,  they  rcpalK'd  the  (trait-;,  and  returned  iioine. 


XIX.  Xi'twiiliflandincj,  like  their  predecelFors,  tluy  had  failed 
in  atiaining  tluir  ohjei^t  in  ihis  voyage,  yi  i  the  eoin[>anv  were  fo 
well  laiisfied  with  their  (ondnct,  and  foriiu'd  fiieh  e.xpeetalion 
from  the  report  they  made,  tliat  ihev  rel'olvcd  to  (it  them  ont 
a^ain  the  i;e\t  \e.-.r:  and  they  areordir.gly  (ailed  fa  early  as  the 
^6lh  Match.  It  appears,  trial  ihcy  did  ni't  make  the  land,  until 
they  got  fo  high  within  Da\is'  Straits  as  the  latitude  6-)  deg. 
cc  inin.  rorth,  and  did  not  come  to  an  anchor  until  thev  entered 
a  (ound  in  latitiuie  -q  deg.  £0  niin.  north,  on  that  j)iiil  of  the 
well  eoad  of  Greenland  which  iiad  been  hefore  n.mud  hv  Da\  is 
the  Londo!)  Coafl:  in  this  (ound  they  found  the  tide  to  nil- only 
light  or  nine  feet.  '1  hey  reached  Sanderlon's  Mope,  the  mod 
northern  extreme  of  former  difcoveries,  fo  early  as  the  30th  of 
May,  v'.ifh  lies  in  latitude  72  <'.  r.  20  min.  north;  about  eight 
le;';jUe.^  lui...cr  to  th.c  uortUv..uu  iliey  lell  in  with  ibine  illands, 

to 


T*'** 


OF     D  I  S  C  O  V  E  R  I  K  S. 


.3' 


vl 


to  ^v'hich,  on  account  of  feeing  none  but  fi-maU;  inhabitants,  ihcy   ''''"'h':;'"''^'' 
gave  the  name  of  Woniens  lllcs. 

Very  foon  after  their  departure  from  ihcfe  iflamls,  they  found 
their  further  pmgrefs  impeded  by  the  ice,  uliich  obliged  them 
to  come  to  an  anchor  in  a  found,  in  latitude  73  deg.  .j.-^  niin. 
north,  where  they  traded  with  the  natives  [or  feal  {k'\n^  and  the 
horns  of  the  fea  unicorn,  whence  it  obtained  the  name  of  Horn 
Soimd.  In  a  few  days  the  ice  began  to  difpcrfe,  when  they  got 
under  weigh  ;  but  as  the  wind  was  contrary,  they  could  not  fol- 
low the  direftion  of  the  coaft,  but  were  obliged  to  (land  to  the 
weftward,  20  leagues  beyond  Womens  Illes,  where  the  fea  wa; 
open  and  clear  from  ice.  In  latitude  76  (leg  ;>5  min.  north,  they 
named  a  projecting  part  of  the  land  Cape  Di;^ges,  twelve  leagues 
from  which  was  a  confiderable  inlet,  where  the  current  was  fo 
Ptr*^'-  r,  as  to  drive  the  (hip  from  the  two  anchors  by  which  (he 
r'.  '  'lis  inlet,  whidt  extends  itfclf  into  llio  land  in  fe\eral  di- 

rcQions,  obtained  the  name  of  Wolflenholms  Sound. 


^.. 


In  latitude  77  deg.  ;jo  min.  and  78  deg.  they  faw  two  inlets, 
which  they  called  Smith's  and  Whale  Sound  ;  between  thefe  two 
inlets  is  an  ifland,  which  they  named  Hakluyt's  Kland.  In  Smith's 
Sound  the  variation  was  found  to  be  ^6  deg.  wed ;  (landing  along 
the  land  to  the  fouth  weft,  they  faw  two  more  large  inlets,  to 
which  they  gave  the  names  of  Jones  and  Lancafler's  Sounds. 
To  the  fouthward  of  Lancafter's  Sound  they  were  prevented  fee- 
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ill"-  ilu'  laiul  on  account  of  ihc  ice,  until  tliev  arrived  in  latitude 
71  dci;.  I')  nun.  noiLli,  when  ii  wis  Iccn  exlcndinr  in  a  louth 
CM.'lcrK'  diro(Vi.-)n,  as  far  as  the  latitude  70  dejr,  jo  niin.  But  they 
louKl  not  I'ollow  its  direction  lor  the  ("am  •  real'on,  beinir  obliged 
to  (leer  to  the  eadward,  and  did  not  get  fit' hi  of  it  attain  ur''! 
the  L'lth  of  July,  when  thev  were  in  hitiiude  68  deg.  .\i  niin. 
nonli.  This  |)rovcd  to  be  tlie  north  part  of  Davis'  Cumberland 
liles,  ihcy  having  palled  the  (Irait  between  tliem  and  James' 
Illand  {};i},  ^vhich  has  been  fmcc  called  Bailiu*  Straits.  After  re- 
lielhing  thendelve.s  on  the  weft  eoall  of  Grceidand,  they  finilhed 
tins  important  xoyage,  arriving  fafe,  the  cjoth  of  Augull,  in  Do- 
Acr  Roai).  I'liis  appears  to  have  been  the  lall  expedition  fitted 
out  under  the  patronage  of  this  companv. 

\X.  I'ntil  the  voyages  of  I'ox  and  J.nnes,  in  the  \'ear  i^ji, 
there  is  no  account  ol'  anv  other  attempt  bung  made  from  Eng- 
land, excepting  a  very  imperfect  relation,  bv  I""ox,  of  a  Captain 
llawksbridge,  who  went  as  far  as  the  latitude  6j  deg.  north,  into 
the  inlet,  where  Jiylot  failed  in  his  liill  voyage;  but  in  what  year, 

or  at  whofe  expence,  we  are  not  informed. 

XXI.  The 

(m)  From  want  of  accuracy  in  the  early  navigators,  j;reat  confufion  prc\alli  in  the  gru- 
griphy  of  lluj  part  of  the  world.  Every  one  has  follortcj  his  own  idea.  Moll  geoj;rapherj 
have  laid  down  a  groupe  of  illands  between  (Greenland  and  the  Cumberland  Iflands  of  Davis. 
Among  thi'm  the  liarnc  of  D'  A'u  .lie  bears  a  rcfpcrtablo  authority.  Cut  in  the  nevv  map  of 
the  wor'.J,  by  Arrowfiuith,  thel'c  iHands  arc  emitted,  and  the  Stiaiti  mi  Davii  and  }i:ill\n  have 
no  dillinction,  C';ipe  licdford,  which  made  the  fcuth  cape  of  James'  Idand.s  being  transferred 
to  the  north  cart  part  ot  the  Cumberland  Ides ;  at  the  fame  time,  a  point  due  call  from  thi.i 
Cape,  ,inJ  \n  the  middle  of  D.uii'  Straits,  is  l.iid  down,  as  havinj;  been  feen  by  Lieutenant 
Charlcfon,  in  the  Hjop  J.ickall,  in   i"^;. 


\ 
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XXI.  The  Court  of  Denmark  being  induced  to  profit  by  the 
difcovcrics  of  Hudfon,  fitted  out  two  fhips  in  the  year  iGu), 
undtT  the  command  of  Jens  Munck.  They  failed  from  Elfineur 
on  the  i6ih  of  May,  and  on  the  20th  of  June  faw  Cape  Fare- 
well. Munck  gave  the  name  of  Marc  Chrijlianum  to  the  northern 
parts  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  the  fouthern  parts  he  called  Mare 
Novum,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he  gave  the  name  of  Fretum 
Chriftiani  to  Hudfon's  Straits.  They  met  with  fo  much  ice  in  the 
Welcome,  in  the  latitude  of  63  deg.  20  min.  north,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  put  into  an  harbour,  where  they  wintered.  From 
the  great  mortality  among  the  crew  during  the  winter,  Munck 
was  obliged  to  leave  one  of  his  fhips  in  this  harbour,  to  which 
lie  gave  his  own  name.  iVftcr  a  variety  of  didrefles,  he  arrived 
fafc,  with  only  two  failors,  in  Copenhagen,  without  making  any 
further  difcoverics. 


MI^NCK 
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XXII.  Lucas  Fox,  in  conjimf^ion  with  one  Sterne, who  followed  "'''^^'^"i! 
the  profcllion  of  making  globes,  had  collccled  all  the  informa- 
tion they  were  able,  of  the  progicfs  vvhich  had  been  made  in  the 
preceding  voyages,  from  whence  they  drew  feveral  reafons  for 
the  probable  cxillence  of  a  pafFage  in  thofe  places  where  the  na- 
vigators had  been  (lifapjjointed  in  tracing  the  coall.  Their  ob- 
fervations  were  confulered,  to  be  fo  well  founded,  that  Henry 
Briggs,  the  matliematician,  Sir  John  Brooke,  Sir  John  WolHen- 
holme,  and  Sir  James  Roe,  were  induced  to  form  a  fund  to  fit 
out  another  expedition;  and  the  King,  upon  their  reprefenta- 

F  tions. 
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'^•^^'"^^     tion<;.  aided  tliem  with  a  fliip  of  80  tons,  called  the  Charles,  which 
viis  vifhiallcd  for  18  momhs. 


i 


Thus  etiuippcd,  Fox  fet  fail  from  Dcptford  on  the  5th  of  May, 
1631,  and  faw  land  the  30ih  of  June,  in  latitude  62  deg.  2/5  min. 
north  ;  on  the  15th  of  July  he  made  Salilbury  and  Nottingham 
Iflands,  but  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  fouthward  of  them,  on  ac- 
count of  till*  ice,  the  ebb  biiu^^ing  it  from  the  north  well.  lie 
made  Cape  Pembroke,  and  (leered  to  the  fouthward  into  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  and  then  changed  his  courle  to  the  well  ward,  anchor- 
ing at  what  is  now  called  Marble  Illand.  Proceeding  up  the 
found,  between  the  land  of  Carey  Swan':i  Nell  and  the  wellern 
coall,  which  is  called  the  Welcome,  he  found  the  liile  loenLreafc 
in  height,  the  farther  he  went.  On  the  (;ih  of  Auguft,  he  re- 
turned to  the  fouthward,  and  anchored,  for  a  lew  days,  in  Nel- 
fon  River. 


«'        / 
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Hitherto  he  had  done  little  more  than  follow  the  track  of 
Button.  From  this  place  he  fleered  to  the  eallward,  dilcovcring 
the  land  as  far  as  Cape  Henrietta  Maria,  in  latitude  j-  deg. 
10  min.  norili,  without  having  ki.-n  any  profpcct  of  an  opening 
to  the  weflwaid.  lie  was  now  induced  to  make  a  frefli  aiieinpt 
beyond  Nottingham  Ifland,  where  lie  had  been  prevented  before 
from  gelling  10  the  northward  by  the  ice.  On  the  71J1  of  Sep- 
tember, he  faw  Carey  Swan's  Nell,  and  reached  the  Mill  Illes  by 
the  ijih.    Three  days  after,  he  difcovercd  two  capes,  bearing 

north 
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north  and  fouth  from  each  other,  which  he  named  King  Charles'    ^~p^ 

Promontory  and  Cape  Maria ;  the  firft  is  in  latitude  6.j  dcg. 

46  min.  and  the  latter  in  65  dcg  13  min.    On  the  20th,  ho  fell 

in  with  another  head  land,  fome  leagues  within  the  arftic  circle, 

which  obtained  the  name  of  Lord  Wcflon's  Portland ;  a  liiile 

further  to  the  northward  of  this  lad  cape,  the  land  (Irctches  away 

to  the  fouth  eaft.     'I'he  winter  approaching  fad,  he  was  obliged 

to  dcfill  from  continuing  his  cowrie,  on  which  account  he  called 

this   part  Fox's  Farthed,     lie  left  Iludfon's  Straits  the    ^th  of 

October,  and  arrived  in  the  Downs  on  the  3 ill  of  the  fame 

month. 


NcU 


Fox  was  of  opinion,  from  the  obfcrvations  which  he  made 
during  this  voyage,  that  there  was  a  great  profpetl  of  a  palHige 
by  the  Welcome,  on  account  of  the  tide  riling  higher  there  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  bay. 


XXIII.  \Vhile  Fox  was  fitting  out  for  this  voyage,  the  mer- 
chants of  Bridol  difpatchcd  Thomas  James,  to  follow  the  fame 
track.  James  was  a  \cry  accurate  obfcrver,  and  his  journal, 
which  was  publifiied  in  1(533,  t'ontains  a  variety  of  judicious  re- 
marks, from  which  Mr.  Boyle  confefTes  he  took  manv  palTages 
wilh  regard  10  the  Hate  of  the  atmofphere  ;  but  as  tt  untaius 
little  more  than  an  enumeration  of  the  hardliiips  which  the  crew 
fufiercd  duiing  the  winter,  they  were  obliged  to  j  afs  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay,  which,  from  this  commanders  name,  has  been 

F  2  called 


Vrrifti^i 


■^■^i.uft.*-'*^'"" 


.i^jaa*** 


:-<<W'-      .,— — 


36  HISTORICAL     ABRIDGEMENT 

■'^,^''*-.-   called  James' Bay,  I  fliall  proceed  without  taking  any  further  no. 
tice  ol'  it  (>i). 

The  civil  war  which  broke  out  in  England,  foon  after  the  re- 
turn of  Fox  and  Janics,  prevented  any  further  attempts  being 
made;  and  as  a  cliartcr  was  granted,  as  early  after  the  refloration 
as  i66g,  to  Prince  Rupert  and  others,  givitig  tliein  an  exclufive 
right  to  the  country  and  trade,  a  total  check  was  given  to  the 
fpirit  of  difcovery,  which,  from  the  cnterprifing  genius  of  the  na- 
tion, would  no  doubt  have  revived,  as  foon  as  it  had  recovered 
from  the  anarchy  and  confufion,  into  which  it  had  been  thrown 
by  the  late  revolution  in  its  governjucnt. 

.:  '^Ill'^"  XXIV.  This  charter  was  granted,  in  confcquencc  of  their  ha- 
ving  undertaken,  at  their  own  cofis  and  charges,  to  difcover  a 
palfage  to  the  fouth  fcas.  Through  the  intercd  of  Prince  Rupert, 
the  Nonfuch  ketch,  one  of  the  King's  vefTels,  was  fitted  out  for 
this  purpofe,  and  Captain  Zachary  Gillam  was  appointed  to 
command  the  expedition. 

All  the  accounts  of  this  voyage  agree  that  he  reached  the  lati- 
tude of  75  deg.  north,  in  fearch  of  a  padage,  after  which  he  went 
into  the  bay  where  James  had  wintered  in  1631.     Here  he  like- 
wife 

{r)  It  niouUl  be  obfcrvcd,  that  James,  not  only  in  his  paffage  out,  but  likewilc  on  his  re- 
turn home,  made  an  attempt,  to  enter  the  inlet  where  Fox  did,  to  the  northward  of  the  Mill 
Jdands,  and  cfiUkd  a  pafTagc  u  £iu:  at  Bylot  ant'.  Hawkibiidgc  had  done  before. 
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wife  wintered  in  a  river,  which,  from  the  patron  of  the  expedi- 
tion, was  named  Prince  Rupert's  River.  At  this  place  he  built  a 
fort,  in  which  he  left  a  garrifon  on  his  return  to  England  in 
1669. 


37 


Z.OtlLAN'. 


I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain,  any  original  account  of  thi^ 
voyage  to  determine,  what  courfe  Gil  lam  followed  while  he  was 
in  fcarch  of  a  palFage,  fo  as  to  reach  fo  high  a  latitude  in  Baffin's 
Bay.  But  in  a  publication  of  1711,  containing  un  account  of 
Narbrough's  voyage  to  thecoall  of  Chili,  and  Wood's  attempt  to 
difcover  a  pafTage  by  the  north  cad,  the  editor  has  given  a  very 
fliort  account,  by  way  of  introduction,  of  voyages  to  the  north- 
ward. Treating  of  Gillam's  voyage,  he  fays,  '•  In  the  year  1667, 
"  this  dcfign  was  renewed,  and  undertaken  by  feveral  of  the  no- 
"  biliiy  of  England,  and  merchants  of  London,  who  equipped 
"  and  fent  out  Zachariah  Gillam  commander,  in  the  Nonfuch 
"  ketch.  He pajjid  through  Iludfons  Straits,  then  into  Bajfrn's 
"  Buy,  to  the  latitude  of  75  dcg.  north  ;  from  thence  foulherly  to 
•'  the  Altitude  of  51  deg.  or  thereabouts,  in  a  river  now  called 
"  Prince  Rupert's  River."  And  the  editor  of  Churchill's  voyages, 
in  the  introduftory  difcourfe,  obferves,  that  in  ibG-j,  "  Zachariah 
•'  Gillam,  in  the  Nonfuch  ketch,  palled  through  Iludfon's  Straits, 
"  and  then  into  Baffin's  Bay,  to  75  deg.  of  latitude,  and  thence 
"  louiherly  into  ji  degrees." 

If  ihefe  accounts  be  accurately  copied  from  the  original  jour- 
nal 
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■•"^''J^^"-  nal  of  Gillam,  and  of  which  I  fee  no  reafon  to  entertain  any 
doubt,  tlic  circumftancc  of  his  liaving  paded  through  Hudfon's 
Straits,  before  he  went  into  BalRn's  Bay,  is  well  worth  attending 
to;  for  if  this  were  really  the  fa£l,  he  muft  have  followed  the 
fame  track  which  Fox  did,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  voyage 
in  1631  ;  and,  after  palfing  beyond  the  extent  of  Fox "s  courfe, 
have  gone  as  high  as  Lancadcr  Sound,  which  is  fuppofcd  to  be 
between  7  1  and  75  degrees  north  latitude. 

Now,  I  bt  licvo,  it  has  been  a  generally  received  opinion  among 
gcograpjicrs,  that  no  perfon  went  fo  far  to  the  northward  in  that 
place  as  Fox  did,  and  they  have  had  their  doubts,  wlictlicr  that 
inlet  had  any  coninuinication  with  Ballin's  Bay,  Tlic  firll  dif- 
covcicrs  of  Ballin's  Bay  have  been  likewife  fnppofed,  to  be  the 
only  perfons  who  have  ever  navigated  thofe  feas.  But,  if  thcfe 
accounts  be  true,  Giilani  not  only  went  into  the  bay,  but  he  like- 
wile  found  a  pafl'age  into  it  where  Bylot  and  Baffin  failed  in  their 
hrft  voyage,  in  the  year  1615. 


KNir.in  f.  RATI- 
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XXV.  The  companv  being  thus  eflablinied,  indcad  of  profc- 
cuting  tlic  objed  of  their  charter,  their  whole  attention  was 
taken  up  in  carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  natives  for  furs ;  as  it 
does  not  appear,  that  they  ever  attenijjted  any  thing  like  a  voyage 
for  that  purpofe  for  full  50  vears,  wluti  they  lent  a  (hip  and 
floop  under  the  command  ol  Kniglu  and  Barlow,  in  1719,  who 
never  returned,  and  no  account  was  ever  heard  of  their  fate. 

XXVI.  Some 
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XXVI.  Some  vague  reports  of"  the  Indians  gave  room  to  hope 
that  they  had  cfcaped  from  fliipwreck,  and  were  flill  alive  fome- 
where  about  the  latitude  of  63  deg.  north.  In  confequencc  of 
thefe  reports,  Captain  Scroggs  failed  in  a  floop  from  Cluirchill 
River,  in  1722.  In  latitude  62  deg.  48  min.  he  found,  drifting 
in  the  fea,  part  of  a  foremaft,  which  was  the  only  mark  left  of 
their  miferable  ftue  (o).  After  this,  Scroggs  proceeded  for  the 
Welcome,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  Piftol  Bay. 
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The  northern  Indians,  who  came  down  to  the  company's  fac- 
tories to  trade,  had  given  an  account  of  a  copper  mine,  caly  to 
be  worked,  which  was  to  be  found  upon  the  coafl.  Two  of  ihele 
Indians,  Scroggs  had  on  board  with  him.  Tiiey  had  drawn  a  line 
of  the  coad  from  Churchill  to  this  part,  which,  as  far  as  they  had 
proceeded,  correfponded  with  its  real  fuuation.  While  they  con- 
tinued at  anchor  here,  one  of  the  Indians  wilhed  to  be  difmiffed  ; 
as,  according  to  his  account,  lie  was  wiilun  a  few  days  journey 
of  his  place  of  abode,  informing  tlum,  at  the  fame  lime,  tliat  the 
fliip  could  not  go  any  further  on  account  of  a  ridge  of  rocks, 
which  would  obflruft  her  padage,  and  over  wiiich  a  boat  could 
only  find  a  fufficient  depth  of  water.  On  this  account  ihcv  re- 
turned to  Churchill. 

XXVIl.  To 

(c)  It  is  now  pretty  well  afccrt.iincd,  that  Kniyht  .nnJ  E.irlow  wcic  (liipwrcckcd  on  Marble 
Ifl^riJ,  as  the  remains  of  the  wreck  have  been  Icen  ;  ami  Mr.  Duncan,  who  w.is  lately  cm- 
ployed  by  the  company  on  furvev,  informs  me,  th.it  he  not  only  faw  part  of  the  wreck,  but 
fuch  appearances  of  hewn  limber  as  led  him  to  fuppofc,  f.}me  of  them  mud  have  furi  ivtJ  the 
lofs  of  the  (hips,  and  oftcrwardi  attempted  to  build  a  vcilVi,  to  convey  tlu-m  from  th-  iil.nd. 
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XX\'II.  'J'o  civilize  his  fubjccls,  ami  give  refpedlability  to 
Riiffia  as  a  inarliime  power,  was  a  defign  ^s•orlhy  the  mind  of  the 
immortal  IVtcr,  BuL  the  prejudices  of  ihf  nation  would  foon 
liave  deUroyed  the  fabric  lie  left,  '"  his  fuccedors  had  not  fortu- 
nately poflcHcd  a  greatnefs  of  r  it  '  equal  to  the  emulation  of 
his  gl(^r\-.  In  i7:]S,  an  expec  iou  was  fet  on  loot  under  the 
command  of  Captaiu  Behring,  which  determined,  that  the  two 
continents  of  Alia  and  America  approximated  each  other  within 
a  few  leagues.  And,  in  17.JI,  i)ie  fame  commander,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Tlchirikolf,  vihted  the  coafl  of  America  bctwen  the  la- 
titudes (>{'  1/6  and  .39  deg.  north,  lender  the  direfction  of  the  prc- 
icnt  Emprefs,  diHii'rent  commanders  have  fuccefnvely  difcovereJ 
the  Aleutian,  Andrcanon  and  Fox  Illand.s,  to  the  whole  ol' which, 
Rullian  gcograplk  ;s  have,  very  properlv,  given  the  name  of  the 
Catherina  Archipelago  (/)). 


'^"""'J  '"■"  XW'III.  The  probability  of  a  padagc,  through  the  Welcome, 
was  ftrongly  contended  for  by  Mr.  Arthur  Dobbs  (rj).  In  ij^ii, 
he  pudicd  his  reprefentations  to  government  lo  Hrenuoufly,  and 

formed 

(/)  One  of  tlie  rt.ipic  commodities  of  Rmfij  being  furs,  tley  have  formed  feitlements  for 
collciting  thcin,  even  on  the  very  inhofpitable  lliorcs  of  Spitzb<r(;cn.  The  icttlers  arc  re- 
lii-  d  once  in  tuo  )ears  ;  aid,  according  lo  Monb.  I'ages,  ihty  e\iii  lent  f'me  ihips  of  war 
Into  ihtfv-  ic.is  a  few  years  fincc,  fo  mindful  is  the  policy  of  Rufii.i,  as  he  properly  remarks, 
to  her  affairs,  as  aniidil  the  conct-rns  of  Imh  an  cxunfne  empire,  not  to  negied,  a  few  mi- 
(trablc  hunters  fcattered  in  thofc  frozen  reyions  of  the  north. 

f 

(j)  Mr.  Di.bbs'  attti  ,ion  was  drawn  lo  this  olij'.-a  fo  early  a;  ihe  year  1733,  and  by  re- 
pcatcdiy  folicilin;;  the  coin;  any,  he  at  length  Mj-td  them,  to  get  rid  of  his  importunities. 

(for 
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I'ormed  fo  powerful  a  party  in  his  favour,  that  Sir  Charles  Wa-  i!liIi2iH 
ger,  who  then  prefided  at  the  Admiralty,  was  induced  to  fit  out 
two  velTels,  one  of  which  was  the  Furnace,  a  bomb  ketch,  and 
the  other  a  pink,  called  the  Difcovery;  the  command  of  the  (ird 
was  given  to  a  Captain  Middleton,  and  the  other  to  one  Moore. 
Middleton,  who  was  the  principal  officer,  had  for  feveral  years 
failed  as  commander  of  a  (hip  in  the  fervice  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay 
Company.  He  was  acknowledged  by  every  body  to  have  been 
a  man  of  very  great  abilities,  and  the  mod  proper  perfon, 
from  his  local  knowledge,  to  condu£l  a  voyage  of  that  nature. 
Mr.  Dobbs  had  received  confiderable  information  from  Middle- 
ton,  and  it  was  at  his  inllancc  that  Sir  Charles  Wager  appointed 
him  to  command  the  expedition. 

The  arguments  of  Mr,  Dobbs  were  founded  on  the  voyages  of 
Button  and  Fox,  the  only  perfons  who  had  navigated  the  Wel- 
come. Both  of  them  had  obfervcd  the  tides  to  rile  higher  in  pro- 
portion as  they  proceeded  to  the  northward,  whence  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  there  was  great  profpeft  of  an  opening  by  purfuing 
this  route.  He  had  likewife  been  at  great  pains  to  collefl  infor- 
mation from  Indians  trading  to  the  faftories,  which  led  him  to 
conclude,  that,  fomc  diilance  to  the  northward,  there  was  an 

G  opening 

(fur  it  doe»  not  appear  on  the  fac«  of  their  franfaflions,  in  this  or  any  ot!>cr  evp»uition,  th.it 
it  was  ever  ftiioudy  their  iutention  to  effift  a  difcovery)  to  fend  two  fmall  vefTcls  in  the  year 
1737.  They  went  no  further  than  62  dep.  30  min.  north  latitude,  where  they  law  the  iHands 
about  Corliet's  and  Rankin's  Inlets,  and  found  the  tide  to  rife  12  feet,  flowing  from  the 
north.     This  is  all  that  has  ever  tranfpircd  from  this  voyage. 


^^f^- 


42  HISTORICAL     ABRIDGEMENT 

^""'•^'"os-  opening  communicating  with  a  collection  of  water  which  had  a 
(jiredion  confidcrablv  10  the  fouthward  ar,d  weft  of  Churchill, 
;i!lording  ftrong  probability  of  a  ])a(T.ige  (rj. 


The  (hips  were  fitted  out  \>a\\  provifions  and  (lores  Tr  two 
fcafons,  and  ilicy  M'ere,  if  necefl'ary,  to  winter  ai  Clnrchili.  On 
!hc  iflef  July,  1712,  th.y  Aiilcd  from  Churcl'.il!  I"  the  nort';- 
ward,  and,  accordmg  to  his  inflrufVions,  he  (leered  tor  Marble 
Illand,  wli'.  :•!  he  arrived  fo  carlv  as  the  4ih.  On  the  j  -^th  i'ollow- 
ipT.  a  ix'.nt  kS  ';i!!(l  w,  ,-  (ten,  which  was  c,\!lefl  Cape  Dol;!'>.  I'o 
the  north  well  C)^thi^  ■  ;:>(•,  S:e  difcovc'cd  .:  very  coii(ideral)ie  in- 
let, which  !;e  eNplond  \:\\\\  gtrat  pciicverance,  until  the  water 
was  i>)und  to  be  bi.ickii'li.  After  lomc  weeks  fpcnl  in  this  jniet, 
\vhich  was  called  \S'a;rc.-  River,  he  (leered  along  the  coaft  totiie 
north  cad,  round  a  ca])c,  which  he  called  Cape  Hope,  as  tl'iC 
land  from  them  c  trended  a\vav  to  the  weflward  ;  but  it  was  foinid 
t'  terminate  in  a  large  bay,  in  which  no  opening  could  be  found, 
e\v  rpting  a  flrait,  in  tlie  latitude  67  deg.  north,  about  18  or  20 
leagiK  s  in  length,  running  to  the  fouth  cad,  which  divided  the 
land  of  Carey  Swan's  Xcft  from  the  north  main,!))'  which  means 
h.  was  difcovercd,  that  the  eaftern  part  of  the  Welcome  was  an 

idand. 


XI 


(r)  Iri'siaii  information  has  been  l.iuglici  ?.l:  but  I  am  anuni;  ihole  who  liu  not  wilh 
wholly  to  rcjcft  it.  It  is  from  want  of  fulliciciit  knowledge  ot  thc'r  languaijc  in  us,  and  not 
Ircm  a  deficiency  in  geographical  knovskdge  in  ihrm,  that  miftakcj  have  been  made.  'lime 
and  further  invelligation  of  ilie  country  have  (licwn  that  thefe  Indi:in»  were  cprrcft.  A  con- 
fidcrabic  lake,  called  the  Shethany,  which  communicates  with  the  f;a  at  Seal  Rivcf;  appears 
10  be  the  colle^ion  of  water  ihey  undcrilood  him  to  be  enquiring  after. 
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ifland.  The  bay  was  accordingly  called  Repulfe  Bay.  The  flood 
tide  came  through  the  (Trait  from  the  fouth  eaft,  and  the  ice  was 
fo  firmly  fixed  from  fide  to  fide,  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
fucceeding  in  any  attempt  to  pafs  it. 


•13 

MinniFTON 


It  appears  that  Middlcton,  as  well  as  Scroggs,  had  carried 
with  him  two  northern  Indians,  to  diretl  him  in  his  route  to  the 
copper  mine.  Thefe  Indians  were  well  acquainted  with  the  coaO 
as  far  as  Marble  Illand ;  but  as  they  went  beyond  that  to  the 
northward,  it  became  very  clear,  that  they  were  totally  ignorant 
of  their  fituation,  and  repeatedly  prelFcd  to  return  to  Marble 
Kland,  which  leemed  to  be  the  extent  of  their  knowledge  in  that 
direction.  Middleton  returned  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year. 


XXIX.  The  difpute  which  arofe  in  confcqucncc  of  the  event 
of  this  voyage,  between  Mr.  Dobbs  and  Captain  Middlcton,  is 
very  well  known.  The  arguments  adduced  by  the  former  were 
fo  generally  credited,  that  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  in 
fliares  of  an  hundred  pounds  eacii,  was  fubfcribed  in  order  to  fit 
out  an  expedition,  which  might  finally  determine  the  queflion. 
Moore,  who  commanded  one  of  the  veffels  which  went  with 
Middleton,  was  appointed  to  command  the  Dobbs  galley,  and 
the  other  veflel,  which  was  called  the  California,  was  given  to 
one  Smith.  Their  condufl  was  fubjed  to  the  controul  of  a 
council,  appointed  by  the  fubfcribers  for  that  purpofe. 

Go  The 
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The  two  fhi|)s  fiiilod  on  the  ::cth  of  May,   17  jG.    In  this  expe- 
dition, it  was  Hkcwife  thought  nccill'iiry,  that  they  Ihould  winter 
at  Port  Nelfon.  The  2.itli  of  June,  17,17.  ^^'^^Y  dep.nted  on  their 
voyage.      Near  Marble  liland  an  inlet  was  (ecu  by  the  perfons 
detached  in  the  boats  which  was  called  Bowden's  by  foi.e,  aftvr 
tlie  mate  of  the  California,  and  hv  others  it  was  named  the  Ciief- 
tcrfield  Inlet.     They  afterwards  went  into    Wager  River,  and 
lailed  up  as  far  as  they  eould  with  lafety  with  the  Hiips,  and  then 
difpatched  the  boats  to  explore  the  fouree  of  it.  The  boats  pro- 
ceeded until  it  was  found  to  terminate  in  a  fielh  water  lake,  into 
which,  at  iiigh  water,  the  tide  flowed  from  the  inlet ;  two  fmall 
rivers,  fioni  a  lake  to  the  fouth  well,  falling  into  it  at  the  well 
end.     'I'he  object  of  the  voyage  being  completed,  the  Ihips  re- 
turned without  makitig  any  further  attempts,  and  arrived  in  Eng- 
land in  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year. 

The  fate  of  poor  Middleton  is  to  be  lamented.  The  event  of 
this  voyage  evinced  the  malevolence  of  his  enemies,  and  fatisfied 
the  world  of  t'le  integrity  of  his  eonduQ,  and  accuracy  of  his 
obfervations :  but  being  neglefted  by  the  Admiialty,  and  de- 
prived of  his  employ  under  the  company,  borne  down  by  the 
weight  of  his  misfortunes,  he  retired  to  a  village  near  Gainlbo- 
rough,  where  he  died  in  diflrefs  fome  few  years  fince.  Anxious 
to  fupport  a  character  which  he  was  confcious  had  been  unjuftly 
attacked,  he  expended  the  little  property  he  had  faved,  and  was 
at  length  obliged  to  difpofe  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal, 

which 
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which  had  been  prefentccl  to  hirti  by  the  Royal  Society,  for  a 
paper  they  thought  worthy  of  that  mark  of  their  approbation. 

The  company  continued  to  enjoy  live  profits  arifing  from  their 
trade  for  a  long  time,  without  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  ma- 
king difcoveries.  The  Indians  brought  their  furs  down  to  the 
different  {ettlcments,  fo  that  they  were  totally  unacquainted  witii 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  excepting  by  the  information 
they  could  receive  from  them  during  their  annual  vifus;  but  the 
French  having  extended  their  refearches  by  the  upper  lakes  of 
Canada,  and  having  like  wife  eUablidied  polls  there,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  more  cflcttually  cultivating  their  trade  with  the  nortiiern 
nations  < 'F  Indians,  they  were  obliged,  in  order  to  counterbalance 
the  advantages  thus  gained  by  their  rivals,  to  form  fettiements 
furllicr  back,  and  faftors  were  accordingly  fent  to  receive  thofe 
furs  for  which  the  Indians  had  begun  to  find  a  nearer  market. 


AS 


XXX.  After  an  interval  of  tw'enty  years,  they  were,  however    """Toi-'m 
roufed  by  the  general  opinion,  that  the  opening  into  Chederfield      """'■" 
Inlet  afforded  confiderable  profpcci  of  a  paffage.     A  (loop  was 
accordingly  difpatched,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Chrifto- 
pher,  for  determining  this  point,  in  the  year  17G1. 


On  his  return,  he  reported,  that  he  had  navigated  the  inlet  for 
more  than  150  miles,  in  a  wefterly  diredlion,  until  he  found  the 
water  nearly  frefh,  but  that  he  had  not  feen  the  end  of  it.     To 

preclude 
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preclude  every  opportunity  of  cavil,  l:c  was  fcnt  agai-i  the  next 
vear,  in  company  witli  Mr.  Norton,  in  a  tender,  with  orders  to 
trace  it  to  its  Iburce,  il  j)racticablc.  The  event  of  this  voyage 
was,  that  tliey  found  a  frelh  water  lake  emptied  itlelC  into  the 
inlet,  which  lake  was  furveyed  by  the  tender,  and  found  to  be 
twenty-four  leagues  in  length,  and  fix  or  feven  in  breadth.  They 
perceived  thcinfclvcs  to  be  landlocked  on  every  point  of  the 
coinpafs,  except  to  the  wcilward  :  here  they  faw  the  mouth  of  a 
river, 

They  likewife  furveyed  this  ri\er  in  their  boat,  until  tiicy  were 
noj)ped  by  four  falls,  one  over  tlu'  other:  over  which  they  could 
not  find  water  enough  to  go  any  further.  A  pai  ■,■  was  landed, 
who,  following  its  banks  above  the  falls  for  fouic  miles,  obferved 
fevcral  ridges  of  rocks  extending  from  lide  to  fide,  which  were 
in  inofl  |)laces  dry. 

XXXI.  The  fpecimcns  of  purr  copper  ore,  which  the  Indians 
repeatedly  brought  to  the  faftory  at  Churchill,  left  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  veracity  of  the  reports,  which  had  been  received  for 
feveral  years,  concerning  a  mine  of  that  i-H'tal.  Tliev  agreed  in 
all  their  fcparate  sccounts,  that  it  was  fituated  near  the  furface 
of  the  ground,  at  the  mouth  of  a  ri\er  wiiich  emptied  iifelf  into 
the  fro/en  ocean.  To  afcertain  the  exacl  fituation  of  this  river 
was  an  objcfl  of  confiderable  nnportance,  as  it  was  fuppofed  that 
it  would  remove  every  idea  of  a  paffage  to  the  fouthward  of  the 

fpot 
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fpot  at  which  it  fliould  be  found  to  fall  into  the  fea.  To  fettle 
this  point,  Mr.  Hearne,  one  of  the  company's  fcrvants,  was  dif- 
paiched  by  land  in  1771,  with  fonie  of  the  northern  Indians,  to 
furvcy  and  determine  its  lituation. 


47 


lie  built  canoe;  in  the  computed  latitude  and  longitude  of 
62  deg.  57  min.  nortij,  and  18  deg.  wed  from  Churchill.  Having 
traverfed  a  chain  of  lakes,  on  the  21ft  of  June,  he  arrived  at  an 
Indian  fetiicment,  called  Congecathawhachaga,  the  latitude  of 
which  he  determined,  by  allronomical  obfervations,  to  be  in 
68  deg.  4()  min.  north,  and,  by  computation,  24  de^j.  2  min.  wed 
from  the  meridian  of  Churchill.  'Jhis  jjIjcc  is  near  a  lake  which 
difcharges  its  waters  by  a  river,  according  to  the  Indian  accounts, 
in  an  eadeily  direftion,  and  communicates  with  the  lea.  Mr. 
Hearne  does  not  ap|)ear  to  have  taken  any  other  oblervation  to 
fettle  his  track,  than  that  which  has  been  before  mentioned.  So 
that  the  exaft  latitude,  in  which  the  motuh  of  the  copper  mine 
river  is  fituated,  is  rather  uncertain;  but  he  thinks  himfelf,  that, 
from  the  accuracy  of  his  remarks  in  his  rate  of  travelling,  he 
cannot  err  more  than  20  miles,  when  he  fixes  it  in  72  deg.  north 
laiuude  (s).    The  longitude  nuiU,  however,  be  left  to  future  ob- 

fervers 
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(j)  Ml.  Ilearne's  quadrant  was  damaged  by  Tome  ncciJcnt,  lb  that  there  appears  to  b;-  an 
inaccuracy  in  his  obfcrvalioni.  'this  defeil  has  ')>;cn  examined  into,  and  it  is  ri'ppofeJ  that 
the  latitudes  Ihould  be  reduced  about  a  degree  furihcr  I'oulli.  This  journal  never  was  nuJo 
publn.  during  las  life  ;  but  I  am  intorme.i,  the  nuaufcript  is  purchafcd  by  Mr.  Wales,  who 
intends  committing  it  to  the  preh.  U  will  be  a  curious  recital  ot  almoit  unparalleled  hard- 
fhips  in  the  frozen  regions  he  vifitcd. 
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fcrvers,  as  his  weQing,  through  the  whole  of  his  journey,  does 
not,  in  any  inftance,  appear  to  be  regulated,  further  than  by  com- 
putation. Having  finilhed  the  objetl  of  his  journey,  he  returned 
by  a  route  which  carried  him  in  a  dire6\ion  to  the  wellward  of 
his  former  track  The  mod  remarkable  circumftance  in  his  re- 
turn is,  that  he  pafTed  a  lake,  named  by  him  the  Arathapefcow, 
which,  from  the  accounts  of  the  Indians,  is  one  of  the  largeft  in 
the  continent,  being  joo  miles,  or  more,  from  eafl  to  wefl(/). 


1^'; 


XWU.  The  expeditions  of  the  Ruffians,  from  the  coaft  of 
Kamchatlka,  excited  the  jcaloufy  of  the  Court  of  Spain.     The 
whole  coal!  being  defencelefs,  they  edabliOicd  pofls  at  Monterey 
and  St.  Francifco,  in  the  year  1769,  and,  in  the  year  i77^,fome 
fhips  wcie  fent  out  by  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Don  Bruno  Heceta.     From  fome  circumllances,  it  ap- 
pears, that  an  expedition  had  been  fitted  out  in  the  preceding 
year ;  but  we  have  no  account  of  it.     Heceta  failed,  from  the 
port  of  Saint  Bias,  on  the  16th  of  March.    On  the  9th  of  June, 
they  put  into  an  harbour  in  41  deg.  7  min.  north  latitude,  which 
they  named  de  la  Trinidad.     They  failed  again  from  this  har- 
bour, and,  after  attempting  to   land  on  an  ifland,  which  they 
called  de  Dolores,  they  made  the  land  on  the  )7th  of  Augulf,  in 
57  deg.  2  min.  north  latitude,  which  they  called  Cabo  del  En- 

ganno, 

(/)  This  lake  haj  been  partly  furveycd  hy  the  C.nidian  traders  from  Montreal,  fince  Mr. 
Hearne's  expedition,  and  called  the  Great  Slave  l.ake.  Another  collcfkion  of  water  to  the 
fouthward,  which  difchargcb  itfL-lf  into  thib  lake,  ii  called  Aralufka,  or,  as  Mr.  llc-arne 
undcrtiood  th:  Indiiu.;,  Araihapercovv. 
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ganno,  and  the  mountain  of  Elias,  which  Bchring  liad  difcovered 
before,  was  called  de  St.  Hyacintho.  Near  this  cape  they  en- 
tered two  harbours,  called  GuadaJoupe  and  de  Remedios,  taking 
poffcinon  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain.  On 
their  return  tiiey  wooded  and  watered  in  a  harbour  called  Bu- 
karelli,  in  55  deg.  17  min.  north  latitude.  Tiiey  were  nuitli 
allli^ed  by  the  fcurvy  in  their  voyage  liomc,  but  got  fafc  back  to 
St.  Bias  on  the  i6ih  of  November,  in  tiie  fame  year. 
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XXXIII.  Captain  Cook,  with  an  ardour  and  perfevcrance 
liardly  ever  equalled,  had  already  determined  the  nonexiftcncc 
of  a  fouthern  continent.  As  a  reward  for  his  fervices,  he  was 
appointi'cl,  fooii  after  his  return  from  this  voyage,  one  of  the 
Captains  oi  Greenwich  hol'pital.  But  his  MajcHy,  Simulated  by 
the  zeal  for  difcovery  which  will  make  his  name  famed  in  the 
annals  of  navigation,  called  him  from  his  retirement  once  more, 
to  accept  a  command,  and  endeavour  to  terminate  the  difpute 
about  the  exiflcnce  of  a  nortli-weft  paffage. 


In  tliis  expedition,  he  was  to  follow  a  track  hitherto  unat- 
tempted  by  any  Knglilli  navigator,  and  notwithnanding  he  failed 
in  the  attempt,  yet,  in  following  his  orders,  he  fhewed  a  zeal  to 
determine  the  (pieflion,  equal  to  that  which  fo  remarkably  dif- 
tinguifhed  him  in  his  former  voyage.  Thefe  orders  appear  to 
have  been  framed,  from  a  comparifon  of  the  difcoveries  of 
Middleton  and  Moore  with  the  journals  of  Chriftopher  and 

H  Hearne. 
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Hearne.  Moore  had  fully  fettled,  that  Wager  Inlet,  which 
Middleton  difcovered,  was  impafTable;  and  Chridopher,  in  1762, 
liad  afcertained  the  extent  of  the  Cheftcrfie Id  Inlet,  the  mouth  of 
which  was  feen  by  Moore,  in  1746.  Hence  it  was  concluded, 
that  there  could  be  no  profpct-}  of  fuccefs  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  latitude  67  deg.  north.  This  opinion  fccmed  to  be  further 
confirmed  by  Hearne's  journey  to  the  copper  mine  river,  parti- 
cularly as  the  Rulhans,  under  Bchring,  had  I'ecn,  what  was  fup- 
pofed  to  bo  the  wedcrn  coad  ol  ihc  coiuincnt,  in  fo  high  a  lati- 
tude as  6j  (leg,  north. 


In  conrc(iiiciue  of  this  received  opinion.  Cook  was  diretied  to 
lall  in  with  llie  coall  of  New  Albion,  and  explore  it  to  the  north- 
ward;  Imu  not  to  fpciid  fo  nuicli  time  in  examining  it,  as  to  pre- 
\  t'ut  !;iin  from  being  in  tlic  latitude  of  (>>  deg.  north  by  July, 
liom  this  latitude  lie  was  to  endeavour,  to  penetrate  by  any 
opening  he  might  lind,  which,  trendmg  to  the  cadward,  niiglit 
give  him  any  profpect  of  a  pafl'age  into  Baffin's  Bay.  Conform- 
ing ftrictly  to  the  letter  of  his  indruttions,  he  made  no  attempts 
to  examine  thofe  inlets,  which  bear  the  names  of  Defuca  and 
Defonte,  but  made  the  bed  of  his  way  to  the  place  of  his  dcdi- 
naiion. 


The  event  of  this  voyage  is  well  known  ,  but  before  I  difmifs 
the  fubjea,  I  cannot  help  remarking  how  unfortunate  it  is  to  the 
caufe  of  geography,  that  the  prejudices  of  this  celebrated  navi- 

gator 
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gator  (hould  fo  far  accord  with  the  opinion  which  operated  in 
the  conftru6lion  of  his  orders.  That  thefe  prejudices  influenced 
his  conduct,  when  near  thofe  latitudes,  in  fome  degree,  is  very 
apparent  from  an  infpe£lion  of  the  narrative  at  thofe  places. 
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The  fubfequent  voyages  which  have  been  made  to  the  north 
weft  coaft  of  America,  in  purfuit  of  commercial  advantages,  by 
means  of  the  fur  trade  to  the  ports  of  Ciiina,  have,  in  a  degree, 
removed  the  doubts,  which  were  fo  generally  entertained, of  what 
have  been  called  the  pretended  difcoveries  of  the  Spanifli  navi- 
gators. The  perfeverance  of  Captain  Cook  would  mod  undoubt- 
edly have  determined  the  qutllion,  and  left  but  little  for  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  to  explore,  had  not  his  own  opinion  coincided  with  that 
of  his  fuperiors. 


XXXIV.  In  order  more  effeftually  to  infure  tiie  fuccefs  of 
Cook's  expedition,  Lieutenant  Pickerfgill  was  fcnt  out  in  a  fmall 
brig,  to  furvcy  the  coaft  of  Baffin's  Bay.  This  voyage  fell  fhort 
of  its  objecl.  The  abilities  of  the  commander  gave  great  room 
to  hope  for  fuccefs,  but  his  irregularities  were  a  bar  10  the  full 
completion  of  its  objert.  The  latitude  of  68  deg.  30  min.  north 
was  the  full  extent  of  his  courfe,  and  Baffin's  Bay,  to  the  prefent 
lime,  remains  unknown,  except  from  the  imperfe6l  imformation 
of  its  firft  difcoverers  (u). 


H  2 


(u)  Vide  Obfcrvalions  on  Gillam's  Voyage,  page  .jti. 


The 


PICKTRSCIIT. 


52 


YOl'Nfl. 


HISTORICAL     ABRIDGEMENT 

XXXV.  The  Lords  of  the  Admirahy,  after  Pickcrfsrill  was  dif- 
mi/Ted,  appointed  Lieutenant  Young  to  the  fame  command,  yet 
lie  returned  with  even  lefs  fuccefs  than  his  predeceflor.  To  ufe 
thf  cxprelfion  of  the  editor  of  Cook's  Voyage,  *'  Vounj^  was 
"  more  calculated  to  fliarc  in  the  glories  of  a  \  i6lt)ry,  than  to 
'•  make  difcovcries  in  tlie  frozen  regions  of  the  north(xj." 


'  •  'a> 
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XXXV.  The  vclTels  fcnt  hv  the  Englidi  merchants  to  the 
north  wed  coaft  of  America,  aficr  the  return  of  Captain  Cook, 
liaving  difcovered  fevcral  confidcrable  inlets  on  that  part  of  the 
coaft  which  lie  did  not  examine,  the  Admiralty  inlnuli  d  to  at- 
tempt a  palfage  througli  Iliidfoii's  liay.  For  this  purpofc  Mr. 
Duncan,  a  mafter  in  the  navy,  who  had  commanded  a  Imall  iloop 
of  59  tons  burthen,  in  the  fur  liadc  to  China,  in  the  years  1787 
and  1788,  was  confidercd  to  be  a  p'-opcr  |)c[(on  to  conduct  the 
voyage.  His  Iia\ing  explored  tlu-  Archipelago  of  St.  La/arus, 
as  far  as  the  commercial  concerns  ol  his  owncis  would  permit 
him,  added  to  his  nautical  obfcrx  atioiis  made  on  the  ipot,  were 
a  fuflicient  recommendation.  The  Admiraltv  apj)cars  in  have 
referred  their  intentions  to  tjic  Iludlon's  Bay  (\)Mipany,  as  Mr. 
Duncan  was  employed  as  an  ofiiccr  m  their  (ir\  ice.  Maitei:,  be- 
ing 

(0  How  far  the  Danes  have  navigated  tliii  hay  i'  uicert.ii.i.  Within  t!ic  ;o  ycais  they 
have  been  fcttlcJ  on  the  well  coall  of  GrccnhinJ,  ihey  have  graduilly  extended  their  ftttlc- 
mcnts  as  far  to  the  northward  a?  the  Wcmcni  Ides  of  Batiin,  where  thev  have  now  a  fidory 
called  Opcrnwick.  Their  ti  .idc  to  this  part  of  tlie  worid  is  lonlined  to  a  company,  who  evterd 
their  faflories  according  as  they  find  it  necelTary,  for  the  convenience  of  tiie  fiftierie=,  uithuut 
paling  any  atlcntion  to  the  further  difcoMry  of  the  coall. 


ing 
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ing  arranged,  he  went  out  in  one  of  their  nii[)>,  in  1790,  to  take 
the  command  of  a  country  floop,  On  his  arrival,  tiie  (loop  was 
condemned  as  unfit  to  go  the  voyage.  He  olfv;red,  notwilhftand- 
ing,  to  go  in  her,  thinking  that  the  defers,  for  wliich  (lie  was 
condemned,  would  not  render  iier  unfafe  for  the  piirpofe  intend- 
ed; but  in  this  he  was  difappoin'.ed,  as  none  of  the  feamen  could 
be  perfuaded  to  accompany  lii'.n.  Unable  to  be  of  any  fervice  by 
remaining  in  the  country,  he  returned  in  one  of  tlic  annual  (hips 
in  the  autumn  of  the  finie  year.  In  the  next  (cafon  he  was  (itted 
from  London,  in  a  brig  belonging  to  tlie  comj^any,  called  the 
Beaver;  'ii  a  manner,  as  he  exprelfed  liiniiclf  in  a  converfation 
I  had  with  hin\  on  tlic  lubjett,  which  does  credit  to  the  liberality 
of  the  dircciors  ;  as  he  was  provided  with  every  thing  that  could 
conduce  to  the  fairly  of  the  vedel,  or  enfiue  the  he  dili  of  his 
people.  He  w;is  diretied,  by  his  orders,  to  explore  Corbet's  In- 
let, the  only  place  to  the  fouihward  of  Marble  Kland  which  had 
not  been  explored;  whence  he  was  to  proceed  to  I'nc  Clu ller- 
fiehi,  anrl.  by  iiieiins  ol  his  boats,  or  by  land,  he  was  to  fiir\cy 
the  ri\er  which  (alls  into  the  lake,  at  the  head  of  it:  'vh.icis  >7or- 
ton  had  before  exan;incd,  a  few  miles  to  liie  we(l\^ard,  in  i-6S, 
and  found  inipali.ible.  Afier  ha\  nig  aceomplidied  tliis  obivci,  he 
was  to  .vo  10  the  norihwaid.  He  arri'/ed  ai  Marb!e  ^'land,  fron\ 
England,  time  enough  to  examine  thoroughly  the  hrll  objeft  of 
his  inllru61ions.  Corbel's  Inlet,  as  he  foon  found,  wliat  there  was 
every  u'afon  to  expect,  that  it  terminated  in  a  bay,  which  was  ilie 
mouth  of  a  river,  navigable  only  for  canoes  at  any  gicai  dillance 

from 
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from  the  Tea.  After  wintering  at  Cluircliil!,  lie  proceeded  to  exe- 
cute tlie  fiTond  part  of  his  indrutlions,  the  examination  of  the 
Chcflerficld  Inlet.  \Vhen  he  arrived  there,  he  thought  proper 
to  leave  the  brig  in  Lake's  Harbour,  as  a  place  of  fafety,  while 
lie  went  in  the  boat  to  Norton's  I'alls.  From  thcfe  falls  he  fol- 
lowed the  coiirfe  of  the  river,  by  land,  until  he  found  it  come 
from  tlie  northward,  in  which  direction  he  traced  it  near  30 
miles,  when,  being  convinced  that  it  mud  be  the  drain  of  fomc 
lake  in  ;liat  line,  and  not  an  outlet  from  the  Dobaunt,  he  return- 
ed, being  fatisHed  that  his  following  it  further  could  not  lead  to 
am'  ufelul  difcovery.  ILnl  its  courfe  been  from  the  weRward,  he 
would  not  ha\c  lefi  it,  ho  fays,  until  he  had  feen  its  fourcc. 

Tliis  vovage  of  Dunc:\n  was  the  lafl  made  to  dilcover  a  paf- 
fagc  between  the  two  oceans. 

Having  now  concluded  my  j)Ian,  of  giving  an  abridgement  of 
the  feveral  aucmpts,  in  the  order  they  were  undertaken,  I  Ihall 
endeavour,  in  tiic  fuccecding  pages,  to  produce  fome  arguments, 
which,  I  b(lie\c',  will  tind  to  place  iliis  long  contelted  quedion 
in  a  dillercnt  light  from  that  in  which  it  has  been  generally  con- 
fidered.  To  make  the  fubjecl  more  clear,  it  will  be  necedary  to 
divide  it  into  two  pans  ;  the  (ird  of  which  will  treat  of  that  fup- 
poli.d  padage,  called  the  Straits  of  Aniaii:  and  the  other  will  be 
conhiied  10  \]vi  difcoverics,  laid  to  be  made  by  Dcfonte,  in  i6jo. 
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STRAITS     OF     A  N  I  A  N, 


C  O  N  T  A  I  N  I  N  (i 

Inlroduclion Cortes  difcovers  California — Coronado  difcova  s 

'I'cguayo  and  Oiiivira Voyage  o/' Alar^on — Objhval.iohs  on 

///c  Gulplw/"  California Voyao-e.^  r^  Cabrillo  and  ji\i\n  Dc 

I'uca—  Objcrvalions  on  his  Dijroicries — Slrmts  and  Sea  xchicli 
hair  his  name,  recognized  in  1787 — Communicate  with  the  Sea 
of  Quivira — Rrmarks  on  the  Padoucas,  or  Welch  Indians — 
Wyy.iges  made  in  confeouencc  of  l)c  l-'uca's'  Difcovcries — Viz- 
caino— Ship  Si.  Aut;ulHn — Ferrer  de  Maldonado — Vizcaino'^ 
fecond  Voy-ige — Martin  Agu\\i\T—0!>/ervalions  en  Maldonado'.v 
]'ox:ige — Difcoveries  of  I  he  Canadian  Traders Vifit  the  fro- 
zen Ocean — Obfervations  on  the  Japaiu'le  Map  of  Ka;mpfcr— 
Cook's  Difcoveries — 0'>fervations  on  his  Report — Lancafter'i 
Arcounl  of  a  North  W'efl  PaJJligc — Voyages  made  in  conjcqncncc 
of  his  Iiifornuition — Ilis  Knoxcledgc  of  MaldonadoV  Voyage-— 
In'juny  nilo  the  origin  of  the  Name  r)/  Anian — Not  ufed  before 
the  \~th  Century — Obfervations  on  the  Navigation  oj  the  North' 
cm  Seas — Conclufion. 

1  I  IE  pxiflence  of  a  paflage,  which,  from  its  fituation  in  rcfpptl  introductios 
t(;  Europe,  is  called  the  north  wed  paii'agej  has  been  the  fubjctl: 
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INTRODUCTION  ^j"  public  (lircudior  in  this  country  for  more  than  tuo  ci'murics. 
A  communication  between  the  two  foas  hatl  always  been  con- 
fidcred  worthy  ihe  attention  of  the  Icgillaiurc  ;  but  as  fuon  as  it 
was  determined,  on  i;ie  return  oi'  Moore  and  Smitli,  in  the  year 
17  j6,  that  there  was  no  profpecl  <f  a  pad'age  through  ilie  Wel- 
come, all  idea  of  any  further  attempts  was  given  up,  on  account 
of  the  high  latitude  iii  which  any  other  opening  muQ  be  fituated. 
At  that  time  this  country  liad  no  trade  which  could  be  benefited 
by  it,  excepting  that  which  is  under  the  charter  of  the  Eall  India 
company,  and  it  was  ihoiighi  iliai  the  navigation  o{  lludlon's 
Straits  alone  would  be  loo  hazardous  for  fucli  lliij)s  as  they 
cnijjloy  ;  but  circuinlhinces  are  altered  in  the  prclent  d^iy,  when 
we  are  extending  our  commerce  bejond  what  could  have  been 
conceived  at  any  former  period,  and  have,  at  a  very  conhJerablc 
expence,  cllablidied  ourfelves  on  the  north  wcfl  coall  of  the 
American  contitirnt.  A  palfage,  even  in  the  ingher  latitudes, 
would  now  be  defirable,  and  migiit,  in  fome  future  time,  amply 
compenfaie  for  the  expence  of  exploring  it.  This  communica- 
tion between  the  two  oceans  has  been  denominated  the  Straits 
of  Anian((7).  To  examine  what  probability  there  is  of  its  being 
p^ifTable,  anil  upon  what  circumllances  the  general  opinion  of 
its  exiilencc  is  founded,  will  be  the  fubje£t  of  tiie  following  Me- 
moir. 

In 

{a)  It  will  be  necclTiry  for  mc  10  rtnurk,  tlut,  according  to  thu  regular  method  of  trc:;t- 
ing  the  fubjeit,  1  ft'ould,  in  this  platr,  muke  foinc  enquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  name  of 
Anian.  It  is  my  intention  to  lake  notice  of  it  ;  but,  for  reafons  which  will  tlicii  be  obvioui, 
i  propofc  defirrnng  it  until  1  come  to  irca^  «t  Lancallcr's  account  of  a  nortliweft  paflaje. 
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111  the  Hiflorical  Abridgement  of  Difcovcries  in  the  North  of  '-"<"'""»» 
America,  I  deferred  giving  any  account  of  the  Spanifli  voyages, 
ivs  they  were  mollly  made  on  ilie  wed  coaft  of  America,  and 
were  more  particularly  coimefled  with  the  fubje61  wliich  will  be 
treated  of  in  the  following  pages.  It  will  therefore  be  proper, 
in  this  place,  to  take  notice  of  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  feverally  undertaken. 


After  the  empire  of  Mexico  was  complaatly  fubdued  by  the 
Spaniards,  Cortes  the  Conqueror  was  appointed  Admiral  of  the 
South  Sea,  while  the  government  of  the  province  was  given  to 
Don  Antonio  de  Mendoza  with  the  title  of  Viceroy.  The  hopes 
of  enriching  themfelves  by  the  difcovery  of  new  countries,  ex- 
cited them  both  to  turn  their  attention  towards  this  objc6l.  Cor- 
tes, as  admiral  of  the  feas,  confined  himfeir  to  the  fitting  out  a 
(lect  for  this  purpofe,  while  Mendoza,  as  viceroy  of  the  pro- 
vince, not  only  lent  an  army  by  land,  but  a  fmall  fquadron  like- 
wiro,   to  further  their  refearches  along  the  coafl. 


lot 


Thefc  expeditions  were  fet  on  foot  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
turn of  Mark  de  Niza,  a  prieff,  who,  accompanied  by  a  black 
fervant,  had  travelled  by  land,  as  far  as  38  or  39  dcg.  north  lati- 
tude, where  he  reported  he  had  difcovered  a  civilized  people  in 
a  place  called  Cibola,  who  dwelt  in  fortified  towns,  and  were  pof- 
fefled  of  great  quantities  of  gold(^). 

I  2  Cortes 

{i)  llcrrera,  Dec.  6,  lib.  7. 
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f.VrTKo.il'T  Cortes  font  out  tlircc  fh!|)s  under  the  toinmaiid  of  Francifco 
(le  Ulloa,  and  il  i .  faid  thai  he  embarkt-d  liimrclC  to  give  greater 
i-lfeft  to  the  cxprdltioii.  Thry  wrnt  as  hij;h  -i  •  30  (U'g.  north, 
difcovcring  the  (all  coall  of  Calilbiiiia,  wlicnee  the  ;;ul|)h  l)e- 
iwecn  it  and  llie  main  has  obtained  the  n.inic  nl  ihi'  Sea  o{  tlor- 
ics.  Herrera  (h\s,  that  i>ne  ol  the  (liips  was  h)ll,  and  that  UUoa, 
proceeding  on  i  >  ihe  in'iihward,  was  never  heiud  o(  afterwards. 
The  tliird  fliip  Uli  him,  when  ihey  got  as  high  a>  30  deg.  and 
relumed  to  new  Spain  [c). 


r  \Tt>i>"v.\ro 


Tlie  party  whieh  the  \ieeroy  fent  by  land,  was  und<  r  the  eom- 
mand  of  Franeifeo  Wifcjiu/  C Oronado.  'i  he  foidiers  whii  h  eom- 
pofed  this  little  armv,  were  eollected  together  at  the  lea  poii  of 
CuHacan,  about  200  leagues  to  ilu  northward  of  Mexieo.  /\lier 
proper  avrangeinents  wci*  ^)!ade  hir  a  cooperation  with  the 
I'qiiadron,  which  was  fitted  sUit  at  the  fame  place,  (^)ronado  de- 
parted to  the  norlhwaid,  i.Miu:  time  in  the  vear  1 ;  [o. 


<r...ir,.-)o  After  a  variety  of  fkirmilhes  with  the  natives,  he  arrived  at  a 
country  in  37  deg.  north  latitude,  whieh  is  Hill  called  Teguayo, 
wliere  the  cold  was  fo  extreme,  that  the  horles  and  men  palled 
over  the  river  on  the  ice.  After  a  liege  of  more  than  forty  days, 
they  took  the  capital  town  of  tjie  province,  but  not  without  very 
eonllderable  lofs;  for  the  Indians  being  flraitened  for  provilions, 
after  dclhoying  every  thing  that  was  valuable,  Tallied  ibrih  the 

town ; 

(i)  ilcifcra,  Dtc.  6,  lib.  7. 
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town  ;  but,  after  a  dcTperatc  refiftaiue,  were  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
Spaniards. 

From  the  province  of  Tcguayo  he  is  faid  to  have  gone  as  far  "" 
as  jo  dcg.  north  latitude,  to  a  country  called  Quivira,  where, 
notwitliflanding  it  was  further  to  the  northward  than  tl  c  place 
he  had  left,  by  three  degrees,  yrt  he  found  the  air  ue  tempe- 
rate ;  and,  contrary  to  the  manners  of  the  inhui  la^  of  Te- 
guayo,  who  live  in  towns,  the  people  of  Ouivira  |.  >  ,\ ,  tder- 
ing  life,  following  the  feafons,  and  roaming  in  fearcli  of  the  bell 
pallurage  for  their  caltle.  'llicy  fiw  here  ved'els  in  the  fea, 
wliich,  to  arcord  with  ilie  lage  of  that  period,  are  reported  to 
have  been  laden  wiili  iii<Mchandi/e  from  Cathav,  and  to  have 
had  gold  and  filver  pilicans  for  their  prows.  Coronado  returned 
to  Mexico  in  the  end  of  the  year  1512,  leaving  behind  Ibmc 
ecclefianics,  who  wert  Haiti  bv  the  people  of  Quivira,  excepting 
one,  wlio  mafle  his  eleape,  and  got  back  faff  to  the  Spanilh  ter- 
ritories. 'l'l;e  viceroy  ixpciuied  fix  ilioufand  ducats  on  this  ex- 
pednion  ;  but  11  dui-s  not  appear  that  any  advantage  ever  refult- 
cd  from  it  [d). 
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The  command  of  the  fquadron,  which  confifted  of  two  fliips,    t_ 
was  given  to  Fernando  Alar^on.   He  failed  from  Culiacan  at  the 
fame  lime  Coronado's  party  fet  oft'  b)'  land,  it  being  the  inten- 
tion of  the  viceroy  that  they  fhould  follow  tlie  direction  of  the 

coad, 

(</■)  ilcrrcra,  Dec.  6,  iib.  y, 
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coaft,  fc)  that  they  might  be  able  to  give  each  other  afliftance,  if 
neccfTary.  Being  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  of  Califor- 
nia, he  found  a  large  river,  the  current  of  which  was  fo  ftrong, 
that  the  fliips  could  fcarce  ftem  it.  Leaving  the  (hips,  he  manned 
and  armed  two  boats,  with  which  ht  went  up  the  river,  calling 
it  Buena  Guia,  a  name  which  is  now  changed  to  Colorado,  or 
North  River.  After  a  familiar  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  he 
underllood,  by  his  interpreter,  that  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
inhabited  by  twenty-three  nations,  who  fpoke  as  many  languages; 
and  that  the  river  fometimes  overflowed  its  banks  (e). 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  Ramufio's  account  of  this  expedition  ; 
but  Herrera  fays,  that  Alar9on  went  as  far  north  as  36  degrees, 
when,  his  fliips  being  in  bad  condition,  and  his  crew  fickly,  the 
coafl  moreover  beginning  to  trend  to  the  northward,  in  which 
cafe  he  mufl;  have  removed  ftill  farther  from  the  troops,  who 
were  even  then  at  the  diftance  of  ten  days  march  from  him,  he 
returned  home. 

Herrera's  account  of  this  voyage,  when  compared  with  the 
preceding  journal  of  Coronado's  expedition,  gives  great  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  fea  extends  as  high  as  the  latitude  40  deg.or 
more,  north.  In  conformity  to  this  opinion,  it  was  for  a  long 
time  generally  fuppufed  that  California  was  an  ifland,  feparated 
from  the  continent  by  the  fea  difcovertd  by  Cortes.    But  in  the 

begiiiaing 

(/)  Ramuflo,  Vol.  3,  Ed   1613. 
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beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  a  narrative,  written  by  Father 
Kino,  a  Jefuit,  was  publilhed  in  the  Lettres  Edijiantes.  By  this 
it  appears,  that  Ramufio's  account  is  exa£l  in  refpeft  to  the  river 
which  Alarfon  called  fiuen  Guia,  and  which,  he  fays,  falls  into 
the  bottom  of  the  Gulph  of  California ;  as  this  Father  Kino,  be- 
tween the  years  1698  and  1701,  according  to  the  map  annexed 
to  the  narrative,  difcovered  a  paflage  by  land  to  California,  after 
paffing  this  river,  the  mouth  of  which  he  found  to  be  in  about 
32  degrees  north  latitude.  To  reconcile  the  difference  between 
this  account,  and  the  defcription  as  above  given  from  Herrera, 
we  muft  fuppofe  that  Herrera  muft  mean  the  fame  as  RamuHo ; 
that  Alarfon  went  as  far  as  36  deg.  north,  where  he  found  the 
courfe  of  the  river,  inftead  of  the  trending  of  the  coaft,  carried 
him  in  a  dire£lion  which  would  encreafe  his  diftance  from  the 
troops,  if  he  proceeded  any  further.  Indeed  the  two  narratives 
cannot  be  reconciled  in  any  other  way  {/). 

Alar9on  appears  to  have  arrived  at  Mexico  fome  lime  before  iBfAnmiio 
the  return  of  the  troops;  for  Juan  Rodriguez  de  Cabrillo  was 
appointed  to  command  another  fquadron,  for  the  f-ime  purpofe, 
in  the  year  1542.    Cabrillo  direfted  his  cour'e  along  the  weft 
coafl  of  California,  and  although  he  did  not  proceed  To  far  as  his 

inflruClions 

(/)  ILrrera's  account  Teems,  however,  to  be  very  clear,  and  if  it  be  at  all  admitted,  it 
makes  dircdiy  againlt  the  Jefuit's  account.  Ali'^on  went,  accoidini;  tu  Herrera,  Dec.  6, 
lib.  9,  up  this  river  85  leagues,  and  then,  hearing  no  news  of  Coronado,  in  fearchof  whom  • 

he  went,  he  failed  down  again  to  his  Diiijs,  and  continued  along  ihe  coall  many  days  nfte r, 
goiuig  four  degree!  farther  than  the  Riips  fent  by  Cortes. 


1     '. 
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i.R.cAnRuiQ  inftruftlons  direfted  him,  on  account  of  want  of  provifions  and 
ficknefs  among  his  crew,  yet  he  faw  a  point  of  land  m  42  deg. 
north  latitude,  which  he  named  Cape  Mendocino,  in  compli- 
ment to  the  viceroy  {g). 


J1\N   PTFIC.V 


The  relation,  which  I  am  now  going  to  enter  upon,  has  made 
great  noife  in  the  world,  and  within  a  very  few  years  I  fiiould 
have  been  laughed  at,  if  I  had  attempted  to  confider  it  in  any 
other  light,  than  as  an  ingenious  contrivance  to  deceive  the 
world,  and  raifc  the  expeftations  of  perfons  concerned  in  pro- 
moting expeditions  in  fearch  of  a  palTago. 


Juan  de  Fuca  was  a  Greek,  from  the  ifland  of  Cephalonia,  and 
his  real  name  was  Apollolos  Valerianos.     He  had  been  pilot  to 
three  fhips  which  were  font  out  under  the  command  of  a  Spa- 
niard, by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  difcover  the  Straits  of  Anian; 
but  the  voyage  was  fruttrated  by  a  mutiny  among  the  crew.    In 
the  year  1592,  the  viceroy  again  fitted  out  a  caravel  and  a  pin- 
nace with  the  fame  intent,  and  entrulltd  the  fole  command  to 
De  Fuca.  In  the  latitudes  47  and  48  deg.         h,  he  faw  an  inlet, 
through  which  he  failed  into  an  extei-'ne  l^u.   He  continued  na- 
vigating this  fea  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  days,  during  which  time 
he  landed  in  different  places,  and  the  people  of  the  country  were 
clothed  in  Ikins      The  coaft  varied,  fometimes  ftretching  to  the 
north-weft,  at  others  to  the  north-eaft,  and  in  fomc  places  to  the 

fouth 

■     ■  I 

ig)  Herrera,  Dec.  7,  lib.  5, 
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fouth-eaft.     A  number  of  iflands  were  fcattered  in   different   J'^-lli'HilL.^ 

1:1' 

parts,  and  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  where  he  entered  was  30 
leagues  wide.     Suppofing  that  he  had  pafled  into  the  northern 
ocean,  and  aftually  difcovered  the  obje£l  of  his  expedition,  he 
returned  to  Acapulco  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year.     After 
waiting  two  years  in  expeftation  of  a  reward  from  the  viceroy, 
De  Fuca  went  to  Spain,  where  he  waited  fome  confiderable 
time,  without  meeting  with  any  compenfationfor  his  difcove- 
ries,  and  it  appears  that  his  refidence  in  Spain  was  under  coer- 
cion ;  for  when  he  left  it,  he  fet  out  by  ftealth,  with  an  intention 
of  returning  to  his  own  country.    At  Venice  he  gave  an  account 
of  this  voyage  to  one  Dowlafs,  an  Englifli  mariner,  who  gave  the 
narrative  to  Mr.  Michael  Lock.     De  Fuca  offered  to  command 
any  expedition  in  the  fervice  of  England,  on  confideration  of 
being  reimburfed  a  confiderable  fum  which  he  faid  he  had  loft 
fome  years  be.ore,  when  in  an  Acapulco  fhip  taken  by  Caven- 
difli.     This  fum,  which  was  60,000  ducats,  being  fo  very  confi- 
derable, his  offer  was  not  immediately  accepted,  and  he  appears 
to  have  died  before  fufficient  arrangements  could  be  made,  to 
enter  into  any  other  agreement  with  him  {h). 


Thefe  difcoveries  were  admitted  into  the  maps  of  that  period  ; 
but  as  there  were  feveral  parts  of  his  account  which  appeared  to 
be  fabulous,  the  whole  became  in  procefs  of  time  to  be  difcre- 
dited,  and  mofl  of  the  latter  geographers  have  thought  proper 

K  to 

(«)  Fox's  N.  W.  Fox.    Purchas  Pilgrims,  Book  IV.  part  3, 
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to  rejefl  it.   That  great  navigator,  Captain  Cook,  was  too  much 
led  away  by  the  current  of  general  opinion,  and  De  Fuca's  vera- 
city continued  to  be  doubted  fo  late  as  the  year  1787,  when  the 
commanders  of  fome  Englifli  veflels,  fitted  out  with  a  view  to 
commercial  advantages  only,  had  the  fatisfaflion  of  doing  juftice 
to  his  memory.  They  found  thefe  (Iraits  fituated  about  a  degree 
more  to  the  northward  than  De  Fuca  reported  them  to  be,  and 
the  entrance  was  found  not  much  more  than  half  the  extent 
he  reprefents ;  but  there  cannot  be  the  lead  doubt  of  the  inlet 
being  the  fame,  as  they  faw  an  ifland,  with  a  remarkable  pin- 
nacle rock,  off  the  point  of  land  forming  the  fouth  fhore  of  the 
flrait,  exadly  as  it  is  defcribed  in  the  accounts  of  De  Fuca's 
voyage.    Having  vifited  this  coaft  without  any  intention  of  pro- 
ceeding upon  difcoveries,  this  inlet  was  not  examined  beyond 
fifteen  leagues  within  the  entrance.    At  that  diftance  a  clear  and 
extenfive  horizon  was  feen,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  to  the 
eaftward.    Their  commercial  concerns  prevented  them   from 
making  a  more  accurate  examination ;  but  at  the  fame  time  an 
American  veflel,  in  the  fame  trade,  followed  their  track,  and  the 
mafter  of  her  reported,  that  he  navigated  eight  degrees  of  la- 
titude in  a  confiderable  fea,  the  full  extent  of  which  he  could 
not  determine  (i).    In  confirmation  of  this,  Mr.  Duncan,  who 
then  commanded  a  fmall  floop  at  Nootka,  fays,  that  while  he 
was  in  the  entrance  of  the  ftrait,  he  was  fully  convinced  of  fome 
confiderable  extent  of  water  beyond  it,  as,  in  one  part,  he  found 

the 

(«■)  Vide  Mears'  Voyagei  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America. 
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the  flood  tide  to  come  from  the  eaflward.  The  extent  of  this  fea 
can  only  be  determined  by  future  obfervations,  and  any  opinion 
that  may  be  formed,  in  the  prefent  day,  muft  be  founded  upon 
conjefture ;  but  there  are  certainly  ftrong  reafons  to  fuppofe,  thai 
it  extends  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  fouthward,  as  well  as  to 
the  northward,  communicating  perhaps  with  the  fea  of  Quivira. 


^7 


The  earlier  tranfaftions  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  weftern  world 
have  been  recorded  by  a  variety  of  hiflorians,  who  have  uni- 
formly agreed,  that  the  province  of  Quivira  is  (Ituated  to  the 
north  of  New  Mexico,  and  is  bounded  by  a  large  extent  of  wa- 
ter to  the  weftward  {k). 


Todifcover  this  fea,  was  an  objeft  much  delired  by  the  Court 
of  France,  during  the  whole  time  they  were  in  poffeflion  of  Loui- 
fiana.  For  this  purpofe,  the  miffionaries,  diftributed  along  the 
banks  of  the  Miflifipi,  were  direfted  to  gain  all  the  information 
in  their  power  from  the  natives  of  their  different  miflions.  It  will 
not  be  digrefling  too  much  from  the  fubje6l,  to  make  fome  ex- 
tra£ls  from  the  publication  which  contains  their  reports. 

It  appears  that  the  Sioux,  Outaouacs,  and  feveral  other  na- 
tions, agree,  that  "  fome  of  the  rivers,  which  have  their  fource 
"  in  the  mountains  at  the  head  of  the  Miflifipi,  take  a  weftern 
"  courfe^  and,  after  running  through  a  country  inhabited  by  men 

K  2  who 

(k)  Vide  Hcrrera,^Goinara,— De  L»et. 
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"  who  have  beards,  live  in  fortified  towns,  and  are  armed  and 
•'  cloathed  like  Europeans,  fall  into  the  fea,  or  great  lake,  which 
*•  is  full  of  large  veflels  very  different  from  their  canoes  (/). 


m 


Father  Marquette,  in  particular,  a  miflionary  among  the  Ou- 
taouacs,  found  out  the  fource  of  a  river,  which,  from  its  courfe, 
is  called  the  River  of  the  Well,  "  at  the  mouth  of  which,  the  fa- 
**  vages  told  him,  they  had  feen  four  large  veflels  under  fail(/»j." 

Father  Charlevoix  fays,  that  a  Miamis  Squaw  informed  him, 
"  flie  had  been  carried  by  a  party  of  the  Sioux  to  a  village  of 
*•  that  nation,  which  bordered  on  the  fea  (n)." 

And  Father  Hennepin  was  told  by  fome  of  the  Sioux  who  live 
to  the  weftward,  that,  "  from  the  mountains  which  form  the 
"  fource  of  the  Miflburi,  veflels  might  be  feen  failing  on  the 
"fea(o}." 

Monfieur  Buache  mentions  a  letter  he  received  from  the  Sieur 
Dumont,  who  was  employed  by  the  French  Court  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  in  furveying  Louifiana.    In  this  letter  he  informed 

him, 

(/)  Vide  Relation dc la  Nouvelle  Fmncederan.  1632,  1641,  1666,  ice. 

{/»)  Ibidem,  Relation  de  1'  an.  1670. 

(«)  Vide  Journal  dii  Perc  Charlevoix  1744,  Lettrc  xxviii. 

(0)  Father  Hennei^n's  Relation,  1698. 
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him,  "  that  he  had  been  guided  in  1722  by  a  map,  given  to  him 
"  by  M.  Bienville,  commandant  of  New  Orleans.  This  was  made 
"  for  the  direftion  of  the  Spanifh  caravan  from  New  Mexico  to 
*'  the  Mifiburi,  having  been  taken  by  fome  of  the  MilTouri  In- 
"  dians  among  the  baggage  of  fome  Spaniards  whom  they  made 
"  prifoners,  and  prefented  by  them  to  the  commandant  at  Fort 
"  Illinois.  Upon  this  map  wiis  reprefented  the  coafl;  of  a  fca, 
"  which  they  approached  near  to  in  their  route  {p)'.' 

The  Indians  who  come  down  to  trade  at  the  fa£iories  in  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  likewife  concur  in  fimilar  reports,  of  a  large  Tea  being 
to  the  fouth-wed,  the  coaft  of  which  is  inhabited  by  people  who 
have  beards,  and  who  fail  from  one  place  to  another  in  fliips  [q). 

And  in  further  confirmation,  the  Canadians  who  are  em- 
ployed in  coUefting  furs  on  the  northern  lakes,  have  found  ftray 
horfes,  which  have  been  marked  with  Roman  letters  on  the 
haunches,  and  the  Indians  have  bartered  with  them,  weapons 
apparently  of  European  manufafture  (r). 

So  many  accounts  received  at  various  times,  and  from  In- 
dians who  are  fo  very  diftantly  fituated  from  each  other,  leave 

(/)  Buache  Conftderations  Gcograph.  et  Phyf.  Paris,  I7;3,  p.  36. 
(j)  EUU'  Voyage,  8vo.  1748,  p.  304.  ^ 

(r)  Umfre»ille'j  prcfcnt  State  of  Hudfon'j  Bay,  p.  178. 
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us  no  room  to  doubt  of  fome  foundation  for  their  reports ;  but  to 
account  for  the  particular  circumftances  of  men  having  beards, 
(which  is  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  all  other  Indian  nations  of 
America,  who  pluck  them  out)  and  of  their  navigating  the  fea 
with  fhips  carrying  fails,  it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  the  Spaniards 
h^e  fettlements  not  far  from  the  fources  of  the  Mintfipi  and 
MiflTouri  rivers,  or,  at  leaft,  that  they  have  traders  fent  from 
New  Mexico,  among  the  nations  on  the  borders  of  the  Englifli 
fettlements ;  but  even  before  the  Spaniards  were  in  pofTeinon  of 
New  Mexico,  or  what  they  call  their  Miflion  of  Santa  Fe,  we 
have  fimilar  accounts. 


^rl 


For  independent  of  the  information  brought  by  Coronado  and 
Alar^on,  in  1540,  which  has  been  taken  notice  of  before;  when 
D'  Efpejo,  in  1583,  penetrated  into  the  fame  country  by  another 
route,  from  Vera  Cruz  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  by  means  of 
the  Rio  Bravo,  or  North  River,  he  found,  that  to  the  north- 
ward, beyond  the  mountains,  was  a  nation  of  Indians,  who  were 
dreffed  fomewhat  after  the  European  fafhion,  and  who  lived  in 
towns  on  the  borders  of  a  great  lake,  or  fea  (.f).  Hence  it  is 
very  clear,  that,  before  the  Spaniards  fettled  to  the  northward  of 
Old  Mexico,  there  were  nations  who  dwelt  in  towns,  on  the 
borders  of  a  weftern  fea,  or  lake,  which  they  navigated  in  vefFels 
larger  than  common  canoes,  drefling  themfelves  in  cloaths,  which 
made  them  appear  like  Europeans,  and  defending  themfelves 

againfl 

(j)  Laet.  lib.  7.  ch.  ax,  23,  24. 


-y 


STRAITS    OF    ANIAN. 

againd  their  invaders,  in  a  manner  unufual  to  what  had  been 
found  among  the  nations  through  which  they  had  pafTed  before. 
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I  (hall  here  venture  to  offer  an  opinion,  which  may  not  meet 
the  entire  approbation  of  every  one  of  my  readers;  but  fuch  ad- 
vances have  been  made,  of  late  years,  in  the  fcience  of  geogra- 
phy,  that  we  are  daily  led  to  examine,  with  ftri6l  attention, 
accounts  which  have  been  exploded  for  want  of  fufficient  infor- 
mation. This  has  been  the  cafe  with  the  hillory  of  Madoc, 
or  Madog's  voyage  from  Wales  to  America.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Welch  Chronicles  make  mention  of  his  leaving  that 
country,  on  account  of  fome  quarrel  with  his  brothers,  and  on 
his  return,  he  gave  an  account  of  a  new  country,  which  he  had 
difcovered  acrofs  the  weftern  ocean,  to  form  a  fettlement  in 
which,  he  afterwards  failed  with  ten  (hips,  but  never  returned(^}. 


RcnJtki  on  tht 
pjtlout.'*!  ui  Welcli 
InUUns. 


1  {hall  not  enter  into  any  arguments,  to  defend  this  narrative 
againd  the  objeftions  which  have  been  offered,  on  account  of 
the  polarity  of  the  magnet  not  having  been  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  navigation  in  thofe  days,  without  which  it  has  been  ad- 
vanced, he  could  not  have  fucceeded,  either  in  returning  to 

Wales, 


(/)  This  happened  towards  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,  and  is  recorded  in  the  poems  of 
Meredydh  ap  Rhys,  who  flourilhed  in  the  year  1470;  of  Gutwin  Owen,  in  1480;  and 
Cvnfrig  ap  Gronw,  near  the  fame  period.  Thefe  bards  preceded  the  expedition  of  Colum- 
bus, and  relate,  or  allude  to,  that  of  Madoc,  as  an  event  well  known,  and  univerfally  re- 
ceived, to  have  happened  three  hundred  years  before.  Vide  Jones's  Mufical  Relics  of  the 
Welch  Bards,  p.  19.  andHumfrey  Lhuyd.  Welch  Chron.  p.  zz8. 
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Wales,  or  fiiuling  the  country  on  his  return.  I  fliall  reft  myfdf 
entirely  upon  the  opinion  which  is  now  entertained  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  account. 


\i\ 


No  traces  of  this  colony  were  found  for  many  years  after 
fcttlemcnts  were  made  in  America;  but  fubfequent  refearches 
have  brought  to  light  a  very  numerous  tribe,  in  a  fertile  country 
on  the  banks  of  the  Upper  MifTouri,  the  people  of  which  are 
white,  and  are  a  diftinft  fpecies  from  the  aborigines  who  fur- 
round  them.  They  are  likcwifo  faid  to  have  written  records  of 
their  dcfcent,  and  many  remains  of  European  manners.  To 
this  nation  the  French  have  given  the  name  of  Padoucas.  Per- 
fons  verfed  in  the  Welch  language  fay,  that  Madoc's  followers 
would  have  been  denominated  Madogwys ;  now,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  the  French  have  always  been  famed  for  adapting 
names  to  their  own  vernacular  idiom,  and  by  that  means  ren- 
dering them  very  different  from  the  original  pronunciation,  we 
may  be  led  to  conclude,  that  Padoucas  is  the  fame  name,  with 
the  alteration  of  the  initial  letter,  but  to  which  they  have  given 
their  own  termination  of  cas,  inftead  of  the  Welch  gxvys, 
(people)  (w\  , 


I 


Father  Charlevoix  obferves,  from  the  information  he  received, 
*'  that  the  Padoucas,  and  their  neighbours  the  Panis,  are  fituated 

very 

(k)  Gentleman's. Magazine,  vol.  for  1790. 
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very  near  the  coaft  of  the  weftern  fea  (x).  That  thofe  coa(h 
■  were  formerly  inhabited  by  other  nations,  we  have  two  evi- 
dences to  produce.  In  the  firft  place,  according  to  foinc  of  the 
miifionaries,  "  the  Illinois,"  before  the  French  arrived  in  Loiiifi- 
ana,  "  were  feated  near  the  fea  to  the  weflward,  from  wlience 
"  they  were  driven  by  their  enemies  (y)."  And  we  are  informed, 
in  another  place,  by  Charlevoix,  "  that  not  only  the  Illinois, 
"  but  likewife  the  Miamis,  came  from  the  fea  coaft  to  the  weft- 
"  ward  (z)." 
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Comparing  thcfe  circumftances  with  the  others,  I  (hall  venture 
to  take  it  for  granted,  (without  entering  into  any  further  argu- 
ments on  their  migrations  from  the  caftern  coaft,  where  they 
muft  have  landed,  fo  far  into  the  country,)  that  the  Padoucas  are 
defcended  from  the  people  who  went  over  with  Madoc.  Being 
fuuatcd  fo  contiguous  to  the  weftern  fea,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 
that  a  people,  accuftomed  to  navigation,  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  advantages  of  their  fituation  ;  fo  that  we  can  by  thefe 
means,  not  only  account  for  the  men  with  beards,  and  horfes 
marked  with  Roman  letters,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  fup- 
pofition  that  the  Spaniards  have  fettlements  further  to  the  north- 

L  ward 


I 


(»)  DiAionnaire  Geograph.  de  la  Marteniere.  Ed.  1741   at  WorJ  Miirouri. 


(jf)  Relation  de  la  nov.  France,  1'  an.  167O1 1671. 


(•)  Journal  da  Pere  Charlevoix,  1744,  Lettrexx. 


^  r 


MEMOIR    ON    THE 

ward  than  is  generally  agreed  upon  in  Europe  {a)  ;  but  likewife, 
iillowing  for  the  prejudices  of  the  times,  give  fome  credit  to  the 
report  of  Coronado  having  feen  large  (hips,  loaded  with  mer- 
chandize, without  fuppofing,  with  him  and  fome  later  authors, 
that  they  were  from  China  or  Japan  [6). 

The  jcaloufy  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  great  precautions  which 
they  took  while  the  French  were  in  poireflion  of  Louifiana,  left 
ihey  fliould  penetrate  to  the  weftward  by  means  of  the  MifTuuri, 
gives  great  room  to  fuppofe,  that  they  meant  to  conceal  that 
part  of  the  continent  from  the  knowledge  of  other  nations. 
They  made  fevcral  attempts  to  gain  the  command  of  the  Mif- 
fouri,  which  is  reported  to  be  navigable  1300  miles  from  its 
junftion  with  the  MiHifipi.  In  one  of  thefe  attempts,  the  map, 
which  I  have  before  taken  notice  of  on  the  authority  of  Monf. 
Buache,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who  gave  it  to  the 
commandant  at  Fort  Illinois.  What  they  were  not  able  to  effefl 
by  force,  they  gained  by  the  policy  of  the  family  compafci,  and 
the  MilTifipi  is  now  a  barrier  againll  the  intrufions  of  their  neigh- 
bours; but,  perhaps,  the  rapid  advances  which  the  back  fettlers 
are  making  in  the  United  States  will  foon  tranfgrefs  the  boun- 
dary, 

{a)  This  circiim  (lance  is  worthy  the  attention  of  government  ;  for  the  lati;  convention  ^vith 
Spain  confines  the  limits  of  our  trade  on  the  coaft,  to  the  northward  of  where  the  Spaniarrfi 
are  already  fettled.  This  is  an  indefinite  term,  and  may  give  rife  to  a  future  qucftion  of 
ripht.  As  their  northern  fcttlcment  is  at  St.  Francifeo,  in  California,  that  fliouid  have  been 
fixed  as  the  extent  of  their  boundary. 

(A)  Vide  Mcmoirc  Dclidc  fur  la  Mcr  de  I'Oued. 
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dary,  and  ^v•hat  the  French  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  do,  the 
Americans  will  efi'cfl  in  the  courfe  of  a  fliort  time,  and  by  that 
means  extend  their  empire  to  the  other  Tea. 

Before  I  conclude  this  account,  I  fliall  juft  take  notice,  that 
when  De  Fuca  obferves  he  had  failed  into  the  north  fea,  we  are 
not  to  fuppofc,  as  fome  autliors  have  done,  that  thereby  he 
meant  the  Atlantic,  and  intended  to  convey  an  idea  that  he  had 
pafled  from  the  weflern  to  the  cadcrn  fide  of  the  continent.  It 
is  very  clear  that  the  frozen  ocean  to  the  northward  of  the  con. 
tinent  of  America,  is  the  fea  which  he  calls  the  north  Tea,  whence 
we  are  led  to  conclude,  that  there  muft  be  a  communication  be- 
tween them.  This  appears  to  be  corroborated  by  modern  obfer- 
vation,  if  the  account  can  be  depended  upon,  that  Sir  John 
Macpherfon,  when  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  informed  by 
feme  Spaniards  of  an  inlet  in  the  latitude  of  47  deg.  45  min, 
north,  which  was  navigated  in  twenty-feven  days,  as  far  as  the 
vicinity  of  Hudfon's  Bay. 
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The  veil  of  myftery,  which  was  thrown  for  a  number  of  vears  voy.B„m,d,  ,„ 
o\er  this  account,  being  removed,  we  may  prefume  that  it 
could  not  long  fail  to  draw  »he  attention  of  the  Spanifli  govern- 
ment ;  and  we  might  even  venture  to  rifk  an  opinion,  that  tlie 
fucceeding  voyages  of  trie  Spaniards  were  made  in  confequence 
of  this  difcovery,  inftead  of  having  a  reference  entirely,  as  the 
Spanifli  hillorians  would  have  us  believe,  to  the  expeditions  of 
Drake  and  Cavendifh. 
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Within  four  years  after  the  return  of  De  Fuca  a  fquadron  was 

fitted  out  under  Sebaftian  Vizcaino ;  but  for  want  of  provifions, 

;>.nd  having  loft  feventeen  of  his  men,  he  did  not  go  more  than 

100  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Mazatlan  on  the  coaft  of  New 

Spain. 


Ship  St.  Aii|;'i{<ir 


w 

w 

)■ 
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Cabrera  Bueno,  an  Admiral  in  the  Spanifli  fervice,  publifiied 
a  folio  volume  on  fpeculative  and  praftical  navigation,  at  Ma- 
nilla, in  the  year  1734.  In  one  of  the  chapters,  containing 
"  Direftions  from  Cape  Mendocino,  towards  the  port  of  Aca- 
"  pulco,  along- fliore,"  fpeaking  of  the  port  of  San  Francifco,  he 
fays,  "  To  the  fouth  fouth-weft  of  this  port  are  fix  or  feven  fmall 
"  Farellons,  of  different  fizes,  little  more  than  a  league  in  cir- 
"  cuit ;  in  coming  from  Cape  Mendocino  for  this  port,  being  fix 
"  leagues  of  the  point  to  fouth-eaft  by  fouth,  you  will  make  the 
"  Punta  de  los  Reyes,  and  fee  the  Farellons,  which  is  a  good 
•'  mark  to  know  it.  Here  the  ftiip  St,  Auguftin  was  loft  in  1595, 
"  on  difcovery,  and  the  caufe  of  her  lofs  was  more  in  thofe  on 
*•  board  than  by  ftrefs  of  weather."  This  is  the  only  account  we 
have  of  this  voyage. 

A  voyage  is  faid  to  have  been  made  in  the  year  1598.  The 
only  account  we  have  of  it  is  from  a  memoir  read  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  Nov.  13,  1790,  by  Mr. 
Buache,  Geographer  to  the  French  King.  The  fubftance  of  this 
memoir  is,  that  M.  De  Mendoza,  a  Captain  in  the  Spanifti  navy, 

employed 
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employed  to  form  a  colleftion  for  the  ufe  of  that  fervice,  having 
fearched  various  archives,  found  an  account  of  this  voyage, 
which  was  made  under  the  command  of  Lorenzo  Ferrer  de  Mal- 
donado.  From  an  infpeflion  of  this  journal  it  appears,  that 
when  he  arrived  in  latitude  60  deg.  noi-th,  and  longitude  325 
deg.  eaft  from  Ferro,  he  fleered  to  the  weftward,  leaving  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  to  the  fouth,  and  Baffin's  Bay  to  the  north,  and  in  the 
latitude  65  deg.  north,  and  longitude  297  deg.  eaft  from  Ferro, 
(from  which  meridian  the  longitude  is  reckoned  through  th<* 
whole  journal)  he  altered  his  courfe  to  the  northward,  failing 
through,  what  he  calls,  the  Straits  of  Labrador,  until  he  found 
himfelf  in  latitude  76  deg.  north,  and  longitude  278  deg.  eaft,  in 
the  frozen  ocean  ;  he  then  held  his  courfe  fouth-weft,  and  pafTed 
through  the  ftrait  which  feparates  Afia  from  America.  In  lati- 
tude 60  deg.  north,  and  longitude  235  eaft,  he  entered  the  fouth 
fea,  naming  the  ftrait  through  which  he  pafTed  Anian,  but  which 
Mr.  Buache  would  have  called  Ferrer's  Straits,  in  memory  of  its 
difcoverer. 

Thefe  three  voyages  appear  to  have  been  connefted  with  each 
other,  and  to  have  had  the  fame  objcft  in  view,  and  it  will  not 
be  prefuming  too  much  to  fuppofe,  that  they  were  fitted  outvin 
the  fame  year.  The  diftance  of  time,  and  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
hiftorians  in  refpeft  to  the  dates,  give  fome  Support  to  this  opi- 
nion ;  for  notwithftanding  Bueno  fays,  that  the  St.  Auguftin  was 
loft  near  Port  San  Francifco,  in  1595,  yet  Mr.  Dalrymple  has 

given 
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given  a  copy  of  a  chart  of  the  well  coaft  of  California,  from  a 
Spanifh  manufcript,  in  his  account  of  the  fettlements  at  San 
Diego  and  Monte  Rey,  where  thefe  rocks  are  laid  down,  with 
this  remark,  *'  Farellones  donde  fe  perdio  cl  navio  St.  Augujlin, 
"  1598."  Here  is  a  difference  of  three  years  in  the  two  accounts; 
but  as  the  date  in  Bueno  is  in  figures,  and  as  Mr.  Dalrymple  re- 
marks, that  his  publication  is  in  many  places  very  obfcure,  I 
fliall  venture  to  place  the  mod  dependence  upon  the  chart,  and 
fix  it  in  1598,  the  fame  year  in  which  Maldonado  failed  from 
Europe. 


i 


m 


From  thefe  premifes  I  fliall  venture  to  draw  the  conclufion, 
that,  in  confequence  of  De  Fuca's  report,  the  Court  of  Madrid 
was  determined  to  fearch  for  the  paflage,  which  his  voyage  had 
rendered  probable,  by  three  different  tracks.  While  Vizcaino 
proceeded  through  the  Gulph  of  California,  and  the  commander 
of  the  fhip  St.  Auguflin,  whofe  name  is  not  handed  down  to  us,. 
furveyed  the  weflern  coafl  of  the  continent,  Maldonado  was  dif- 
patched  from  Europe,  to  feek  for  an  opening  on  the  eaftern  fide, 
where  confiderable  inlets  had  been  feen  in  the  then  recent  expe- 
ditions of  Frobifher  and  Davis. 


vircAis'o 
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The  Count  of  Monte  Rey,  viceroy  of  Mexico,  by  order  of 
the  Court  of  Spain,  difpatched  Vizcaino  on  a  fecond  voyage, 
with  orders  to  fearch  for  a  fafe  port  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Califor- 
nia, where  the  fliips  from  Manilla,  which,  in  their  return  to  New 

Spain, 
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Spain,  ufually  made  Cape  Mendocino,  might  either  find  fhelter 
from  the  ftrong  northerly  winds,  or  refuge  from  an  enemy.  For 
this  purpofe,  he  failed  on  the  2d  of  May,  1602,  from  Acapulco, 
with  three  fhips  and  a  pinnace,  and  coafted  within  fight  of  the 
fliore  as  high  as  Cape  Mendocino.  During  the  voyage  they  dif- 
covered  the  ports  of  San  Diego,  in  32  deg.  30  min.  and  Monte 
Rey,  in  36  deg.  40  min.  north  latitude  (c).  Cape  Mendocino  was 
the  extent  of  Vizcaino's  voyage ;  as  from  ficknefs  among  his 
crew  he  was  obliged  to  return.  He  difpatched,  however,  the 
pinnace  under  Martin  Aguilar,  who  faw  the  cape  called  Cape 
Blanco,  in  43  deg.  north  latitude,  near  to  which,  it  is  faid,  he 
difcovered  a  confiderable  opening,  which  has  been  retained  in 
fome  charts  under  the  name  of  Aguilar. 
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The  lateft  maps  leave  an  opening  near  Cape  Blanco,  and  the 
map  which  illuflrates  the  journal  of  the  Spanifli  fettlements  at 
San  Diego  and  Monte  Rey,  places  Rio  de  los  Reyes  in  43  deg. 
the  fituation  of  Aguilar's  opening.  From  the  obfervations  of  the 
Englifii  vefiels  in  the  fur  trade  in  thofe  parts,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  there  are  feveral  openings  to  the  fouthward  of  De 
Fuca's  Straits,  as  the  whole  of  the  coaft  appears  to  be  broken 

land. 


kh 


"{c)  Thefc  difcovcries  cf  Vizcaino  were  never  taken  pofTenion  of  until  the  years  1769  and 
1 770  ;  wiien  the  Court  of  Spain  having  received  iiifotmation  of  the  repeated  attempts  of  the 
Ruflians  upon  the  north  well  coaft  of  America,  the  viceroy  of  New  Spain  e(labli(hed  forts 
both  at  San  Diego  and  Monte  Rey,  with  an  intention  to  guard  that  part  of  the  empire  from 
infult.  The  journals  of  thefe  ellablilhments  were  lately  publidied  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  from 
a  manufcripc  communicated  by  the  late  hillorian  Dr.  Robertfon. 
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land,  with  very  extenfive  founds,  forming,  in  all  probability,  an 
archipelago  from  De  Fuca's  Straits  to  Cape  Blanco,  fimilar  to 
what  has  been  found  to  the  northward,  communicating  with  an 
inland  fea. 


•  r 
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One  Thomas  Peche,  in  i6j6,  is  faid  to  have  failed  120  leagues 
within  the  Straits  of  Anian,  intending  to  return  to  England  that 
way;  but  the  feafon  being  far  advanced,  and  the  wind  continuing 
to  the  northward,  he  was  obliged  to  dcfift,  and  return  by  Cape 
Horn,  in  the  year  1677.  -^^  there  are  no  accounts  of  any  aftro- 
nomical  obfervations,  we  cannot  determine  in  what  latitude  he 
entered  thefe  ftraits.  However,  it  appears,  that  he  found  the 
current,  along  the  coaft  of  California,  to  fet  north-eafl:  from  Cape 
Mendocino  more  than  twenty  leagues  within  the  channel.  From 
this  obfervation,  if  any  opinion  be  formed,  it  will  lead  us  to 
fuppofe,  that  Aguilar's  Inlet  about  Cape  Blanco  is  the  place 
where  he  entered  ;  and  in  ihofe  charts  which  make  California  to 
be  an  ifland,  the  coaft  between  thefe  two  capes  is  laid  down  in 
that  diretlion. 


Several  authors  have  given  accounts  of  a  paflTage  having  been 
effefted  between  the  two  feas;  no  reliance,  however,  is  to  be 
placed  upon  their  informations;  but  for  the  fake  of  taking  fome 
notice  of  every  thing  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  relating 
to  the  fubjeft,  I  fliall  juft  obferve,  that  in  1568,  it  is  faid,  Salva- 
tierra,  a  Spaniard,  landing  in  Ireland,  in  his  paflage  home  from 

the 
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the  Weft  Indies,  informed  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  a  pafTage 
had  been  found,  and  aftually  pafTed,  about  12  years  before,  by 
one  Andreas  Urdanietta,  and  that  he  had  feen  a  map  on  which 
the  paflage  was  delineated. 


Bergeron  fays,  that  in  the  reign  of  Queen  EHzabeth  reports  of 
fome  Portugueze  having  failed  between  the  two  feas  were  preva- 
lent ;  in  particular,  that  an  Admiral  named  Garcias  Loaria,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  paffed  from  the  Moluccas  by  the 
coafts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  and  it  appears,  that  But- 
ton, in  his  memorial  to  King  James,  recited  fome  other  fuch  in- 
ftances  (d).  And  Charlevoix  relates,  that  a  fliip  from  Acapulco, 
being  driven  by  a  ftorm  out  of  her  courfe,  about  the  year  1609, 
pafled  into  the  Atlantic :  but  ti:e  King  of  Spain  ordered  the 
pilot's  journals  to  be  burnt,  for  fear  other  nations  fhould  get  in- 
telligence of  her  route  (^). 


All  thefe  accounts  are  mere  vague  affertions,  without  any  in-  ^^^^I'Xm 
ternal  evidence  to  warrant  their  authenticity.  This  is  not  the 
cafe,  hov/ever,  with  the  voyage  of  Maldonado,  which  we  have 
noticed  on  the  authority  of  Monf.  Buache,  as  the  latitudes  and 
longitudes  are  marked  in  fevcral  places ;  and  the  charafter  of 
Mr.  Buache  is  fo  well  known,  that  whatever  information  we  re- 

M  ceive 

(</)  Fere  Bergeron,  Traite  des  Navigat.  p.  129, 

(*)  Pere  Charlevoix  les  Faftes  Chron,  du  Nouveau  Monde     1744. 
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ceive  from  the  authority  of  a  man  fo  highly  diftinguifhed  as  a 
geographer,  certainly  deferves  attention ;  but  it  is  impoflible  to 
fay,  how  far  he  might  have  been  impofod  upon,  nd  the  world 
may  be  led  to  fufpend  their  opinion  until  they  reccivo  fome  fur- 
ther evidence,  particularly  when  it  is  recollecled,  that  M.  de  la 
Lande,  a  man  equally  high  in  the  cftimation  of  the  literary 
world,  was  fo  far  deceived  as  to  publilh,  in  the  Journal  des  Sfa- 
vans  for  November,  17731  ^  letter  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  which 
ftated,  that  Baron  von  Uhlefield,  in  a  Dani{i\  (liip  of  war,  had 
paffed  from  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  returned  by  the  flraits  of  Le  Maire, 
between  the  years  1769  and  1773.  1  lie  rcfpe6lability  of  the  com- 
munication, however,  carries  with  it  fuch  weight,  that  when  I 
firfl  faw  the  account,  I  could  not  help  examining  it  with  the  later 
difcoveries,  which  are  more  fully  authenticated.  I  found  fuch  a 
general  concurrence  of  circumftanccs  in  its  favour,  as  to  leave 
very  little  room  in  my  own  mind  to  doubt  of  its  credibility. 


If  we  attend  to  the  track  which  appears  to  have  been  purfued 
by  this  navigator,  we  fliall  find,  that  he  failed  through  Hudfon's 
Straits,  between  the  latitudes  60  and  6q  degrees  north,  after 
which  he  paffed  through  the  opening  between  the  Cumberland 
Ifles  of  Davis  and  the  land  of  Point  Comfort,  which  he  named 
the  Straits  of  Labrador,  and  in  latitude  76  deg.  north,  and  lon- 
gitude 278  deg.  eafl  from  Ferro,  or  260  deg.  eaft  from  Green- 
wich, found  himfelf  in  the  frozen  ocean. 


Now 
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Now  the  only  evidence  we  have  of  the  exigence  of  that  confi- 
derable  extent  of  fea  called  Baffin's  Bay,  is  from  the  journal  of 
its  difcoverer  (/).  The  chart  which  accompanied  his  journal  is 
loft,  and  the  maps  we  have  of  that  part  of  America  have  been 
framed  from  his  relation,  in  which  the  latitudes  may  nearly  ap- 
proach to  the  truth,  but  the  longitudes  muft  certainly  be  inde- 
terminate. The  latitude  in  which  Maldonado  entered  the  frozen 
ocean,  is  nearly  the  fame  in  which  Lancafter's  Sound  is  placed 
in  the  maps  of  the  Bay,  and  the  longitudes  are  fo  nearly  corref- 
ponding,  as  to  leave  us  little  room  to  doubt  of  its  being  the  fame 
inlet.  This  inlet  is  faid  by  Baffin  to  be  of  very  confiderable  ex- 
tent, and  from  the  fituation  of  the  coaft  ftretches  away  to  the 
weftward  ;  but  he  takes  no  further  notice  of  it,  than  that  fuch 
an  inlet  does  exift  in  nearly  that  latitude  and  longitude.  I  ftiall, 
as  I  proceed,  have  further  occafion  to  fpeak  of  this  inlet  feen  by 
Baffin,  and  ftiall  then  endeavour  to  prove,  that  the  name  of 
Lancafter,  which  was  given  to  it,  was  in  confequence  of  the 
information  he  brought  to  Europe,  on  his  return  from  India,  of 
a  voyage  having  been  made  from  Europe  to  the  Japanefe  feas 
by  this  route. 


8;i 
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Thus  far  we  are  able  to  follow  his  courfe  with  fome  degree  of 
precifion;  as  from  Baffin's  account  we  have  fome  little  authority, 
from  whence  we  may  fix  a  foundation  for  our  arguments ;  but 
after  entering  the  frozen  ocean,  we  have  lefs  to  guide  us,  and  are 

M  2  neceflarily 

(/)  Vide  Obfervatjonj  on Gillam's  Voyage,  page  38. 
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neccfTarily  led  to  have  recourfe  to  conje6lure.  Aware  of  the  in- 
accuracies which  often  attend  arguments  fo  flightly  founded,  I 
fliall  endeavour  to  be  careful,  and  not  permit  myfelf  to  be  car- 
ried beyond  the  bounds  of  reafonable  probability. 


A 
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After  leaving  Baffin's  Bay,  in  latitude  76  deg.  north,  and  Ion- 
gitude  260  deg.  eafl  from  Greenwich,  he  fleered  a  fouth-weft 
courfe  Sac  whole  way,  until  he  entered  the  foudi  fea,  in  latitude 
60  deg.  north.  The  coaft  of  the  American  continent,  bordering 
upon  the  frozen  ocean,  muft  confequenily  continue  in  a  fimilar 
direftion.  To  afcertain  this,  we  have  but  two  authorities  to  pro- 
duce upon  which  we  can  with  any  degree  of  certainty  rely  ;  for 
between  Icy  Cape  to  the  weft,  the  extent  of  Cook's  difcoverics, 
and  Baffin's  Bay  to  the  eaft,  there  are  only  two  places  where 
the  frozen  ocean  has  been  feen.  The  fea  has  been  difcovercd 
where  the  copper  mine  river  difcharges  itlclf,  in  the  lalituds 
of  71  degrees  north,  and  which,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
was  fuppofed  by  Mr.  Hearne,  in  1772,  to  be  nearly  in  the  Ion- 
gitude  of  240  deg.  eaff.  The  difference  of  latitude  and  longitude 
between  the  mouth  of  this  river,  and  the  place  where  he  left 
Bafhn's  Bay,  will  give  a  fouth-wefl  courfe,  and  it  may  be  infer- 
red that  tite  intermediate  lands  follow  in  forae  degree  that  di- 
reftion. 


rif<ovfTi«»  of  the 
(  jDidiao  Tiadcri. 


It  has  been  remarked  before,  that  the  French,  when  in  polTef- 
fion  of  Canada,  pufhed  their  trade  fo  far  to  the  northward,  by 
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means  of  the  interior  lakes,  as  to  oblige  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Com- 
pany to  eliablilh  inland  polls,  to  preferve  their  connc61ions  with 
the  Indians.  Since  England  has  been  in  poUclhon  of  that  j)ro- 
vince,  and  more  particularly  fince  the  peace  in  1783,  the  Cana' 
dian  fur  trade  has  been  carried  on  to  an  adonifliing  extent,  by 
means  of  a  company  formed  at  Montreal  for  that  purpol'e  The 
Pcrfons  employed  by  this  company  have  traverfed  the  interior 
part  of  the  continent,  in  fcarch  of  furs,  as  far  to  the  northward 
as  the  latitude  62  north,  and  have  fixed  fatlories  upon  that  very 
extcnfive  lake,  which  was  crofl'cd  by  Mr.  Hearne  iu  liis  return 
to  Churchill  from  the  copper  mine  river,  in  the  year  1772,  and 
called  by  him  the  Arathapefcow  Lake,  but  which  they  have 
named  the  Great  Slave  Lake. 

The  fafiories  were  eflabliflied  for  the  fake  of  carryin?  on  a  \ int ,i,c rro,f, 
niore  extenfive  trade  with  the  natives  The  perfons  who  were 
left  to  winter  at  thefe  potts  were  informed  by  the  Indians,  that  a 
river,  which  had  its  fource  at  the  norih.-wefl;  end  of  the  lake, 
difcharged  iifelf  into  the  fea,  which  was  at  no  great  diflance,  to 
the  northward.  To  afcertain  the  truth  of  this  report,  was  confi- 
dercd  to  be  an  objeft  worthy  their  attention;  for  this  purpofe,  a 
Mr.  M'Kenzievvas  difpatched  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1789,  with 
fome  of  the  natives,  in  feveral  canoes,  to  gain  all  the  information 
in  his  power.  By  permiffion  of  Simon  M'Tavilh,  Efq;  his  jour- 
nal was  fubmitted  to  the  infpe6tion  of  Mr.  Arrowfmith,  who  has 
delineated  his  track  on  the  map  of  the  world  which  he  has  lately 
.   • -•\.    .  publiflied. 
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publillitcJ.  It  appears  that  he  found  a  fice  navigation  from  tlic 
lake  to  the  fca,  the  river  being  feveral  fathoms  deep,  except  at 
its  mouth,  where  it  is  divided  into  feveral  branches,  with  only 
five  feet  of  water  in  the  ciiannels.  Two  rapids  were  formed  in 
two  dilferent  parts  of  the  river,  from  the  current  being  confined 
between  the  rocks;  but  thefe  were  found  to  be  navigable.  There 
were  feveral  fmall  illands  near  the  mouths  of  the  river,  and  to 
the  largeft  of  them  he  gave  the  name  of  Whale  Ifland,  from  the 
great  numbers  found  there.  Upon  this  ifland  he  ere6led  a  pofl 
to  record  his  difcovery,  with  the  latitude,  which  was  found  to  be 
69  deg.  14  min.  north,  his  own  name,  the  number  of  men  and 
canoes,  and  the  date,  12th  July,  1789,  marked  upon  it.  He  fup- 
pofes  the  ifland  to  be  about  225  deg.  eaft  from  the  meridian  of 
Greenwich.  He  appears  to  be  fully  fatisfied  that  it  has  a  com- 
munication with  the  fea,  as  he  obferved  the  water  to  rife  and 
fall  by  the  fliore  feveral  inches. 

"While  the  geographers  of  Europe  were  warmly  engaged  in  a 
difpute  about  the  vicinity  of  the  two  continents,  fome  contend- 
ing that  they  were  feparated  by  a  large  extent  of  fea,  and  others 
afferting  that  they  were  joined  to  each  other,  the  Chinefe  and 
Japanefe  appear  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  northern 
parts  of  both  countries.  It 's  well  known  that  thefe  nations  for- 
merly extended  their  voyages  to  a  greater  diflance  than  they  are 
accuflomed  to  at  prefent,  and  it  has  been  faid  that  the  mariners 
compafs  was  known  in  China  long  before  it  was  ufed  in  Europe, 

fome 
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fome  perfons  contending  that  it  was  brought  fiom  thence  by 
Marco  Polo,  or  fome  other  traveller ;  and  Monf.  Guignes,  in  a 
memoir  read  before  the  Academy  of  Belle  Lcttres  and  Infcrip- 
tions  at  Paris,  upon  the  navigation  of  the  Chinefe  in  America, 
fuppofes  that  they  even  vifited  the  eaflern  fhores  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  fo  early  as  the  fifth  or  fixth  century,  near  the  latitude  53 
deg.  north,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Fou-Sang. 


The  Japanefe  were  ac(|uaintcd  with  the  peninfula  of  Kamt- 
chaika,  under  the  name  oi'  Okii-Jefo,  long  before  it  was  known 
to  the  Rullians;  and  Ka.'inpfer,  in  his  liillory  of  Japan,  fays, 
"  that  a  jonk,  difpatched  from  one  of  the  eaflern  ports  about  the 
"  year  1680,  difcovered  a  large  country  between  40  and  50  deg. 
'•'  north  latitude,  which  he  fuppofes  to  be  America,  where  they 
"  found  a  fafe  harbour,  in  which  they  paffed  the  winter,  and  rc- 
"  turned  the  next  year  to  Japan  (g)" 


'li 


During  his  refidence  in  that  country,  Kccmpfer  likewife  ob- 
tained a  map  of  the  world,  which  being  afterwards  prefented  to 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  is  now  depofited  with  the  reft  of  his  collection 
in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  Japan  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
map,  which  is  oval,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  conftrufted 
from  the  joint  knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe  geogra- 
phers, allifted,  perhaps,  by  the  European  miffionaries ;  as  the 
names  are  written  partly  in  one,  and  partly  in  the  other  lan- 
guage. 

{g)  Ka;mpfcr's  Hiflory  of  Japan,  Vul.  I.  p.  1,9. 
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j'lKigo.  lis  (late  has  bccMi  generally  fixed  fomewlicie  about  the 
tcMukifioii  of  tiic  i6th  century,  Monf.  Buache  fuppofing  it  to 
liavc  been  laid  down  after  one  made  by  Father  Ricci,  for  the 
Court  of  Pckin,  in  the  year  }^8f^{h). 


According  to  this  map,  the  north-weft  part  of  the  American 
continent  extends  from  lev  Cape,  feen  by  Cook,  as  high  as  82 
(leg.  north  (/),  between  which  and  the  land  forming  the  north- 
eallern  part  of  BalTin's  Bay,  the  fca  makes  a  large  gulph,  which 
extends  as  far  fouth  as  68  deg.  30  min.  north.  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
liaving  alcertaincd  the  cxiflcnce  of  the  fea  at  the  mouth  of  his 
river,  is  a  circumflance  which  flamps  a  credit  upon  this  map, 
and  gives  us  much  rcafon  to  pay  it  greater  attention.  This  large 
gulpli  is  again  divided  into  two  inlets,  one  of  which  goes  into 
65  deg.  and  the  other  as  far  as  62  dcg.  30  min.  north  latitude. 
As  Mr.  M'Kcn/.ie's  own  obfervations  confirm  the  Japanefe  geo- 
graphy of  this  part,  in  rcfpeft  to  the  large  gulph,  fo  the  infor- 
mation he  received  from  the  Indians,  during  his  journey,  gives 
great  credit  to  the  two  inlets  ;  as  about  the  latitude  66  deo- 
north,  he  was  informed,  that  the  fca,  or  great  lake,  was  at  no 
great  diflance  both  to  the  eafl  and  weft  of  the  river.  Through 
the  wcflernmofl  inlet,  wliich  extends  into  62  deg.  30  min.  north 
latitude,  I  fupporc  Maldonado  to  have  paffed. 

Having 

(/)  Duachc's  CiiiifKliialiot)  Gcngraph.  ct  Ph.  p.  47. 

(June.  Does  not  tliis  Ibnnp  fomc credit  upon  the  .olntio.i  oi"  D.niJ  Mt-lgii.T  ii.iviiig  failed 
fo  H4  deg.  north,  aiul  thon  partl-J  between  CiecuIanJ  and  Spit/,l>crgon  ."   ViJc  p.  rj.- 
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Having  fucceeded  thus  far  in  tracing  the  coafl:  in  a  fouth-wefl; 
diredion,  between  Baffin's  Bay  and  the  copper  mine  river,  from 
the  authentic  teflimony  of  Mr.  Hearne's  journal,  and  liaving  like- 
wife  produced  very  confiderable  authority,  by  means  of  the  Ja- 
panefe  map,  corroborated  by  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  obfervation  and 
information,  that  it  follows  the  fame  direftion  as  far  as  the  lati- 
tude 62  deg.  30  min.  north,  there  only  remain  two  degrees  and 
an  half  of  latitude  to  complete  the  connetlion  between  the  two 
fcas,  and  to  add  full  authenticity  to  the  voyage  of  the  Spanifli 
navigator.  This  (hort  dillance  mull  be  totally  left  to  conje6ture; 
but  I  hope  to  bring  feveral  arguments,  deduced  from  fuch  con- 
curring circumftances,  as  will  carry  with  them  a  very  confider- 
able degree  of  probability,  in  fupport  of  it. 
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Maldonado  fays,  that  after  having  paffed  the  frozen  ocean,  he 
failed  through  a  llrait,  which  he  named  the  Straits  of  Anian,  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  This  part  of  the  track  is  not  corroborated 
by  the  Japanefe  geographers,  as  the  inlet,  which  we  have  before 
noticed  upon  their  authority,  terminates,  according  to  their  map, 
in  62  deg.  30  min.  north ;  but  Captain  Cook,  among  his  difco- 
veries  on  the  north-weft^  coafl  of  America,  vifited  a  found,  which 
was  named  Prince  William's  Sound,  the  entrance  to  which  is  in 
60  degrees  north  latitude,  extending  more  than  a  degree  and  an 
half  to  the  northward.  This  opening  is  exaftly  in  the  latitude,  and 
nearly  in  the  fame  longitude,  as  the  weftern  part  of  the  Straits  of 
Anian,  where  Maldonado  is  faid  to  have  completed  his  pafFage. 
-.  ..  N  In 
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In  another  place  I  have  juft  obferved,  how  unfortunate  it  is 
for  the  caufe  of  geography,  that  Captain  Cook  fhould  have  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  fo  much  prejudiced,  againft  the  accounts  of 
inlets  having  been  feen  in  thefe  latitudes,  as  not  to  deviate  from 
his  immediate  courfe,  to  prove  or  difprove  their  exiftence.  Dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  in  this  found,  it  was  more  particularly  appa> 
rent.  There  was  an  opening  obferved,  extending  confiderably 
to  the  northward  of  the  place  where  the  fhips  were  anchored.  In 
order  to  examine  this  opening,  one  of  the  boats  was  difpatched 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Gore,  who  was  then  the  firfl 
Lieutenant  of  the  Refolution.  On  his  return,  he  reported,  that 
he  had  feen  an  inlet  in  the  direftion  of  north- eaft,  through  which 
he  thought  there  was  a  probability  of  a  palTage ;  but  Captain 
Roberts,  who  was  then  one  of  the  mates,  and  who  was  fent  in 
the  boat  to  take  the  bearings  of  the  lands,  dilfered  from  the 
Lieutenant,  as  he  fuppofed  he  had  feen  its  termination. 


% 


Being  anxious  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  his  deftination,  he 
declined  further  refearches  to  reconcile  this  difference  of  opi- 
nion. The  flood  coming  from  the  weft  ward,  is  one  of  the  rea- 
fons  which  he  gives  for  not  proceeding  up  the  found,  which, 
although  he  does  not  allow  it  to  be  a  pofuive  fign  of  there 
being  no  paffage,  yet  he  remarks,  is  a  ftrong  argument  againft 
it.  Sailing  up  the  Englilh  Channel  as  far  as  the  Ifle  of  Wight 
in  fearch  of  a  paflage,  and  finding  the  flood  ftill  coming  from 
the  weftward,  would  equally  make  againft  any  opening  between 
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Dover  and  Calais.  Arguments  drawn  from  the  tides  have  here- 
tofore been  made  ufe  of  both  for  and  againd  a  paflage ;  but 
have  been  ge  rrally  exploded  fince  the  difpute  between  Middle- 
ton  and  Dobbs  ;  I  am  therefore  furprized  that  this  able  naviga- 
tor fhould  have  had  recourfe  to  them. 

Thus  the  (hort  diftance  between  the  northernmoft  part  of 
Prince  William's  Sound  and  the  latitude  62  deg.  30  min.  north, 
which  is  not  much  more  than  100  miles,  is  the  only  part  of  the 
coall,  to  afcertain  the  line  of  which  we  have  no  authority ;  yet 
this  is  the  very  fpot  where  Maldonado  found  the  flrait,  which  he 
called  the  Straits  of  Anian. 

I  mud  now  appeal  to  the  candour  of  my  readers,  and  beg 
their  indulgence  to  advance  fome  arguments,  which,  being 
founded  upon  conjefture,  want  that  fupport  the  journals  of 
Hearne  and  the  Canadian  traders,  compared  with  the  Japanefe 
map,  have  afforded  me  in  the  preceding  pages,  in  order  to  prove, 
that  the  Straits  of  Anian,  through  which  he  failed  from  the  fro- 
zen ocean  into  the  fouth  /eas,  are  fituated  in  the  latitude  where 
one  of  the  Japanefe  inlets  appears  to  terminate.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  fliall  make  fome  obfervations  in  fupport  of  an  opinion, 
that  the  feveral  attempts  made  by  this  country  in  fearch  of  a 
north- weft  paflage,  from  1598,  the  date  of  his  voyage,  until  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company  was  founded  by  charter,  were  fet  on  foot 
in  confequence  of  fome  information  received  of  his  fuccefs.  In 
^^  ,  N  2  order 
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order  to  do  this,  I  muft  advert  to  the  account  of  Lancafler's  fe- 
cond  voyage  to  the  Eafl  Indies.  •     • 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  fhip  in  which  he  returned  being 
likely  to  founder  near  the  Cape,  he  direfted  the  commander  of 
the  vefFel  which  was  in  company,  to  proceed  home  with  his  dif- 
patches,  the  purport  of  which  was,  after  afTuring  his  owners  that 
every  thing  (hould  be  done  to  fave  the  fhip,  **  that  the  paflagc  to 
*•  the  Eaft  Indies  was  in  the  north-toejl  of  America,  in  latitude  62 
"  deg.  30  min.  north."  By  great  perfeverance,  and  unremitted 
endeavours,  he  kept  the  (hip  above  water,  and  arrived  fafe  in 
England.  What  reafons  he  gave  for  fuppofing  the  paflage  to  be 
in  that  latitude  have  not  been  handed  down  to  lis ;  but  it  has 
been  conjeftured,  that  fome  Portugueze  failing  along  the  coaft  of 
Japan,  went  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  north-eaft,  from  whence 
he  was  led  to  conclude,  that  Lumley's  Inlet,  which  had  been 
feen  by  Davis  in  his  lafl;  voyage,  afforded  a  profpefl  of  commu- 
nication  between  the  two  oceans  It  is  very  certain  that  Lum- 
ley's Inlet  is  in  62  deg.  30  min.  north  ;  but  notwithftanding  it 
happens  to  be  in  the  fame  latitude  in  which  he  fays  the  pafTage 
is,  yet  its  fituation  does  not  correfpond  with  his  account  of  its 
being  in  the  north-xveji  of  America  (i). 

That 
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(/)The  inlets  which  were  afterwards  feen  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  being  in  the 
fame  latitude,  afforded  ample  room  fc.  fpeculation,  until  they  were  determined  to  be  nothing 
more  than  outlets  from  lakes  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country,  , 
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That  Lancafter  founded  his  opinion  upon  fome  information  r/u^wki/^o"] 
he  had  received  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  is  very  obvious ;  and  if  I 
be  able  to  point  out,  that  the  navigators  who  were  fent  in  fearch 
of  a  paflage  after  his  return  followed  the  track,  whicli  we  have 
been  endeavouring  to  illudrate,  as  far  as  circumftances  would 
permit,  in  order  to  effe£l  the  obje6l  of  their  voyage,  it  will  not 
perhaps  be  ftretching  the  bounds  of  probability  for  me  to  fup-  ^ 
pofe,  that  he  had  heard  of  Maldonado's  arrival  in  thofe  feas,  and 
received  fome  account  of  his  voyage. 


To  place  this  idea  in  a  clearer  light,  and  to  bring  this  fubjeft 
before  the  reader  in  one  view,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  make  a  few 
fliort  obfervations  on  the  feveral  voyages,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  performed. 


m! 


Frobisher.  only  pointed  out  the  probability  of  a  paflage, 
from  the  deep  inlets  which  he  difcovered  on  the  coaft  to  the 
weftward  of  Greenland. 


Davis,  who  followed  the  fame  track,  being  difappointed  in 
accomplifhing  his  objeft  in  the  openings  which  he  found  near 
the  fame  place,  endeavoured  to  effect  it  more  to  the  northward 
in  the  open  fei  to  the  weft  of  Greenland. 

Weymouth,  in  all  probability,  followed  the  fteps  of  his  prc- 
deceffors.    It  has  however  been  aflerted,  that  he  was  fent  out 
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in  confequence  of  the  account  brought  by  Lancafter;  but  if  this 
be  admitted,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  be  allowed  that  his  voyage 
was  made  in  1602,  we  fhall  be  guilty  of  an  anachronifm,  which 
cannot  be  eafily  removed,  as  Lancafter  did  not  return  to  Europe 
before  the  end  of  1603.  If  it  fhould  be  argued,  that  he  fent 
home  the  information  before  he  returned  himfelf,  it  is  not  likely 
that,  in  thofe  days,  he  fhould  have  had  any  opportunity  of  con- 
veying difpatches,  excepting  by  fome  of  the  Ihips  of  his  own 
fquadron.  Now  his  journal  of  this  voyage,  which  is  publifhed, 
only  makes  mention  of  the  return  of  one  (hip,  which  was  on  the 
9th  of  November,  1602,  fome  months  after  Weymouth  had  ar- 
rived in  England  from  his  expedition. 


Confidering  thefe  circumftances  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
Weymouth's,  as  well  as  the  preceding  expeditions  of  Davis  and 
Frobilher,  was  under  the  dire£iion  of  the  united  companies  of 
Turkey  and  RuflTia  merchants ;  and  that  all  the  fucceeding  at- 
tempts were  under  the  direftion  of  the  new  chartered  company 
trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  Now,  as  they  had  formerly  been  fo 
repeatedly  defeated,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would,  in  the  very 
infancy  of  their  trade,  have  run  the  rifque  of  fo  many  expenfive 
equipments,  if  they  had  not  been  well  affured  of  fuccefs ;  and  it 
will  appear  probable,  by  the  following  obfervations,  that  they 
had  only  one  objeft  in  view,  which  was  to  explore  the  opening 
where  Maldonado  paffed  from  HudCon's  Straits  into  Baffin's  Bay, 
forming  a  part  of  what  he  calls  the  Straits  of  Labrador. 

To 
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To  enfure  fuccefs  to  this  undertaking,  it  was  necefTary  to  have 
a  perfon  to  command  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  thofe  feas. 
The  Danes,  about  that  time  engaged  in  fearching  after  their  an- 
cient fettlements  in  Greenland,  had  employed  the  mod;  eminent 
of  our  northern  navigators  for  that  purpofe.  But  it  is  one  of 
the  charafleriftics  of  an  Englifli  feamen,  that  he  leaves  his  coun- 
try with  regret.  Ncceflity  alone  obliges  him  to  enter  into  the 
fervice  of  foreigners,  and  the  pleafure  with  which  he  returns, 
when  an  opportunity  oilers,  is  equal  to  the  regret  with  which  he 
left  it.  As  Weymouth,  who  had  commanded  the  laft  fhips  en 
that  fervice,  was  then  engaged  in  a  voyage  to  Virginia,  Knight, 
returning  from  Denmark,  was  employed  :  the  fame  abilities  which 
obtained  him  a  command  with  the  Danes,  recommended  him  to 
the  Eaft  India  Direftors. 

Knight  was  accordingly  fent  out  as  commander  of  their  firft 
attempt,  and  that  fo  early  after  the  eftablifhment  of  the  com- 
pany as  1606,  which  was  within  three  years  after  Lancaftcr  re- 
turned from  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  misfortunes  attending  this 
voyage,  from  the  ice  driving  him  fo  far  to  the  fouthward,  in  one 
inftance,  and  from  his  being  killed  by  the  natives,  in  the  other, 
totally  prevented  his  inftru6lions  from  being  carried  into  exe- 
cution. 

Hudson,  in  the  fecond  attempt,  difcovering  a  fpacious  open- 
ing to  the  fouthward,  wai  naturally  led  to  trace  its  dire61ion; 

but; 
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but  Iiis  unhappy  fate  alfo  prevented  him  from  following  his  in- 
llruftions,  fo  as  to  give  us  any  idea  of  what  was  their  purport. 

Button,  commander  of  the  third,  was,  without  the  leaft 
doubt,  dircftcd  to  profecute  the  unfinifhed  difcoveries  of  his  pre- 
decefibr,  as  the  company  were  naturally  led  to  fuppofe,  that  a 
fea,  fo  very  extenfive  as  that  in  which  Hudfon  had  wintered, 
afforded  them  ftrong  hopes  of  being  able  to  accomplifh  the  ob- 
je6l  of  their  equipment  by  following  its  dire£lion. 


Hall  was  fitted  out  in  the  fame  year  as  Button;  but  it  is  very 
clear  that  it  was  by  fome  company  which  had  no  connexion 
with  Button's  employers  ;  as  he  was  fitted  out  at  Hull,  and  the 
objefl  of  his  voyage  was  merely  commercial  in  fearch  of  minerals 
and  feal  fkins. 


U^ 


Gibbons,  the  fucceffor  and  relation  of  Button,  who  com- 
manded the  fourth  equipment,  met  with  the  fame  misfortunes 
Knight  did  in  the  firft  attempt,  being  drifted  by  the  ice  out  of 
his  courfe.  .  " 


From  the  accidental  circumftances  which  occurred  in  the  pro- 
fecuiion  of  thefe  expeditions,  we  are  deprived  of  any  evidence 
to  prove,  what  was  the  obje£l  of  their  equipment ;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  we  have  fome  extrafts  from  their  journals,  yet  we  have 
no  records  of  what  dire6lions  were  given  to  the  different  com- 
manders. 
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manders.  The  track  followed  by  the  perfons  who  commanded 
the  fucceeding  voyages  will,  however,  tend  to  clear  up  this 
point,  and  the  intention  of  the  company  be  more  evident.  We 
fhal!  have  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  former  inllruftions  were 
the  fame,  and  that  they  were  feverally  founded  upon  the  report 
made  by  Lancafter,  as  I  have  before  contended. 


Baffin. — If  we  compare  Baffin's  account  of  his  firfl  voyage 
with  that  of  Maldonado,  he  appears  to  have  followed  the  fame 
courfe,  and  to  have  gone  as  far  as  65  deg.  25  min.  north,  in  the 
fame  ftraits  which  the  Spanifh  navigator  called  the  Straits  of  La- 
brador. In  the  next,  notwithftanding  he  followed  a  different 
courfe,  yet  in  all  probability  he  had  the  fani'^  purpofe  in  view ; 
for  Davis  having  failed  as  far  as  latitude  72  de^T.  20  min.  north, 
to  the  eaftward  of  Cumberland  Ides,  and  found  ^n  open  f^a,  it 
was  likely  that  the  obje6l  of  the  voyage  would  be  obtained  in 
an  cafier  way  by  profecuting  his  courfe,  infleau  of  following 
the  narrow  channels,  where  they  had  heretofore  direfted  their 
refearches.  This  idea  is  in  fome  meafure  confirmed  by  the  name 
of  Sir  James  Lancafter,  which  was  given  to  one  of  the  founds 
difcove  ed  during  this  voyage,  fituated  nearly  in  the  fame  place 
where  Maldonado  muft  have  paffeJ  from  Baffin's  Bay  into  the 
frozen  ocean. 


HAWKsn RIDGE,  the  account  of  whofe  voyage  is  very  imper- 
feft,  failed  however  in  the  fame  opening  as  far  as  65  deg.  north. 

O  The 


'%: 


K^tM^-i, 


.W^**"*^.**- 


^  MEMOIRONTHE 

Tilt  difficulties  attending  the  navigation  of  feas  in  fuch  high  la- 
titudes, fuj)pofing  a  paflage  pratiicable,  appears  to  have  checked 
the  hopes  of  the  company,  and  Hawksbridge's  expedition  was 
mod  likely  the  lad  they  lilted  out ;  but  if  we  examine  the  jour- 
nals of  the  three  fucceeding  voyages,  we  (liall  find  that  their 
principal  objeft  was  the  fame,  viz,  to  find  a  paffage  between  the 
Cumberland  liles  and  the  main. 
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Fox  and  James,  before  they  proceeded  into  Hudfon's  Bay, 
attempted  to  get  to  the  northward  of  Carey  Swan's  Ncft ;  but 
each  of  them  were  prevented  by  the  ice.  On  their  return,  both 
of  them  made  a  fecond  attempt,  Fox  even  penetrating,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon,  within  the  arftic  circle. 

GiLLAM,  when  he  was  fent  by  the  fociety  which  afterwards  ob- 
taincd  the  charter  for  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  went  as  far 
as  75  deg.  north,  and  if  the  obfervations  which  I  have  made  on 
his  voyage  be  admitted  (k),  it  is  very  apparent  that  his  inllruc- 
tions  were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  his  predecelTors  ;  as  he  not  only 
went  as  high  as  Lancafler's  Sound,  but  even  failed  into  Baffin's 
Bay,  by  the  fame  inlet  which  Maldonado  had  before  named  the 
Straits  of  Labrador  (l^,. 

The 

(*)  Vide  Hillorical  Abridgement  of  Difcoveries,  page  38. 

(i)  There  is  one  circumftance  in  Torquemada's  account  of  Vizcaino's  fecond  voyage, 
which  may  lead  us  to  fuppofe,  that  he  was  fent  out  in  confequence  of  Maldonado'i  difcovery. 

He 
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The  few  voyages  which  have  been  made  firice  that  period 
liave  been  confined  to  the  Welcome,  and  the  exiftence  of  the 
pafl'age  in  queftion  feems  not  only  to  be  doubted,  but  the  origi- 
nal  caufe  of  the  feveral  attempts  to  pafs  it  appears  to  be  totally 
forgotten.  Ihis  has  happened  in  confequence  of  the  orders 
given  by  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Direftors,  that  none  of  their  fhlps 
liiould  go  round  the  north  end  of  Manfel's  Kland,  for  fear  of 
their  being  hemmed  in  with  the  ice,  which  was  flri£lly  obeyed, 
even  on  the  homeward  bound  pafiage,  fo  late  as  1735.  And 
according  to  Middleton's  account,  "  All  the  north  bay  between 
'  ilie  north  end  of  Manfells,  Nottingham,  Mill  Iflcs,  Seahorfe 
•'  Poin^,  .nd  the  North  Main,  are  the  places  lall  clear  of  ice  (tn)," 


How  fur  policy  might  have  guided  the  Dircftors,  when  thefe 
orders  were  firfl  framed,  the  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf.  If 
Lancallcr's  account  were  formed,  as  I  have  fuppofed,  on  Mal- 

O  2  donado's 


He  fays,  that  a  (hort  time  before  the  death  of  Philip  the  Second  a  Dutch  fliip  failed  by  the 
coalt  of  Newfoundland,  and  pafled  into  the  foutii  fea.  Philip,  on  his  dcath-bcd,  recom- 
commended  it  to  his  Ion  Philip  the  Third  to  explore  this  difcovcry  ;  for  which  purpofc  he 
difpatchcd  Vizcaino,  in  1602.  Now  this  account  is  different  from  what  is  generally  rc> 
ported  of  his  voyage,  (vide  page  7S)  ;  as,  inllead  of  having  been  fent  to  fearch  for  a  fafc 
port  on  the  coall  of  California,  he  was  evidently  difpatched  in  confequence  of  fome  recent 
difcovcry. — Torquemada,  Monarq.  Ind.  Lib.  v.  chap.  45,  edit.  161  j. 

(m)  vide  Middleton's  Reply,  p.  58.— In  direft  contradiction  to  this  account,  I  have  been 
informed  by  Mr.  Dunc:in,  that,  in  his  padagc  out  in  the  Beaver  brig,  in  1791,  when  he  was 
as  high  as  Cape  Charles,  on  tlie  nth  of  Augult,  he  found  the  ice  wedged  in  between  the 
fouthcrn  ill.iads  and  the  m  lin,  uhile  the  fca  to  the  northward  was  quite  free  ;  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  regretted,  that  he  could  nut  take  the  advantage  of  fo  favourable  a  circumllance,  as  he 
was  obliged,  by  his  orders,  to  proceed  into  the  Bay. 
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donado's  voyage,  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  the  knowledge  that 
this  inlet  had  been  palTed,  and  communicated  with  Baffin's  Bay, 
which,  by  means  of  Lancaller's  Sound,  afforded  a  paffage  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean, 

Now  it  is  a  well  known  faft,  that  the  company,  until  within  a 
few  years,  were  very  much  averfc  to  voyages,  which  might  lead 
to  the  difcovery  of  a  paffage  ;  and  as  the  inlet  in  queftion  had 
been  fuccedively  navigated  before  their  charter  was  granted,  by 
Bylot,  Hawksbridge,  Fox  and  James,  beyond  the  65th  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  as  Gillam,  immediately  preceding  their  efta- 
blifhment,  had  probably  paffed  by  the  fame  opening  into  Baf- 
fin's Bay,  it  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  they  would  order 
thofe  perfons  who  were  under  their  immediate  controul,  not  to 
navigate  a  place  likely  to  afford  a  profpeft  of  making  a  difco- 
very,  which  by  its  confequences  might  endanger  their  very  cxif- 
tence  as  a  corporate  body. 


T'Minltt  intn  lh« 
origin  i-f  tlicnun* 
of  Aiiilti, 


I  {hall  now  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  name  of 
Anian,  and  endeavour  to  afcertain  the  time  when  it  firft  began 
to  be  made  ufe  of.  M.  Buache,  in  one  part  of  the  work  which 
we  have  fo  often  alluded  to,  endeavours  to  fupoort  an  iiVa,  that 
that  the  fea  feparating  Afia  from  America,  is  the  ftrait  which 
preceding  geographers  had  fome  cognizance  of  under  this  name. 
Noiwithftanding,  with  due  deference  to  his  opinion,  I  venture  to 
differ  from  him ;  yet  as  his  obfervations  are  made  with  the  flrift- 
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eft  accurn.:y,  and  as  he  has  recited  various  authorities  for  the 
different  fituations  in  which  thefe  ftraits  have  been  placed  in  for- 
mer maps ;  I  fliall  give  a  brief  account  of  them  in  clironological 
order,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  referring  the  reader  to  the 
original,  which  I  have  quoted  in  the  note  below ;  as  his  memoir, 
for  want  of  being  trandated,  is  not  perhaps  fufliciently  known  in 
this  country  (n). 

In  1508,  he  fays,  that  a  map  intended  to  illuftrate  an  edition 
of  Ptolemey,  printed  at  Rome,  which  was  in  the  library  of  the 
Sorbonne,  reprefcnting  the  early  difcoveries  of  the  Spaniards 
and  Portugueze  in  America,  makes  the  north-cafl  of  Afia  to  join 
with  the  north-weft  parts  of  America. 

In 
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fitj  Biiachi'i  CinJtJfrn'  ti  Ghgraphiiutt  tl  Phj//tjiiil,page  \6—io,  llyaplusde  180  anj 
que  Ics  mcillfurs  gc  graj  js  de  ce  temps  ont  commence  u  mettre  un  dutroit  entre  TAfic  & 
I'Amerique,  auciucl  ils  donnoient  le  nom  d'/^»i(in,  dont  I'entrce  meridionale  etoit  a  iSoou 
IQodegredelo  ngitudc,  &  qui  s'ctcndoit  depuis  le  ;6  de  latitude  jufqu'au  de-la du  62.  On 
marquoit  a  fon  cnt  vie  vers  I'ell  un  Cap  Fortune,  jufqu'ou  I'on  delignoit  une  longue  Cute  qui  ve- 
noit  du  Cap  S.  Luc  1,  de  la  Catit'ornie.  Jai  exprime  cetcc  cote  dans  ma  II.  cane,  conformc- 
meiit  a  cclles  de  1570,  d'Ortelius,  &c.  d'apres  une  ancicnne  carte  marine  Hollandoife  qui 
paroit  t.iitc  avci  oin,*  &  qui  aeieimprimce  en  8  feuillei  vers  1600.  L'attention  qu'on  fit 
enfuite  furtout  ,1  la  navigation  de  Francois  Draci<  (qui  aborda  en  1579.  vers  Ic  40  degrc  de 
latitude  dc  la  Californie,  &  qui  monta  au  nord  jufques  vers  le  4;,  d'oCi  les  glaccs  Tobligcrent 
de  defcendrc  uu  Aid,  pour  gagner  !e$  Vloluqucs)  fit  rctrancher  la  partie  la  plus  fuJ  dc  la  lungue 
cote  eiiqueftion,  dont  il  fembleneintmoins  qu'on  auroit  dil  confervcr  une  idee  plusau  nord. 
En  1625,  Purchas  fit  connoitre  un  travail  geographique  que  Ton  avoit  fait  quelques  anneesau- 
paravant  en  Angleterre,  ou  Ton  croyoit  que  la  mer  du  Japon  venoit  au  nord  de  la  Californie, 
alorsrcputee  ille,  &  communiquoit  parle  nord-eft  avec  la  Bayc  d'Hudfon. 

Divers 

•  Voici  le  titrede  cette  carte  :  Americ/e  Tabula  nova  mull  it  locis  lam  ex  lerrijlri  ptregriiU' 
titnt,  juam  rcuntisri  navigalioiie,  ab  txploratijpmii  nauclerit,  Isf  mulls  quam  anUa  ixoStior  iMla. 
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ViOTOfllA,  B.  G. 
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In  1520,  according  to  the  publication  of  one  Scotto,  a  Ge- 
noefc,  printed  at  Paris  in  1619,  the  Portugueze  vifited  the  weft 
coatl  of  America,  as  high  as  60  dcg.  north  latitude,  and  180  deg. 
eaft  longitude  from  Paris. 


i 


He  remarks,  that  it  was  more  than  180  years  before  the  publi- 
cation of  his  memoir,  which  was  prefented  to  the  academy  in 
i7j2,  fmce  the  (Irait  was  placed  between  Afia  and  America,  the 

fouth 


Divers  Eciivninscclcbres  f  chcrcherent  cnfulte  Ics  fondcmcns  du  Detroit  J' Anian ;  &  leurs 
efforts  n'ayant  pii  ricn  proJuire,  cs  dctroit  devinc  fort  inccrtain,  &  peu  a  peu  il  difparut  dei 
meillcurcs  cartes,  qurique  les  fi,-avaiis  convinlTent  qu'ii  devoit  y  avoir  un  detroit  au  nord  de 
la  mcr  du  fud  j  ce  que,  I'on  conjefluroit  des  violents  courans  qu'on  cprouve  cntre  le  Me.iiique  Sc 
la  Californic,  dc  certains  poilFons  que  Ton  rencontre  crlinajremcrit  pres  dcs  detroits,  &  en 
particalier  de  quclqiie5  Baleincs  que  Ton  a'^trouve  au  nordc  dc  la  Mer  du  Sud  avec  des  harpons 
HoUandois  &  Francois  qu'ellcs  avoientrcifu  au  Spitzberg. 

Cependant,  avant  qu'on  en  vint  jnfqu'a.  rctrancher  cnticrenient  le  Detroit  d'Anian,  re- 
tranchemcnt  qui  faifoit  perdre  toute  idee  du  tableau  des  ancicnnes  connoilTances,  ce  d^lroit 
fut  tranfportc  dans  la  carte  originate  de  Texeira,  |  du  i8o  degrc  dc  longitude  oil  ilctoit  au- 

paravanti 

t  Laet,  dans  fa  preface  de  I'hilloire  dcs  InJes  Occidentalcs  ;  Hornius,  dans  fes  origin. 
Anieric.  lib.  Ill,  cap  9.  Varenius,  lib.  I.  cap.  12,  prop.  7.  &c.  Diftioa.  GcogMphiq.  de 
la  Martinicre,  au  mot  Anian. 


%\ 
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I  Cette  carte  qne  Texeira  fit  a  Lifbonnecn  1649,  &  que  Ton  donnoit  manufcriteaux  navi- 
gatcurs  Pottugais  etoit  plus  etenduc  en  longitude  il'environ  40  degres,  que  celle  qu'.i  public 
en  1664.  I'hevenot,  dans  fon  Recueil  de  voyages  ciiricux,  &  fur  Lnquelle  il  p.iroit  qu'on  avoit 
corrige  celle  de  Texeira,  y  ajoutant  furtout  la  decouvcrte  dc  lefo  faite  par  les  Hollandoi?  en 
1643.  Il  y  aau  depot  des  cartes  &  plans  de  la  marine,  une  carte  en  Velin  manufcr'te  de  la 
premiere  cfpece.  Thevcnot  en  puUliantla  fienae,  difoit  qu'on  y  apprenoit,  "qu'il  n'y  .ivoit 
"  point  de  Detroit  d'.Anian,  &  qu'tlle  auroit  pii  fauver  au\  HoUandois,  fi  clle  avoit  paru  a  la 
••  fin  .'.u  fiecle  precedent,  plufieurs  tonnes  d'or  qu'ils  ont  employe  pour  naviger  a  la  Chine 
"  par  le  nord-ell,  &  par  ce  Detroit  d'Anian  que  tout  le  nionde  fuppofsit  Cdit-il)  entre  la 
"  Chine  &  le  Japon."    Dans  la  carte  originate  le  Detroit  d'Anian  etoit  marque. 


STRAITS     OF    AN  IAN. 

fouth  entrance  being  at  i8o  or  190  degrees  of  eafl  longitude, 
extending  between  56  and  62  degrees  of  north  latitude.  A  point 
of  land,  named  Cape  Fortune,  forming  its  eaftcrn  headland, 
from  whence  a  line  of  coafl  was  traced  out  to  the  fouth  part  of 
California.  For  this  he  refers  to  the  map  of  Ortelius,  in  1570, 
and  remarks  that  the  return  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  in  1579,  pro- 
duced the  firfl  alteration. 
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In  1625,  Purchas  reprefented  California  to  be  an  idand,  ex- 
tending the  fea  of  Japan  to  the  northward  of  it,  until  it  has  a 
communication  with  Hudfon's  Bay.  But  foon  after  this  period 
feveral  authors  of  eminence,  as  De  Laet,  Hornius,  Varenius,  &c. 
beginning  to  fufpeft  the  exiftence  of  thcfe  ftraits,  they  were  left 
out  of  the  befl;  maps.     Before  this  happened,  however,  feveral 

alterations 


ii\ 


parAWnt,  vers  Ic  200  Dans  Ic  mcme  temps  Dudley  prolongeant  ii  I'exccs  I;i  cote  meridionale 
de  I'Ifle  de  lefo,  mit  en  1647,  le  Ccf'  Fortune,  Sc  par  confoqucnt  lo  Detroit  d' Anian  prcs  du 
220  de  longitude  (felon  lui  le  229) .  Enfin  ce  detroit  ell  traiifportc  pres  du  240  degte  cn;rc  lea 
la'.itudcs  de  51  &  53  par  I'Ecrivain  du  vaifleau  duCalifornie,  d'aprcs  quelquc  carte  Ani'.loife 
qui  defigne  un  palTagc  au  nordc>cll  de  la  Mer  du  Sud,  ou  Je  la  Mer  du  Japon,  u  la  Baye 
d'lludfon.  Guillaumc  Sanfon  en  1667,  1669,  &c.  ne  marqua  plus  le  Detroit  d'Anian,  (que 
Nicol.isfoh  Pere  avolt  confervc  en  1650,3  I'exetnple  des  premiers  geographes  modcrnes)  & 
cepcndant  il  dcfigna  le  pafTage  dont  je  vicns  de  parler,  niais  fans  y  mcttre  le  nom  d.-  Detroit 
d'Anian,  qu'il  ne  croyoit  app.iremment  pas  qu'on  pflt  tant  eloigner  des  cotas  de  la  Tartaric. 
Fn  menie  tempa  il  marquoit  entre  le  Detroit  d'Uriez  k  la  Californio  reprefenteo  coinme  une 
ifle,  laTerre  de  lefo,  qu'il  confond  avec  celles  de  la  Compagnie  o!:  de  Jean  de  Gama,  & 
qu'il  femble  avoir  regarde  comme  faifant  partie  1'  Amcrique,  aufli  bieu  queNicjIas  Sanfon 
fon  Pere.  Toutcs  ces  incertitudes  engagercnt  Guiliaumc  Delifle  a  no  rien  mettre,  du  c6:c  de 
rAmeriquc,  au  de-la  du  Cap  Blanc  ;  !<  fe  fervantavcc  difcernemenldes  relation*  qu'on  avoit 
fur  la  Tcrre  de  lefo,  il  ne  I'etendit  pas  plus  de  5  de^rcsiil'dtdu  Japon. 

Aujourd'l\ni 
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alterations  were  made,  which  gradually  effaced,  he  fays,  every 
idea  of  the  ancient  opinions. 

In  1647,  Dudley  placed  Cape  Fortune,  without  giving  any 
name  to  the  flraits,  about  220  or  229  dcg.  of  eaft  longitude. 


W^t 


In  i6.[g,  Texeira  retained  the  name,  and  fixed  them  at  200 
deg.  eall  longitude  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  laid  down  fome  land, 
feen  by  one  Joao  dc  Gama,  extending  to  the  coaft  of  America. 


»V     If 


In  1650,  it  appears  that  Nicholas  Sanfon  retained  the  name 
likewife  in  his  chart  of  America. 

In 

Aujourd'hui  que  nous  connoifTons  un  detroit  vers  le  nord,  pres  des  cotes  de  la  Tartaric, 
qui  font  bien  plus  avancccs  au  nord  ell  qu'on  n'avoit  lieu  de  croire  ci-devant,  ne  pouvons- 
nous  pas  dire  que  c'cH  celui  auquel  nos  Ancicns  ont  donnc  Ic  nom  d'Anian  ?  Les  reflem- 
blanccs  me  paroirtcnt  a  rcmarquer,  L'un  &  I'autrc  a  fon  entree  au  Sud  ver"  le  180  degre  : 
lis  fe  trouvcnt  entre  Ics  cotes  oricntalcs  d'AAe  ou  de  Tartaric,  &  cellei  du  nord-oued  de 
I'Amerique  ;  ils  s'etendent  jufqu'au  Cercle  Polaire,  aprcs  quoi  les  Terres  tournent  du  c6te 
dcl'Amcrique  feptentrionale  au  nord-eft,  &  ducotcde  la  Tartaric  ou  de  I'Afieau  nord-oueli : 
enfin  nos  Ancicns  marquoient  dans  leur  Detroit  d'Anian,  presdu  60  ou  61  degrc  de  latitude, 
du  Cote  de  I'Amerique,  unegrande  riviere  nommie  GranJes  Corieiiiet,  quircpond  aiariviers 
de  Bernarda.  Tout  cela  ne  peut-il  pas  f;dre  conjeflurcr  qu'ils  ont  eu  rccellcment  la  connoif- 
fance  du  detroit  en  quellion,  &  I'idce  d'une  fuite  de  cote  que  leurs  fuccefleurs  ont  trop  rabaifle, 
&  qu'ils  ont  rempli  de  diverfes  chofes  prcfquc  a  I'aventure, 

Voici  deux  obfervatlons  qui  pcuvent  engager  les  S9avan(  a  faire  de  nouvelles  recherches  fur 
ce  fujct,  furtout  en  Italic  &  en  Portugal.  1 .  Les  cartes  les  plas  anciennet  quj  j'ai  vft,  &  qui 
fon  toutcs  Latines,  marquent  cependant  ce  Detroit  en  Italien,  StrcUo  di  Anian:  ce  qui  me 
fait  foup90nncr  que  leprcmier  quien  a  fait  mention,  eft  quclque  mathematicien  d'ltalie,  oi 
«prcs  les  premieres  decouvertes  des  deux  Indes,  Ton  a  fait  a  ce  fujet  des  cartes  encore  au- 
jourd'hui curicufes  pour  ccux  qui  veulent  fuivre  le  Progrcs  des  Connoiffances  Geographiques. 
z.  Benedetto  Scotto  Gcnois,  propofant  a  Louis  XIIL  en  1619.  un  Globi  Mariiim,  Sc  une 
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In  1664,  Thevenot,  in  his  edition  of  Texeira's  chart,  rejecls 
them  entirely,  and  fays,  he  is  convinced  that  tiiere  is  no  fiich 
paflage.  , 
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In  26(17  and  1669,  William  Sanfon,  differing  in  opinion  from 
his  father,  rejefted  the  name,  but  retained  the  opening ;  repre- 
fenting  California  as  an  ifland,  and  De  Gamas'  Land  as  part  of 
America. 

P  In 


m 


Navigation  a  faire  par  deffout  U  Pole  Arili^ut  d'une  manlcre  qu'il  prctendoit  aufli  aifee  que 
courte,  vers  cc  qu'il  appclle  la  Pariie  Occtdentale  du  Canada,  &  vers  les  Indes  Orientales, 
dit  page  5,  d'lin  Di/cours  imprime  a  Paris  in-folio.  "  Cettc  partie  occidentale  du  Canada 
"  (qu'il  met  dins  une  de  fes  cartes  pres  du  180  degre  felon  notre  fa9on  de  compter,)  fut  re- 
«■  connue  par  les  Portugais  en  I'annce  1520,  en  la  hauteur  de  60  degres,  pour  etre  habicei; 
"  de  gens  raifonnables  Sc  humains,  &  remplie  de  quantite  (d'animaux,)  &  de  bonspaturages. 
"  lis  n'abandonnerent  cette  Terre  qu'a  caufe  de  la  trop  grande  navigation  qui  contient  4590 
"  lieues  (eny  venant  par  la  Mer  dcslndes)." 

Cependant,  en  finifTantcet  article,  jecrois  devoir  ajouter,  que  dans  quelqnes-unesdes  plus 
anciennes  cartes,  on  reprefente  les  Terres  de  I'Amerique  feptentrionale  comnie  une  continuite 
de  celles  du  nord-ell  de  I' Afie  ;  &  elles  y  Tout  jointes  par  un  idhme  aflez  large,  qui  eA  au  nord 
du  Japon.  Ce  fentiment  a  eu  pendant  un  alTez  long-temps  plufieurs  feflateurs,  Sc  meme  de 
celebres.  Le  P.  Kircher  etoit  dc  ce  nombre,  Sc  il  defoit  en  1636,  (in  ProHromo  Copto)  qu'il 
en  ctoit  prcfque  convaincu  par  dcs  raifons  mathcmatiques.  II  paroit  que  ce  fennment  etl  le 
plusancien.  Car  dans  une  belle  edition  de  Ptolemce  faite  a  Rome  en  1508.  &quej'aivue 
dans  la  Bibliotequc  de  Sorbonne,  il  y  a  une  carte  qui  reprefente  les  premieres  decouvertes 
des  Rfpagnols  Sc  des  Portugais  en  Amerique,  don  la  partie  du  nord-efl,  c'ell  a-dire  le  Labra* 
dor  Sc  I'Acadie  font  fuppofcs  etre  la  coiuinuite  des  Terres  de  la  Tartaric  ;  Sc  ce  qu'on  venoit 
de  reconnoitre  du  Mexique  &  de  la  Floride,  eft  reprefente  comme  des  ides.  Au  refte  lorfque 
ledetroit  dur.srd-eftgele,  I'Amerique  tient  a  I'Afte  par  une  efpece  d'ifthme  ;  Sc  li  on  a  eO 
anciennement  quelque  indicede  paflage  a  pied,  independamment  de  routes  les  reflemblances 
qui  fe  trouvent  entre  les  Tartares  &  les  Americains  Septentrionaux,  le  fentiment  dunt  je 
viens  de  parler,  a  pu  dans  ce  cas  avoir  qu';lqae  fondemeiit  ;  fans  qu'on  doive  fuppofer  avec 
les  Anglois  auteurs  de  I'HiiloIre  Univerfelle,  quel'Afie  Sc  1' Amerique  ontetc  autrefois  jointes 
enfemble  par  un  ifthme,  qu'un  treinblcment  de  terre  a  pu  detruire. 
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In  ijiii  William  Delifle,  from  comparing  thefe  different  ac- 
counts, was  induced  to  leave  both  the  name  and  opening  en- 
tirely out,  and  place  nothing  to  the  north  of  Cape  Blanco, 
rejefting  at  the  fame  time  the  land  of  De  Gama. 

In  1748,  Drage,  the  clerk  of  the  California,  retaining  both  the 
name  and  the  opening,  removes  them  as  far  to  the  eaftward  as 
240  degrees  eaft  longitude,  and  between  51  and  53  degrees 
notth  latitude. 


.'  f ': 


hit 


i^ 


Monf.  Buache  likewife  remarks,  that,  in  fome  of  the  moft  an- 
cient maps,  there  is  laid  down  a  large  river  in  60  or  61  deg.  of 
north  latitude,  which  is  calk  J  Grandes  Corientes ;  and  that  in 
moft  of  the  maps  he  has  feen,  which  are  Latin,  the  opening  is 
named  Stretto  di  Anian. 

From  this  account  it  appears,  that  the  oldeft  charts  give  the 
moft  accurate  reprefentation  of  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America, 
agreeably  to  the  later  difcoveries;  as  they  lay  down  th  land  ex- 
tending from  California  as  high  as  60  deg.  north  latitude,  from 
whence  it  follows  a  different  direftion  inclining  towards  the  weft. 
The  Rio  G.and-s  Corientes,  which  they  place  in  60  or  6\  deg. 
north,  is  a  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  as  it  correfponds  exa£lly 
in  its  latitude  with  Cook's  River,  and  its  name  anfwers  to  his 
defcription  of  it,  as  the  current  there  was  found  to  be  fo  very 
rapid,  that  the  boats  could  not  row  againft  it.  The  firft  altera- 
tion 
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tion  that  was  made  appears  to  have  originated  with  the  Englilh 
geographers,  who  reduced  not  only  the  longitude,  but  likewife 
the  latitude,  and  placed  the  ftrait  juft  above  the  north  part  of 
California.  This  was  done,  according  to  Bergeron,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  intelligence  obtained  from  De  Fuca  (o),  and  Pur- 
chas  fays,  that  he  followed  a  map  which  had  been  publifhed  in 
London.  As  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  De  Fuca  would  draw  a 
map  of  his  difcoveries  during  his  negociation  with  Lock,  it  is 
mod  likely  Purchas  copied  his  own  account  from  it ;  and  as  he 
was  refiding  in  Venice,  it  accounts  for  the  ftiait  being  named 
Stretto  di  Anian. 

Although  it  was  brought  down  by  this  means  as  low  as  47  or 
48  deg.  north  latitude,  yet  the  coaft,  which  is  now  known  by  the 
name  of  Alafhka,  ftretching  away  to  the  weftward,  was  not  re- 
moved until  the  map  of  Texeira,  in  the  year  1649,  ^^^  ^'^^^ 
down  his  coaft  of  De  Gama,  extending  from  the  ifland  of  Jefo 
to  the  northern  entrance  of  thefe  ftraits,  about  the  latitude  50  deg. 
The  greater  part  of  this  coaft  has  been  rejefted,  and  Mr.  Forfter 
fuppofes  it  to  be  no  other  than  the  ifland  of  Urup,  or  Schimuf- 
fyr  (p) ;  but  as  Texeira  fays,  it  was  feen  by  him  in  his  paflTage 
from  China  to  New  Spain  (q),  I  think  it  very  probable  that  he 
might  have  been  driven  to  the  northward  in  fearch  of  variable 

P  2  winds, 

Co)  Bergeron.  Traite  de  Tartai-.  Ch  xxi,  p.  J25.     ' 

{p)  Forller's  Voyage*  and  Difcoveries  in  the  Notth,  p.  464. 

(f )  Terra  q  vio  Do  Joao  dc  Gama  Indo,  da  China  pera  Nova  Efpaha. 
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winds,  and  feeing  the  land,  which  was  afterwards  named  by  the 
Ruffians,  the  Aleutian  and  Fox  Ifles,  fuppofed  it  to  communicate 
with  the  continent  of  America,  and  Texeira,  confonant  with  the 
opinion  then  entertained  in  confequence  of  De  Fuca's  report, 
joined  it  with  the  Straits  of  Anian,  about  the  latitude  of  50  deg. 
north.  This  idea  was  firft  of  all  flarted  by  Green,  in  1751,  foon 
after  the  Ruffians  difcovered  Bhering's  and  the  Copper  Ulands, 
to  the  eafl  of  Kamptchatka. 
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In  confequence  of  this  difference  of  fituation,  which  was  al- 
tered according  to  the  caprice  of  every  fucceeding  geographer, 
joined  with  the  general  difcredit  into  which  De  Fuca's  account 
fell  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Lock,  Delifle  began  to  be  perfuaded 
that  the  former  maps  were  erroneous.  His  opinion  was  univer- 
fally  followed,  and  the  original  maps  were  totally  neglefted, 
until  the  voyages  of  Bhering  and  Tfchirckow,  in  1741,  recogni- 
zed the  coafl,  which,  according  to  Scotto,  the  Genoefe  geogra- 
pher, fome  Portugueze  had  feen  fo  early  as  1520  (r). 

The  fituation  of  the  coafl  being  altered,  by  bringing  it  10  de- 
grees further  to  the  fouthward  in  confequence  of  De  Fuca's  re- 
port, n  ^ht  be  advanced  as  an  argument  againfl  Maldonado's 

voyage 

(r)  I  cannot  here  omit  doing  julHce  to  the  unafTaming  conduft  of  Capt.  Cook.  Whenever 
he  had  occafion  in  his  journal,  to  mention  the  river  which  in  England  Hill  bears  his  name, 
he  always  left  a  blank,  which  Lord  Sandwich  defired  might  be  filled  up  as  it  now  Hands. 
Now  I  am  clear  that  his  intention  was  to  infert  the  Ruffian  name  whenever  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  iti  and  I  a:n  equally  confident  had  it  co.ne  t'  his  knowledge,  he  would  have 
given  it  its  original  name  of  Grandet  Coriintu, 
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voyage  having  I  een  known  at  that  time,  and  confequently  againfl: 
Lancafter's  pafTage  being  in  62  deg.  30  min.  north,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  continent ;  but  when  we  confider  that  the  Eaft  India 
Company  were  then  newly  chartered,  and  that  only  for  15  years, 
we  may  be  led  to  fuppofe,  they  would  fupprefs  the  information 
Luncafter  had  brought  as  much  as  they  could  ;  but  as  fome  ac- 
count of  it  had  gone  abroad,  when  Mr.  Lock  held  his  negocia- 
tion  with  De  Fuca,  it  might  be  prefumed  he  had  fome  know- 
ledge of  it.  Now  as  De  Fuca  reported,  that  after  he  entered  the 
flrait,  he  failed  into  the  north  fea,  it  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe, 
that  his  account,  the  truth  of  which  was  fo  much  contended  for 
by  Mr.  Lock  and  his  friends,  would  fuperfede  the  vague  reports 
of  the  information  received  by  the  newly  eftabliftied  company.  I 
would  from  thefe  premifes  infer,  that  rhe  opening  was  in  confe- 
quence  placed  about  50,  inftead  of  60  deg.  north,  where  Maldo- 
nado  found  it. 

The  map  to  illuftrate  the  edition  of  Ptolemy,  in  1508,  was 
conftrufted  in  th";  very  dawn  of  maritime  difcoveries,  confe- 
quently it  becomes  an  objeft  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
geographer ;  as  nothing  can  afford  more  pleafure  than  to  trace 
back  fcience  to  its  infancy,  and  then  follow  it,  ftep  by  ftep, 
through  its  feveral  progreflive  improvements  to  a  (late  of  matu- 
rity. At  that  time  America,  excepting  the  few  iflands  of  Hifpani- 
ola,  Cuba,  Jamaica,  &c.  and  fome  fmall  portions  of  the  continent, 
muft  have  been  delineated  on  conjecture,  confequently  we  find 
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that  the  whole  of  it  was  reprefented  as  an  alFemblage  of  iflands; 
but  in  another  edition  of  the  fame  author,  by  Sebaftian  Munfter, 
printed  at  Balil  in  1566,  we  find  his  knowledge  of  this  country 
to  have  been  very  accurate,  as  not  only  the  iflands,  but  the  con- 
tinent, are  laid  down  nearly  as  they  are  known  to  be  fituated. 
On  the  weft  fide  he  reprefents  California  as  an  ifland,  fuppofing 
it  to  be  Zipangri  or  Japan,  and  that  part  of  the  continent  which 
is  to  tlie  eaft  of  it  he  calls  Chaumayo  (perhaps  Teguayo)  and 
Temiftitan.  Afia  and  America  are  feparated  by  a  ftrait,  while 
Europe  is  joined  to  the  northeaft  part  of  Greenland  by  a  narrow 
ifthmus. 


W 
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But  what  is  very  remarkable,  the  communication  between  the 
two  feas  is  placed  in  60  deg.  north  latitude,  forming  a  fiiort  ftrait 
anfwering  to  Hudfon's  Straits,  after  which  it  opens  into  a  very 
extenfive  bay  direftly  in  the  meridian  of  Cuba,  correfponding 
exaftly  with  what  we  know  to  be  the  fituation  of  Hudfon's  and 
James'  Bays.  I  think  it  very  improbable  this  ftiould  have  been 
cone  from  theory,  as  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a 
very  particular  coincidence  of  fituations,  both  in  refpeft  to  lati- 
tude as  well  as  lon^  tude,  ftiould  be  the  mere  effeft  of  chance. 
He  muft  have  had  fome  foundation  for  this  opinion ;  and,  as  he 
has  marked  upon  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland  the  word  Corterati, 
I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  what  has  been  reported 
of  Cortereal's  difcoveries  has  fome  foundation  in  truth  {s\  and 

that 

(/)  Vide  Forller's  Voyages  and  Oifcoveries  in  the  North,  p.  46o< 
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that  he  not  only  failed  along  the  Coaft  of  Labrador,  but  that  he 
likewife  vifited  the  flraits  and  bay  afterwards  feen  by  Hudfon 
and  James  (t),  Notwithftanding  which,  I  cannot  agree  that  the 
name  of  Anian  originated  with  Cortereal,  according  to  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  authors;  as,  in  that  cafe,  it  would  have  been  placed 
on  the  eaft,  and  not  on  the  weft  coaft  of  the  continent.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  idea,  it  might  likewife  be  remarked,  that  when  Mal- 
donado  pafFed  through  Hudfon's  Straits,  he  gave  them  the  name 
of  Labrador,  a  name  which  had  been  given  to  the  adjoining 

country 

(/)  If  the  Portugueze  difcovered  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  as  Scotto  fays,  fo  early 
as  i;2o,  it  muft  have  been  before  any  account  could  have  been  received  of  Magellan's  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but  as  the  two  countries  were  afterwards  united,  and  as  Portugueze  otiiccrs  were  often 
employed  in  the  Spanllh  fervice,  it  is  not  unlikely  his  information  might  have  arofe  in  confe- 
quence  of  Loaria's  voyage  in  1625,  which  he  might  have  attributed  to  the  Portugueze.  At 
page  81,  upon  the  authority  of  Bergeron,  I  have  oifcrved.  that  he  is  faid  to  have  failed  from 
the  Moluccas  by  the  coalls  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  Herrera  gives  a  particular  ac- 
count of  thir.  voyage,  but  calls  him  Loayfa,  inftead  of  Loaria.  He  does  not  fay  that  he  ef- 
fciied  a  paftage  ;  but  there  are  feveral  circumllances  which  are  much  in  favour  of  fome  part 
of  the  fquadron  having  failed  along  the  north-weft  coaft  of  the  continent. 

He  was  fitted  out  with  fix  fliips  and  a  tender,  in  the  autumn  of  162;.  After  .1  variety  of 
accidents,  they  pafted  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  when  they  were  feparatcd  in  a  violent  ftorm  ; 
the  tender  being  provided  with  a  fmall  allowance  of  provifions,  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
the  coaft  of  New  Spain,  where  they  were  firft  of  all  relieved  by  the  natives,  and  afterwards 
by  Cortes  from  Mexico.  Bergeron  fays,  that  Loayfa  himfelf  efFcfted  a  paftage  ;  but  Herrera, 
on  the  contrary,  reports  that  he  was  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  after  palling  to 
tlie  northward  of  the  line,  fell  fick  and  died. — Herrera,  Dec.  vii.  lib.  7,  8,  9. 

It  will  be  neceftary  for  me  to  obferve,  that  it  Is  faid  a  manufcript  colleflion  of  marine 
charts  drawn  in  1436,  and  accounts  of  voyages  undertaken  by  the  Venetians  in  the  13th  and 
14th  centuries,  have  been  lately  difcovered  in  St.  Mark's  Library  at  Venice,  which  make  it 
probable  that  the  Antilles  and  the  northern  parts  of  America  were  difcovered  long  before  the 
time  of  Columbus  or  Cabot ;  but  I  own  that  I  want  faith  in  this  account,  as  I  conftder  it  in 
the  fame  light  as  I  do  the  attempt,  to  take  the  credit  of  delineating  the  weftern  route  to  Ja- 
pan from  Columbus,  and  giving  it  to  Martin  Behaim,  as  I  have  obferved  in  page  12. 
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country  by  his  predecefTor,  while  the  name  of  Anian  was  rc- 
ferved  for  the  flrait  through  which  he  pafTed  into  the  fouth  fea, 
in  60  deg.  north  latitude,  correfponding  with  the  difcoveries  of 
the  Portugueze  more  than  70  years  before,  and  on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  continent  where  it  has  always  been  fituated. 

Mr.  Buache  fays,  that  thefe  ftraits  were  known  fo  early  as  the 
date  of  Ortelius'  map,  in  J 570;  or  as  he  notices  in  another  place 
a  map,  the  date  of  which  is  1566  (w);  yet  I  do  not  fuppofe  it 
was  his  intention  to  convey  any  idea  that  the  name  of  Anian 
was  inferted  in  them.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  was 
not  known  earlier  than  the  very  beginning  of  the  17th  century, 
and  that  it  originated  from  Lancader's  account,  which  he 
brought  home  in  1603.  The  Burgomader  Witfen's  opinion  may 
be  brought  in  fupport  of  this  idea.  He  fuppofes  the  name  to 
have  originated  from  a  cape  in  the  ifland  of  Jefo,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  relation  of  the  Dutch  voyagers.  Van  Uriez  and 
Schaep,  in  the  Caftricom  and  Brefkes,  in  the  year  1643,  '^  called 
the  point  of  Aniwa  (x).    Now,  if  the  name  were  d«  Juced  from 

d  difcovery 

(«)  Buache,  p.  66.  La  plui  ancienne  carte  que  j'aye  trouve  jufqu'a  prefent,  qui  marque 
cette  continuation  de  terres  jufqu'au  Detroit  d'AnJan,  ell  une  carte  Italienne  de  I'Amerique 
feptentrionale  faite  en  1566  — Is  not  this  the  fame  authority  as  Munfter's  ?  The  date  it  the 
Tame,  and  he  delineates  a  fimilar  line  of  coall,  but  makes  no  mention  of  any  name  to  the 
ftrait. 

(x)  Buache,  page  114.  Avant  que  d'aller  plus  loin,  je  dois  dire  pour  fuivre  I'ordr?  des 
terns,  que  M.  Witfen  &  quelques  autres  f^avans  HoUandois  ayant  conje^ure  que  la  tcrre  de 
la  Compagnie  etoit  une  pointe  de  I'Amerique,  &  que  :c  Detroit  d'Anian  avoit  vraifembla- 

blement 
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a  difcovery  which  was  made  fo  late  as  the  middle  of  the  17th 
century,  by  a  geographer  whofc  knowledge  and  reading  were  fo 
very  extenfive,  I  may  be  warranted  to  conclude,  that,  although 
his  pofition  be  ill  founded,  yet  the  name  could  not  have  been 
known  long  before  that  period.  Purchas,  in  his  pilgrimage, 
publilhcd  in  1629,  appears  to  have  obtained  better  information 
than  he  had  when  he  publiflied  the  former  edition,  in  1614;  as 
he  there  Aiys,  "  As  for  the  more  northerly  parts,  both  within 
"  land,  and  the  fuppofed  Strait  of  Anian,  with  other  things  men- 
"  tioned  in  maps,  becaufe  I  know  no  certainty  of  them,  I  leave 
*'  them  iy)"  for  which  reafon  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  ac- 
count was  then  recent,  or  elfe,  as  he  dealt  fo  much  in  the  mar- 
vellous, and  gave  credit  to  almofl:  every  (lory  that  was  circu- 
lated, he  would  have  taken  further  notice  of  it.  Nor  is  any  no- 
tice taken  of  thefe  ilraits  in  the  accounts  of  Frobiflier's  or  Davis' 
expeditions  in  fearch  of  a  paflTage;  for  which  reafon,  comparing 
all  the  circumflances  together,  I  am  inclined  to  venture  an 
opinion  that  they  were  not  known  before  the  voyage  of  Maldo- 
nado,  in  1598  (z) ;  but  as  we  are  fo  very  liable  to  be  led  into 

Q  '  errors 

blcment  tiri-  fon  nom  Ju  Pays  d'Ania  ou  d'Aniwa  reconnu  par  les  Hollandois  (ii  la  partie 
SeptenrioiKile  du  Jcfo.  11  falloit  que  ccs  S(;avans  fuppofairent  que  dans  les  pri-miers  terns 
dci  dccouvcrtcs,  le  Pays  d'Aniwa  avoit  etc  reconnu  ;  car  ils  ne  pouvoicnt  igiiorcr  que  I'idee 
du  Detroit  d'Anian,  ainfi  que  fun  num.  etoit  plus  anciennc  que  la  decouverte  dcs  Hollandois, 
Mais  ils  ne  s'accordoicnt  pas  avcc  les  anciennes  relations  &  cartes,  qui  nattent  le  Payi 
d'Anian  ii  I'ell  fur  la  Cote  d'Anieriquc,  &  non  comme  Anivva  a  I'Ouelt. 

(j)  Purchas'  Pi]j,'-image,   Ed.  1619,   page  782. 

(5;)  I  am  aware  that  the  account  of  De  Fuca's  voyage  might  be  brought  againft  me,  as  he 
was  laid  to  have  been  fcut  by  the  viceroy  to  dikover  the  Straits  of  Anian :  but  this  account 
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errors  in  tracing  the  geography  of  countries  fo  little  known,  I 
nuifl  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  next  fentciice,  where  I 
fliall  take  fome  further  notice  of  the  name,  and  from  whence  it 
was  derived,  if  it  be  not  prefuming  too  much  to  attempt  what  fo 
eminent  a  geographer  as  Witfen  failed  to  accomplidi. 


OLr«nMiinni  en 

DAIDC  Ui  Aliliti. 
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As  the  coafl  of  California  was  difcovered  under  the  dire6lion 
of  Cortes,  the  fea  which  divides  it  frotn  the  continent  was 
named,  after  him,  the  Sea  of  Cortes ;  but,  at  fome  fiibfequent 
period,  it  obtained  the  appellation  of  the  Red  Sea.  Whether 
this  arofe,  as  Wytfliet,  in  his  Defcription  of  the  New  World,  re- 
marks, from  its  being  joined  to  the  main  land  by  an  ifthmus, 
which  gave  it  a  fimilarity  to  the  fea  between  Egypt  and  Arabia, 
or  whether  it  obtained  the  name  from  the  colour  of  its  water, 
which  the  name  of  the  river  (Colorado)  fcems  to  authorize,  I 
will  not  contend;  but  as  it  was  at  that  period  very  much  the 
cuflom  in  all  new  difcoveries,  to  form  allufions  to  places  fituated 
in  the  old  continent,  wherever  there  was  the  leafl  refemblance(rt), 

it 

was  not  written  by  him ;  it  was  the  report  of  Mr.  Michael  Lock  ;  and  as  Lancaftcr's  account 
was  at  that  time  jull  made  public  on  his  return,  the  (traits  whii-h  l)r  Fuca  was  fcnt  in  I'eardi 
of  were  iuppofed  to  be  the  I'umc,  and  obtained  from  Mr.  Lock  tiic  name  which  Maldoiiado 
had  given  them. 

((?)  Mu-  fler's  map,  in  1 566,  is  an  example  how  far  the  earlier  geographers  have  carried 
their  opinioi  ;  in  refpedl  to  the  refemblance  between  the  new  difcoveries  in  Am  rlca,  and  the 
maps  of  the  old  world  ;  as  he  fuppofes  the  coalt  of  I'eru,  in  about  9  degrees  fouth  latitude, 
to  be  the  Caiigarn  of  Ptolomcy.  This  theory  of  adapting  the  new  difcoveries  to  the  ideas  of 
tilt  ancients  was  very  prevalent  in  thofe  days,  as  Mercator  and  Honiiius  fuppolcd  the  idands 
to  the  northward  of  Japan  to  be  the  In/ulir  Satyrcrum  of  the  fame  author.     'I'hough  foreign 

frcm 
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it  is  very  likely  that  at  the  fanic  time  this  name  was  given  to  ihc 
gulph,  the  coafl  which  trends  away  to  the  northward  obtained 
the  name  of  Anian,  after  the  defart  coad  of  Africa  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  ifland  of  Socotora,  in  the  Inflian  ocean.  I  am  for 
this  reafon  willing  to  admit,  that  it  might  be  found  in  maps  of 

Q  2  America 

from  the  fu'jjci5>,  yet  I  (latter  myfilf  it  will  not  be  difagrceable  to  moft  of  my  readers  if  I 
oiKiT  a  f^nv  oblVivations  on  this  head,     Tlic  fitiiations  of  CnHgara  and  tlie  lufuhe  ioijiarwH 
h ivc  been  Uifputcil  at  diiTcnnt  times,  and  .is  I'tolomcy  has  been  dctciilcd  in  ihortcning  tho 
pcnii'.fula  of  the  hithir  ftdia,  it  has  been  nllcdged,  that  he  hnj  carried  the  knowledge  of  the 
Roman's  too  far  to  the  fouthward  in  India  heyrMul  \\\c  Ganges.     Dr.  Rol'crtfon  was  the  lall 
writer  on  this  fuliju'd,  in  liis  Difquifition  on  the  Knowledge  of  the  Ancients  in  India,     Ho 
dilfers  from  his  predecedor  D'Anville  in  fom^i  refpecks,  but  they  both  agree  that  Mal.icca  u 
the  /liicj  CIsrJr.mj'us,  and  that  C,itig<iiii  and  the  In  iilrr  Sulyronim  Ihould  1)C  fou[;lit  for  on  the 
coall  of  C.imbndi.i,  as  niucii  to  the  north  as  I'tol.imey   has  placed  it  to  the  fuuth  of  the  line. 
As  any  thii  g  which  is  ottered  on  this  fubjet't  muft  be;  merely  matter  of  opinion,  1  (hall  ven- 
ture, with  pr.per  refpcd  to  the  memory  of  tliolc  eminent  authors,  to  offer  a  neiv  idea.    It  i. 
agreed  that  I'tolomey  compot'ed  his  geography  from  information,  and  not  from  aiflinl  obfer- 
vation.  This  inform.-ttion  he  received  from  perfuns  who  obtained  it  at  the  different  Emporia. 
Now  Pciimuit  w.is  their  fouthmoft  (lation  in  that  part  of  the  world,  deriving  its  name,  in  all 
likelih(ii>d,  from  ihc  llrong  current  which  fets  through  tho  Straits  of  Drien  and  Sincapora. 
The  ( illance  between  the  peninl'uta  of  Mal.acca  and  the  ill.ind  of  Sumatra  being  fo  fmall,  and 
his  infornialion  being  imperfert,  he  might  conclude  that  there  was  a  coiuu-ilion  between  the 
two  countries,  which  will  account  for  the  form  he  has  given  to  the  Aurea  Cherj'onfjut,  >^hile 
Sintiii,  now  known  as  Cape  Scin,  was  the  emporium  of  the  merchants  from  China,  Perimulu 
was  the  ll.\tion  where  veflels  brought  their  merchandize  from  Borneo  and  Ja»a.  Hence  I  fup. 
pole  the  Jahadii  hi  iil.i  to  be  the  modern  Java,  from  the  well  end  of  which  velFels  reforted  to 
Ptiimulu  ;  at  the  (ame  time  Ciytongee,  the  moll  eminent,  if  not  the  molt  powerful.  Sultan  in 
Borneo,  I  apprehend  to  be  the  fcite  of  Cuii^ara,     The  velTels  coming  from  thence  would 
coall  along  by  Natuna  and  the  other  illands  which  are  between  Borneo  and  Banca,  where  it 
is  well  known  are  the  largell  apes  or  ouran  outangs  in  the  world,  whence  the  name  is  derived 
which  he  gives  to  the  iHands  in  that  diredion.      I  he  line  of  coall  being  continued  from  the 
Ambrajlui  and  Stmis  rivers,  in  the  Sinus  Magmii,  down  to  Catigara,  in  all  prob.ibility  gave 
rile  t,i  the  opinion,  that  it  was  fituated  to  the  northward  of  the  line  ;  but  as  he  received  his 
data  from  various  fources  colleded  at  the  different  Empojia,  lb  it  ap,icars  to  me,  he  con- 
founded the  accounts  from  Pcrimula  refpcfling  Borneo,  with  thofe  brought  to  Simla  rcLitive 
to  China,  Cambodia  and  Siam,  from  whence  be  iuppofed  Catigara  to  be  a  continuation  of 
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America,  as  marking  the  country  about  New  Albion  or  Cali- 
fornia,  before  the  fuppofed  ftraits  betwee  i  the  two  feas  obtained 
the  name;  and  this  I  am  rather  induced  to  do,  as  Wytfliet,  in  the 
edition  of  his  work,  publiflied  fo  early  as  1607,  takes  notice  of 
it  along  with  the  country  of  Quivira. 

If  we  pay  attentioii  to  the  currents  which  prevail  in  the  arfiic 
latitudes,  we  find  that  they  fet  to  the  eaftward  between  the  north 
cape  and  Greenland,  fo  that  it  is  very  rare  to  fyid  any  ice  in  the 

Norwegian 

the  fame  continent.     It  is  fome  confirmation,  to  this  iJea,  that  where  the  fca  which  feparates 
Borneo  from  Cambodia  is  fituated,  Ptolomcy  places  a  gulph  wliich  he  calls  Sinus  Serieut. 

This  (hort  digrefiion  will  be  confidcrcJ  as  a  conjcfture  only,  which,  as  it  has  not  been 
offered  before,  may  tend  to  throw  fomc  new  light  on  a  part  of  ancient  geography,  whicli  has 
been  fo  often  contefted. 


Before  I  difmifs  the  fubjefl  entirely,  I  cannot  hclj)  taking  notice  of  an  error  into  which,  I 
apprehend,  that  venerable  fcholar  Lord  Monboddo,  and  his  late  learned  friend  Sir  John 
Pringlc,  have  accidentally  fallen,  in  refped  to  tlic  illurtration  of  the  following  line  in  Horace  : 

•  i^iJ  tibi  vii,  muliir,  nigrii  dignijjima  Barris  ? 
which  they  fuppnfe  alludes  to  a  fpecios  of  ape  on  the  coall  of  Africa  named  San  it.  His 
Lordlhips  fays  (Qr>gi't  and  Progrcjs  of  Language,  Vol.  i.  page  275),  "  I  think  tliis  mull  be 
"  the  animal  meant  by  Horace.  By  Barn,  all  the  commentators  that  I  hive  coiifultcd  un- 
"  deriland  ehphants ;  but  this  is  certainly  not  the  meaning,  as  neitlicr  the  cpichct  black  agrees 
"  ta  an  elephant,  nor  the  krown  ch:iradcr  of  that  animal  for  thallity,  make  fuch  a  conjunc 
"  tion  proper;  and,  bcfides,  the  difproportion  betwixt  the  fize  and  lliape  of  a  wsnian  and 
"  an  elephant  is  fo  great,  that  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  fo  correft  a  writer  as  Horace  would 
"  have  ufcd  fo  extravagant  an  hyperbole.  Whereas  an  animal,  fuch  as  the  pliyfi -ian  Noelle 
"  dL-fcribes,  would  mnke  a  very  fit  match  for  a  lewd  woman.  'I'his  is  a  ciitieifni  nhich  I 
'■  o.ve  to  my  learned  and  worthy  friend  Sir  John  Pringlc,  Prcfident  of  the  Royal  Society." 
When  it  is  recolleaed  that  the  people  ot  Siam,  who  aic  black,  and  where  the  greatell  num- 
ber of  elephants  in  any  part  of  the  world  are  bred,  were  called  IJABRiE  by  Ptolomey,  we 
cannot  hefitate  a  momi  nt  to  conclude,  that  Horace  had  this  nation  in  view,  without  having 
recourfe  to  a  conjecliirc,  that  the  Romans  hud  fome  knowledge  uf  Africa  beyond  what  their 
geographers  have  handed  down  to  us. 
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Norwegian  feas.  This  fet  of  tlie  current  is  fimilar  to  what  takes 
place  in  the  antarflic  latitudes,  as  fliips  doubling  Cape  Horn, 
unlefs  they  keep  near  the  (hore  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  are  behind 
their  reckoning  feveral  degrees,  as  was  inftanced  in  the  fquadron 
under  Lord  Anfon.  This  fimilarity  between  the  currents  towards 
the  two  poles  arifes  from  the  rotatory  motion  of  the  globe.  As 
the  fea  which  has  a  conftant  movement  to  the  weft,  between  the 
tropics,  muft  return  in  an  eddy,  to  find  its  natural  level,  in  a 
contrary  dire6lion,  which  diretlion  will  conftantly  be  altered  ac- 
cording to  the  bearing  of  the  coall  it  paiTes  by.  The  arftic 
eddy,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  forms  the  immenfe 
fields  of  ice  between  Spitsbergen  and  Nova  Zembla,  and  after 
trverfing  the  polar  feas,  vents  itfelf  at  the  Straits  of  Bhering 
between  the  two  continents.  Now,  as  a  rapid  current  conftantly 
fets  out  of  Davis'  Straits,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  it  arifes 
from  the  fame  fource,  bringing  with  it  thofe  mountains  of  ice 
which  are  fometimes  found  floating  as  far  fouth  as  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland.  This  opinion  is  founded  on  the  report  of  the 
original  difcoverers,  who  obferved  ftrong  currents  fetiing  out  of 
the  inlets  to  the  noithward,  which,  from  the  numbers  they  faw 
there,  they  named  ^\  hale  Sound. 


This  great  quantity  of  ice  is  a  confiderable  obftacle  to  the  na- 
vigation of  thofe  feas;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ftrengtli  of  ihe 
current  is  a  reafon  why  the  ice  is  leldom  or  e\er  collected  in 
fields,  excepting  near  the  fouthern  coads,  or  where  it  may  be 
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accidentally  accumulated  by  eddies,  as  Baffin  found  it  during 
his  voyage.  The  Danes  having  eftablifhed  fatlories  us  high  as 
72  deg.  north,  is  a  proof  that  the  navigation  is  not  fo  difficult  as 
has  been  generally  reprefented,  which  accords  with  Pickerfgill's 
account,  whofc  journal  was  publiHied  m  the  Philofopliical  Tranf- 
atlions.  Perhaps  the  earlier  (hips  are  fitted  out  for  thofe  feas  the 
better,  before  the  fumnier  's  advanced  enough  to  fet  the  ice 
adrift ;  as  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  earlier  the  voyages  of  difco- 
very  were  fet  on  foot,  the  further  they  reached  to  the  north- 
ward. BafTin,  who  traverfed  the  whole  of  the  bay  fo  early  as 
the  month  of  July,  failed  from  Englandi  on  the  26th  of  March. 
There  are  fome  circumftances  which  may  lead  us  to  fiippofe, 
that  thofe  feas  are  mod  encumbered  with  ice  at  the  very  time 
they  are  moll  navigated;  as,  in  more  than  one  inftance,  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  fliips  have  been  accidentally  delayed 
in  the  ftraits  until  Chriftmas;  and  have  then  found  them  free 
from  ice.  The  fmall  number  of  velfels  they  lofe,  and  the  fuccefs 
of  the  unfortunate  Peyroufe  during  the  laft  war,  who  navigated 
the  whole  of  the  bay  without  any  accident,  with  a  line  of  battle 
fliip  and  two  or  three  frigates,  are  fufficient  proofs  that  the  navi- 
gation is  not  fo  hazardous  as  they  rcprefent  it  to  be. 


The  northern  parts  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  not  at  all  encum- 
bered with  ice ;  as,  during  the  two  feafons  which  Captain  Cook 
was  in  thofe  feas,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  met  with  any  until 
he  was  flopped  by  the  frozen  barrier  in  70  deg.  north  latitude, 
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after  pafTing  the  flrait  which  feparatcs  the  two  continents ;  and 
the  difTerent  voyagers  who  were  embaiked  in  the  fur  trade  in 
thofe  feas  agree,  that  the  northern  Pacific  is  navigable  through 
the  whole  year,  and  that  no  ice  whatever  is  to  be  met  with  be- 
tween March  and  Oftober.  One  of  the  firfl  of  thefe  adventurers, 
Captain  Mears,  in  the  brig  Nootka,  was  obliged  to  winter  in 
Snug  Corner  Cove,  in  Prince  William's  Sound,  and  though  the 
vefTel  was  frozen  up  for  fome  months,  yet  during  the  whole  of 
the  winter  the  found  was  free  from  ice.  Now  this  difl'erence 
between  the  feas  on  the  two  fides  of  the  continent  arifes  from  the 
narrow  flrait  between  Afia  and  America,  where  there  are  only 
.  c  ir  20  fathoms  of  water,  and  the  lands  of  both  continents 
converging  together,  the  ice  "s  prevented  from  palling  to  the 
fouthward,  in  fiich  bodies  as  it  does  through  the  openings  into 
Ballin's  Bay. 

That  the  fame  caufe,  which  prevents  the  ice  from  being  car- 
lied  through  Bheiing's  Strait  into  the  fea  of  Kamtthaika,  exids 
likewife  to  the  northward  of  the  frozen  ocean,  is  very  probable, 
as  neither  Mr.  Hearne  nor  Mr.  iVI'Ken/.ie  found  the  fea  frozen, 
excepting  near  the  fl.ore.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  Icfs  difficulties 
may  be  found  in  navigating  thofe  feas  than  are  generally  ima- 
gined; and  I  am  very  much  perfuaded,  that  after  pafllng  Baffin's 
Bay,  the  greater  part  of  them  would  be  furmounted;  as  what  ice 
there  is  to  be  found  in  the  Japanefe  inlets  drifts  to  the  fouih-weft, 
confequently  it  mull  occafion  lefs  relittance  than  the  ice  in  Baf- 
fin's 


rill 

I", 

ft 


i 


"Hi  , 


m^i 


120 


MEMOIR    ON     THE 


fin's  Bay,  which  conftantly  follows  a  direftion  contrary  to  the 
courfe  which  muft  be  held  to  get  to  the  northward. 


w 


COX(  U'SION. 


I  fliall  venture  to  conclude,  that,  from  the  variety  of  obferva- 
tions  oflFered  in  the  preceding  pages,  there  is  a  great  probability, 
if  not  an  abfolute  certainty,  of  the  exigence  of  a  communication 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans ;  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  navigation  of  which  may  be  furmounted,  and  from  the 
prefent  improved  ftate  of  maritime  knowledge,  the  currents  may 
be  fo  afcertaincd,  as  to  render  it  as  fafe  and  as  certain  as  the  paf- 
fage  through  Hudfon's  Straits. 


■fl  'J 

mi 


The  legiflature  has  confidered  it  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  importance, 
as  to  offer  a  reward  of  20,cool.  to  effeft  the  difcovery.  Until 
within  a  few  years  this  could  only  have  been  an  obje6t  worth  the 
attention  of  perfons  fitting  out  (liips  for  the  Davis'  Straits  fifliery. 
No  advantages  whatever  have  accrued  in  confequence  of  this 
great  reward,  and  the  leafon  is  very  obvious.  If  the  owners 
of  a  fliip  employed  in  that  filhery  (liould  be  induced  to  order  the 
mafter,  to  endeavour  to  get  to  the  northward,  fo  as  to  effeft  a 
difcovery,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  reward,  and  he  (hould  be  fo 
fortunate  as  to  get  three  parts  of  the  way  through  to  the  wefl- 
ward,  but  not  fucceed,  neither  his  owners  nor  himfelf  would  be 
entitled  to  the  fmalleft  gratuity.  For  which  reafon,  the  perfons 
engaged  in  that  fifhery  are  contented  with  falling  in  with  the  ice 
juft  within  the  ftraits,  where  they  get  a  cargo  of  fea  loil  and  (kins, 

without 
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without  running  any  rifk  to  get  farther  to  the  northward.  This 
was  an  overfight  in  the  aft  which  originally  offered  the  reward, 
and  likewife  in  that  which  extended  it  to  the  officers  employed  in 
his  Majefty's  navy,  and  ought  to  be  remedied ;  as  it  has  not  only 
tended  to  cramp  the  fpirit  of  difcovery,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
has  been  a  check,  I  may  venture  to  call  it  fo,  to  the  >  .  mmercial 
interefl  of  the  country ;  as  many  perfons,  in  hopes  of  a  reward, 
might  be  induced  to  penetrate  into  Baffin's  Bay,  when  li.ey  might 
not  venture  to  run  the  rifk  of  an  attempt  to  effe6t  a  paflage. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  attention 
of  the  Icgiflature,  if  it  would  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
nation  at  large,  whether  we  confider  it  in  a  commercial  or  a 
geographical  view,  to  divide  the  premium  into  three  feveral 
proportions,  which  ffiould  be  given  to  the  perfons  firft  difcover- 
irig  as  far  as  certain  fixed  fituations  from  each  fide  of  the  conti- 
nent.    Thefc  fituations  I  would  propofe  to  be, 

ift.  The  communication  between  Baffin's  Bay  and  the  frozen 
ocean,  whether  by  Lancafter's  or  any  other  opening  to  the  weft- 
ward. 

2d.  The  mouth  of  the  Copper-mine  River,  as  detcriiined  by 
Mr.  Hearne, 

3d.  Whale  Ifland,   as  determined  by  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  difcharging  itfelf  from  the  Great  Slave  Lake, 
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It  might  be  objefted,  that  this  method  would  be  adding  an 
additional  expence  beyond  the  original  fum  voted  by  parliament ; 
but  as  it  would  not  amount  perhaps  to  more  than  io,oool,  it  ought 
not  to  be  placed  in  competition  with  the  national  advantage 
which  might  in  future  accrue  from  it ;  as  fetting  afide  the  idea 
of  finding  a  pafTage,  owners  of  veflels  in  the  Davis'  Strait  trade 
may  be  more  induced,  by  means  of  thefe  regulations,  than  they 
are  at  prefent,  to  explore  Baffin's  Bay,  which  may  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  a  whale  fifliery  in  a  part  of  the  world  hitherto  ne- 
glefted. 
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DISCOVERIES   ofDE  FONTE. 

C  O  N  TA  I  K  I  J»  G 

IntroduElion — Intention  of  the  Spaniards  in  communicating  Mau- 
relle's  Journal — Account  of  De  Fonte'i  Narrative — Archipela- 
go of  S.  Lazarus  recognized  in  1785  and  1787 — Obfervations 
on  fiernarda's  Track — Lake  Velafco  fuppofed  to  be  Part  of  the 

Great  Slave  Lake  of  the  Canadian  Traders Bernarda'j  Ifle 

and  Peninfula  of  ConibafTet  recognized  \n  1789 — Obfervations 

on  Peter  Pond's  Narrative Lake  ^t\\&  probably  Part  of  the 

Great  Slave  Lake — De  Fonte'j  "Ldtkc  fuppofed  to  be  the  Edland 
Lake  of  Hearne — Straits  of  Konc^nxWo  fuppofed  to  be  the  Co- 
gead  Lake  of  Hearne — Obfervations  on  its  Communication  with 

Repulfe  Bay ObjeBions  agaiifc  De  t'onte's  Narrative  con- 

fidered — Obfervations  on  the  Northern  Part  of  the  American 
Continent — Affinity  between  the  Nootka  Names  and  thofe  in  De 
Fonte's  NaVrative — Conclufion, 

OiNCE  the  free  navigation  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  a  fettle-  introduction 
rr.ent  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  America,  has  been  fecured  to  us 
by  the  convention  lately  made  with  the  Court  of  Spain,  the  fub- 
jeft  I  am  now  going  to  enter  upon  muft  be  confidered  of  great 
importance  to  the  commercial  intereil  of  thii  country.    Impref- 
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fed  with  an  opinion  of  the  advantages  that  mufl  rcfult  fron:i'it, 
tlic  fociety  for  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  fciences  hav  oF- 
fered  a  reward,  for  the  difcovery  of  a  communication  between 
the  government  of  Upper  Canada  and  the  wcllern  coaU  of  the 
continent. 

T!:c  profits  to  be  gained  by  carrying  tlie  furs  of  America  to 
the  Chinefe  market  were  no  fooncr  made  public,  by  the  obfer- 
vations  contained  in  the  narrative  of  Captain  Cook's  laft  voyage, 
than  feveral  enterprifing  merchants,  difdaining  the  great  rifque, 
which,  from  the  immenfe  diftance,  muft  be  naturally  expelled, 
fitted  out  feveral  veffcls  to  embark  in  that  trade.  Thefe  expedi- 
tions led  them  to  thofe  places  which  the  Spaniards  were  faid  to 
have  vifited  under  the  command  of  De  Fonte  and  De  Fuca ;  a 
fhort  time  only  had  elapfed  before  an  entire  ftop  was  put  to  their 
trade,  by  the  force  fent  againft  them  from  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
ments  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Spain.  During  this  time,  they 
difcovered,  however,  enough  of  the  coafl:  to  prove,  that  fuch  in- 
lets, as  the  ftraits  named  after  thofe  two  navigators,  have  a  real 
exiftence,  and  that  the  accounts  given  of  them  were  not  the 
produftions  of  idle  vifionaries  calculated  to  amufe  the  world. 


_  inimionnf,!,.      It  is  aftonifhing  what  care  the  Court  of  Spain  takes  to  conceal 

Spanunli  in  rniii.  *-'  * 

Kik.j.u,„.i/  any  difcoveries  made  in  thofe  feas.  Some  were  made  as  far  to  the 
northward  as  ^ij  deg.  north,  by  (hips  fent  from  St.  Bias  in  the 
year  1774,  and  another  voyage  was  made  in  the  next  year  under 

the 
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the  command  of  Don  Bruno  Heceta,  as  far  as  57  deg,  18  inin. 
north.  A  journal  kept  by  Don  Antonio  Maurellc,  fc^cond  pilot 
on  board  one  of  the  fliips,  was  communicated  to  the  Honourable 
Mr.  D.  Barrington  (a),  and  fome  flight  information  of  tiiis  expe- 
dition appears  to  have  been  given  to  Captain  Cook,  before  he 
failed  in  1776.  The  editor  of  his  lad  voyage  makes  the  follow- 
ing remarks,  in  fupport  of  his  not  exploring  De  Fonte's  Straits 
when  navigating  thofe  fcas. 

•'  The  perufal  of  the  following  extrafl  from  their  journals 
"  may  be  recommended  to  thofe  fif  any  fuch  there  be)  who 
'*  would  reprefent  it  as  an  imperfe£lion  in  Capt.  Cook's  voyage, 
"  that  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  coaft  of 
"  America,  in  the  latitude  afligned  to  the  difcoveries  of  Admiral 
•'  Fonte,  "  We  now  attempted  to  find  out  the  Straits  of  Admi- 
"  ral  Fonte,  though  as  yet  we  have  not  difcovered  the  Archipe- 
"  lago  of  St.  Lazarus,  through  which  he  is  faid  to  have  failed. 
"  With  this  intent,  we  fearched  every  bay  and  recefs  of  the  coaft, 
"  and  failed  round  every  headland,  lying  to  in  the  night,  that  we 
"  might  not  lofc  fight  of  this  entrance.  After  thefe  pains  taken, 
"  and  favoured  by  a  north- weft  wind,  it  may  be  pronounced  that 
"  no  fuch  ftraits  are  to  be  found  \^f>)." 
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I  All 


The  fallacy  of  thefe  obfervations  has  been  clearly  proved, 
and  we  are  ftrongly  led  to  believe,  that  the  communication  of 

Maurelle's 
(a)  Hillorical  Abridgement  of  Difcoveries,  p.  48.      (i)  Preface  to  Cook's  laft  Voyage. 
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Maurelle's  journal  was  made  for  no  other  purpofe,  than  to  mif- 
lead  the  Admiralty  in  frammg  the  inftru6lions  for  the  then  in- 
tended expedition  in  fearch  of  a  north-well  palFage. 


As  I  fliall  have  frequent  occalion  to  refer  to  particular  parts 
of  De  Fonte's  account,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  me  to  give  fome 
particulars  from  the  narrative,  which  was  inferted  in  the  Me- 
moirs of  the  Curious,  in  the  year  1708. 

In  the  year  1639,  the  Court  of  Spain  having  intelligence  of 
fome  expeditions  attempted  in  that  year  by  the  people  ol  BlI- 
ton,  in  New  England,  Bartholomew  De  Fonte  was  appointed  to 
command  a  fquadron  fitted  out  at  Callao  in  Peru  to  oppofe  them. 
His  own  vcfTcl  was  named  the  Holy  GhoQ,  and  he  had  under  his 
command  Don  Diego  Pcndoffa  in  the  Saint  Lucia,  Peter  Ber- 
nardo in  the  Rofary,  and  Philip  de  Ronquillo  in  the  King  Philip. 
He  failed  April  3d,  i&p,  and  arrived  at  Chiametlan  on  the 
26ih  where  he  engaged  a  Captain  and  fix  failors,  who  had  been 
trading  for  pearls  with  the  natives  of  the  country  to  the  eaft  of 
California,  who  fifh  for  them  on  a  bank  which  is  19  degrees  of 
latitude  more  to  the  northward  than  the  pearl  banks  of  St.  Jean, 
in  24  deg.  north  latitude.  De  Fonte  was  informed  by  this  Cap- 
tain that,  about  200  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Cape  St.  Lucas, 
he  had  found  a  flood  from  the  north,  which  met  that  coming 
from  the  fouth,  from  which  circumflance  there  was  a  certainty 
of  California  being  an  illand.     He  therefore  difpatched  Don  D. 

Peneloffa 
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PenelofTa,  nephew  of  Don  Louis  de  Haro,  prime  minifter  of 
Spain,  to  afccrtain  the  fa6l.  He  went  in  his  own  veflcl,  accom- 
panied by  ilic  Chiametlan  Captain,  and  four  fliallops,  adapted 
by  their  draft  of  water  for  Ihallow  feas. 
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The  narrative  takes  no  notice  of  the  refult  of  Peneloua's  ex- 
pedition ;  but  it  fliould  be  remarked,  on  the  authority  of  Dc- 
lifie  ( Memoir  fur  la  Mer  de  I'OucJl),  that  a  Count  ue  PignalofTe 
was  viceroy  of  Mexico,  and  publiflied  a  map  which  ])lacc(  <  )ui- 
vira  to  tlie  eaft  of  New  Mexico ;  and  Monf.  Buache  ..  \A  rvcs, 
that  he  has  fecn  fome  extrafts  of  DeHlle  the  elde  ,  '.-herein  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  Count  de  Pignalolfe  reting  into  France 
about  the  year  1680,  and  prefenting  a  memorial  to  the  King,  in 
which  lie  oflcrcd  to  make  him  mailer  of  the  kingdoms  of  Tegu- 
ayo  and  Quivira  (c). 


¥'^' 


If  this  account  be  true,  we  may  be  led  to  believe,  that  the  re- 
lation of  Father  Kino  was  publilhed  with  no  other  view,  than  to 
counteraft  the  accounts  which  had  got  abroad  of  De  Fonte's  and 
PenelolTa's  difcoveries,  particularly  z'.  m  was  tranfmitted  to  Eng- 

S  land 

(f)  ]e  ne  f^ai  fi  ce  jrunc  Seigneur  qu'on  ;-imme  ici  de  PcnclofTa,  nc  fcroit  pas  Ic  mcme 
que  celui  qui  fut  enfuiie  viceroy  du  Mexiqu  ,  &  que  Guillaumo  Ddido  appclle  Ic  Comte  de 
Pignaloflc  (Mem,  fur  la  Mer  de  I'OueJlJ.  C'eft  le  meme  nom  cii  Efpagnol,  ccrlt  divcrfe- 
ment.  J'ai  lu  dans  quelques  Extraits  dc  M.  Dclide  le  perc,  que  ce  viceroy  avant  cu  quel- 
ques  dcinelcs  avcc  rArclu-.Oquc  du  Mexique  (vers  I'an  i63o)  fe  rctiraen  France,  &  y  prc- 
fenta  au  Roy  un  incmoire  par  Icqucl  il  fc  faifoit  fort,  moyennant  ccrtaincs  conditions,  dc  Ic 
rendre  maitre  du  Royaume  dc  Ttguaio  ^  de  la  Grande  Quivira,  qu'il  dcfolt  avoir  mille  licues 
d'etendue  (dans  I'opinion  qu'clle  alloit  julqu'au  vcritible  Detroit  d'Anian  du  cote  de  I'Ouell) 
&  qu'il  pretcndoic  n'cue  pas  cluignce  de  la  Nr.uvcllc  France  da  cote  de  \']L&.,--B,  C.  /.  73. 
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land  nearly  about  the  fame  time  as  the  journal  of  De  Fonte  was 
made  public. 


tl 


De  Fonte  afterwards  failed  himfelf  with  the  reft  of  his  fqua- 
dron,  to  put  in  execution  the  orders  he  had  received.  He  en- 
tered the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  in  latitude  53  deg.  north, 
on  the  14th  of  June,  and  continued  failing  through  it  for  260 
leagues,  in  intricate  channels  among  iflands,  until  he  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  a  river,  which  he  named  Rio  de  los  Reyes.  From 
this  place  he  difpatchcd  the  fliip  under  the  command  of  Bernar- 
do, on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  to  difcover  the  Tartarian 
fea.  To  effeft  this,  Bernardo  failed  up  a  river,  the  courfe  of 
which  was  north  north-eaft  and  north  north-weft.  This  river  was 
named  Rio  del  Haro,  and  came  from  a  lake  full  of  iflands,  whirh 
he  called  Velafco.  A  fouth  fouth-eaft  moon  made  high  water  in 
both  the  rivers,  and  it  flowed  from  22  to  24  feet  in  each  of  them. 
He  appears  to  have  held  a  wefterly  courfe  in  the  lake  60  leagues, 
until  he  arrived  at  a  large  peninfula,  called  by  the  natives  Coni- 
baffet ;  he  left  the  fhip  there  in  a  fafe  port,  formed  by  an  ifland 
called  by  him  Bernarda,  and  the  Peninfula ;  and  then  proceeded 
in  three  Indian  boats,  each  made  of  a  tree  50  or  60  feeet  long, 
accompanied  by  two  Jefuits,  20  of  his  own  feamen,  and  36  of 
the  natives,  down  a  river,  which  had  three  falls,  80  leagues,  un. 
til  he  came  into  the  Tartarian  fea,  in  latitude  61  degrees  north. 
The  Jefuits,  who  went  with  him,  are  faid  to  have  been  before  as 
far  north  as  66  degrees. 

From 
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From  this  place  he  difpatched  a  letter,  dated  June  27tli,  to 
De  Fonte,  to  inform  him  of  his  fuccefs,  and  then  followed  the 
dire6lion  of  the  coaft,  which  trended  to  the  north-eafl.  He  failed 
by  different  courfes  north-eaft,  eaft-north-eaft,  and  north-eafl  and 
by  eaft,  as  far  as  77,  or,  as  it  is  faid  in  another  place,  79  degrees 
north  latitude,  436  leagues,  where  he  found  the  land  to  extend 
to  the  northward,  and  the  ice  fixed  to  the  fliore.  At  this  place, 
one  of  his  feamen  went  with  the  natives  to  a  frefli  water  lake, 
about  30  miles  in  circumference,  which  emptied  itfelf  into  Davis' 
Straits.  This  lake  was  in  80  degrees  north  latitude,  and  on  the 
north  of  it  were  very  high  mountains.  After  which  he  returned, 
and  joined  the  fleet  on  the  11th  of  Augufl;. 


f  y 
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The  fame  day  he  fent  away  Barnarda,  De  Fonte  failed  up  the 
river  which  he  had  called  De  los  Reyes,  into  a  lake  named  Belle. 
In  the  river  there  is  a  fall  of  water  until  half  flood ;  but  an  hour 
and  quarter  before  high  water  the  flood  begins  to  fet  ftrongly  in- 
to the  lake,  and  the  water  in  the  river  was  found  to  be  frefli  20 
leagues  from  the  entrance.  On  the  ift  of  July,  he  left  his  Ihips 
in  a  harbour  called  Conoflet,  formed  by  a  fine  ifland,  and  failed 
to  a  river,  which  he  named  Rio  Parmentire,  from  a  perfon  who 
accompanied  him,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  exaftly  furveyed  it. 
In  pafling  the  river,  he  went  over  eight  falls,  in  all  32  feet  per- 
pendicular from  its  fource;  following  the  courfe  of  the  river,  he 
came,  on  the  6th  of  July,  to  a  large  lake,  which  he  name '.  De 
Fonte,  after  himfelf.    This  lake  is  160  leagues  long,  and  60 

S  2  broad. 
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broad,  extending  eaft  north-eaft  and  weft  fouth-weft,  and  is  from 
20  to  60  fathoms  deep,  abounding  in  cod  and  ling.  There  are 
feveral  large  iflands  and  fome  fmall  ones  in  it,  particularly  on 
the  fouth  fide,  where  there  is  a  very  large  one  well  peopled.  In 
eight  days  he  pafled  the  eaft  north-eaft  end  of  the  lake,  and  en- 
tered another,  which  he  named  Eftrecho  de  Ronquillo  :  this 
lake  was  24  leagues  long  and  3  broad,  and  from  20  to  30  fa. 
thorns  of  water.  In  this  place  he  found  a  tide,  and  being  fa- 
voured with  tiie  ebb  and  a  ftrong  gale,  was  able  to  pafs  it  in  to 
hours. 


h\ 


Three  days  afterwards  he  came  to  an  Indian  town,  where  the 
inhabitants  told  his  interpreter,  Mr.  Parmentire,  of  a  fhip  which 
was  anchored  at  a  little  diftance.  This  fliip  De  Fonte  found 
came  from  Bofton,  commanded  by  one  Shapely,  and  the  owner, 
Major  Gibbons,  was  on  board.  He  purchafed  Shapeley's  charts 
and  journals,  and  then  returned,  with  as  much  wind  as  they 
could  carry  fail  to,  the  6th  of  Auguft,  and  were  at  the  firft  fall 
of  the  Parmentire  River  on  the  1  ith,  86  leagues,  and  on  the  iGth 
arrived  fafe  on  board  his  ftiip  in  the  port  of  Conoft'et.  Septcm- 
ber  the  2d,  he  failed  on  his  return  home,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th  he  anchored  between  Arenna  and  Mynhaftet,  Arenna 
being  about  20  leagues  from  the  Rio  los  Reyes,  and  Mynhaffet 
near  it :  after  pafting  the  river,  he  returned  home.  In  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  account  he  fays,  that  the  chart  will  make  it  clear, 
that  there  is  no  entrance  into  the  fouth  fea  by  the  north-weft 
paflage  ;  but  no  chart  accompanies  the  relation. 
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That  a  very  confiderable  opening,  in  every  refpefl  anfwering 
to  the  defcription  he  gives  of  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus, 
exifts  in  the  fame  latitude  in  which  he  lays  it  down,  has  been 
proved  by  feveral  authentic  teftimonies  ;  and  if  future  difcove- 
rers  fhould  likewife  prove  as  fuccefsful  in  exploring  his  courfe 
through  the  lakes,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt  but  the  moft 
important  advantages  may  be  derived  from  it  to  the  commerce 
of  this  country,  by  opening  fo  direft  a  navigation  to  Nootka 
Sound.  To  flimulate  the  future  adventurers  in  that  part  of  the 
world  to  profecute  his  track,  and  to  excite  their  endeavours  to 
eftablini  fo  defirab'e  a  communication  between  the  two  feas,  is 
the  objefl  of  this  Memoir. 


AtcMpeli^oof  St, 
I,  iJ!.ir(iitct"i(ni/ct4 
in  ijH^  ojid  i;8;. 
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Between  Nootka  Sound  and  Cape  Edgecumbe,  exaftly  in  the 
latitude  where  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus  is  fituated,  ac- 
cording to  De  Fonte's  nanative,  Cfptain  Cook  was  prevented 
from  feeing  ihe  land  ;  but  Captain  Roberts,  who  conftrufted  the 
chart  which  is  annexed  to  liis  laft  voyage,  marks  the  line  of  coalt 
which  the  Spaniards  under  Don  Heceta  are  faid  to  have  feen. 
The  exa6l  fituation  of  this  land  was  afcertained  by  Captain  Low- 
rie  and  Guife  in  the  year  1786,  while  on  a  voyage  of  commercial 
adventure,  and  afterwards  found  by  Captain  Dixon,  who  corn- 
commanded  a  fliip  in  the  fame  trade,  to  be  an  alTemblage  of  ifles, 
which  he  called  Charlotte  Hies,  the  name  they  flill  retain,  Thefe 
iflands  are  feparated  from  the  eaftern  fhore  by  an  opening  as 
wide  as  the  Englifh  channel,  and  exa£lly  in  the  latitude  of  ^^ 
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deg.  norih.  Captain  Hanna,  who  was  trading  on  the  coaft  in  the 
year  178J,  difcovered  iflands  with  extenfive  founds  flretching  to 
the  eaflward,  correfpon<Hnnr  with  the  defcription  of  De  Fonte's 
Archipelago  of  St.  La  ru  In  1787,  Captain  Duncan  exami- 
ned thefe  founds,  and  proceeded  among  the  iflands  in  a  north 
north-eafl  direfiion,  until  he  found  a  fcarcity  of  fea  otter  fkins, 
%vhich  was  the  objetl  of  his  voyage,  when  he  was  obliged  reluc- 
tantly to  return.  Thefe  iflands,  he  fays,  are  fo  very  mountainous 
that  the  inow  remains  perpetually  upon  their  fummlts,  and  the 
lea  is  fo  deep  clofe  to  the  fliore,  that  he  very  feldom  came  to  an 
anchor,  but  made  his  floop  fafl:  to  the  trees  near  the  water.  Thefe 
trees  were  generally  hr,  of  the  firft  quality  for  mafts  As  he  en- 
tered the  archipelago,  the  mountains  gradually  encreafed  in 
height,  towering  above  each  other  :  but  he  obferved,  at  the  ex- 
tent of  his  refearches,  tliat  they  gradually  decreafed  to  the  eafl;- 
ward  of  him,  from  whence  he  fuppofes,  the  account  which  the 
commander  of  the  American  floop  Wafliington  gave  (d),  of  his 
having  failed  through  an  open  fea,  according  with  that  which 
De  Fuca  is  faid  to  have  navigated,  might  be  credited. 


u. 
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This  archipelago  having  been  certainly  afcertained  to  be  fi- 
tuated  in  the  fame  latitude  in  which  De  Fonte  places  it,  (lamps 
a  credit  on  his  account,  and  leads  us  to  place  the  greater  confi- 
dence in  his  narrative,  in  thofe  places  where  we  have  not  an 
equal  authority  to  guide  us. 

From 

(J)  Vide  page  66. 
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From  the  entrance  of  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus  to  the 
place  where  the  two  rivers,  Rio  Haro  and  Rio  de  los  Reyes,  fall 
into  the  fea,  he  fays,  that  he  failed  260  leagues,  in  intricate  paf- 
fages  among  iflands,  keeping  the  boats  a  mile  ahead  to  found. 
Now  the  commander  of  the  American  floop  having  afcertained 
the  exiftence  of  an  extenfive  mediterranean  fea  beyond  thofe 
iflands,  which  form  the  entrance  of  the  archipelago,  gives  fome 
authority  to  *his  part  of  his  account,  and  if  we  allow  for  the  dif- 
ferent courfes  he  muft  have  failed  among  the  illands,  the  diftance 
will  give  him  a  pofition  near  the  Arathapefcow  Lake  of  Hearne, 
or  the  Great  Slave  Lake  of  the  Canadian  traders.  If  we  examine 
Mr.  Hearne's  draught  of  this  lake,  which  was  made  from  the 
Indian  accounts,  we  (liall  find  on  the  fouth  coaft  of  it  a  bay, 
which  is  marked  Salt  Water  Bay,  into  which  a  river  appears  to 
difcharge  itfelf,  which  is  called  Salt  Watei  River;  and  this  is 
further  confirmed  by  a  draught  of  the  inland  country  brought 
to  England  by  Norton,  which  is  publiflied,  from  the  original 
in  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  pofleirion,  by  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
as  the  word  Salt  is  written  in  that  cxaftly  in  the  fame  fiiaation. 
I  would  therefore  infer  from  this  obfervation,  that  the  lake  which 
De  Fonte  difcovered,  and  entered  with  his  (hips  after  pafling  the 
Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  is  the  Grand  Slave  Lake  of  the  Ca- 
nadian traders,  or  the  Arathapefcow  of  Mr.  Hearne, 

We  fliall,  in  the  firft  place,  proceed  to  examine  the  route    otfc.vwion.on 
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means  of  the  Rio  Haro.  He  failed  to  the  weftward  Go  leagues, 
until  he  came  to  a  port  at  fhe  mouth  of  a  river  running  to  ihe 
weftward,  which  was  formed  by  an  ifland,  to  ^vhich  he  gave  l^ls 
own  name,  and  a  peninfula  which  was  called  Conibaflct,  This 
river,  we  have  before  remarked,  has  been  navigated  by  a  Mr. 
M'Kenzie,  who  found  it  to  iffue  out  of  the  weft  end  ot  the 
hkc  (c\  and  the  traders  having  fiirveyedpart  of  the  north  coaft 
ot  die  lake,  (bund  a  deep  bay,  which,  from  its  dirct^ion,  feems 
Jc'^rJCorc,"!  to  form  a  pk-ainfula  at  the  north  part  of  the  river,  correfponding 
cxaaiy  w.vh  ll  e  pcninrula  of  Conibaflet.  When  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
furveyed  the  nvcr,  lie  found  that  its  courfe  was  to  the  north- 
ward, inilcad  of  weftward,  and  that  it  did  not  communicate  with 
the  fea  to  the  foutlnvard  of  the  latitude  69  deg.  north. 


ittnc. 


This  ]•.  certainly  againft  the  account  we  have  of  Bernarda's 
track  to  the  Tartarian  fea,  which  he  entered  by  means  of  this 
river,  in  the  latitude  of  61  deg.  north ;  but  I  mui'l  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  reader  to  an  account  publiftied  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
zine  fome  little  time  fince  from  one  Peter  Pond,  where  he  will 
obferve,  that  thr  river  we  are  fpeaking  of  was  fuppofed  by  him  to 
have  a  communication  to  the  weftward,  either  with  Cook's  River 
or  Prince  William's  Sound  ;  as  fome  of  the  traders  had  traced 
it  as  far  as  141  deg.  weft  longitude,  in  that  dire6lion,  when  they 
were  ftopped  by  falls  the  largeft  in  the  world,  the  river  being 
two  miles  wide  at  that  place,  and  that  he  himfelf  faw  an  Indian 


in 
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in  1787,  who  came  up  the  river,  and  had  in  his  pofTellion  a 
blanket  he  had  trafficked  for  with  perfons  on  board  a  (hip  which 
had  been  trading  on  the  coafl  (/).  Now  the  falls  which  he  re- 
prefents  to  have  been  found  in  this  river  correfpond  with  Ber- 
narda's  account,  but  do  not  at  all  agree  with  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  re- 
port ;  as  he  only  obferved  two  rapids  in  the  whole  courfc  which 
he  followed,  and  no  falls  whatever,  and  it  is  not  likely  the  In- 
dians, who,  from  the  circumftance  of  their  having  a  blanket  in 
their  pofTenion,  mufl  have  come  from  the  weft  coaft,  would  have 
gone  fo  far  to  the  northward  as  latitude  69  deg.  for  a  paffage  to 
the  lake.     For  which  rcafons,  I  am  inclined  to  give  credit  to 
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(/)  Gemlimui't  Magazinl,  Vol.  LX,  p.  I97,  ExIraJl  of  a  letter  from  •»♦*•  at  ^idic, 
Nov.  7,  1789.  From  out  of  the  Great  Slave  Lake  runs  a  very  large  river,  Its  courfe  almoft 
fouth  weft,  and  has  the  largeft  falls  on  it  in  the  known  world ;  it  is,  at  lead,  near  two  miles 
wide  where  the  falls  are,  and  an  amazing  budy  of  water,  I'his  river  leaves  i.ne  lake  in  'a- 
litudc  64  dcg.  north,  and  longitude  135  weft,  and  the  falls  are  in  longitude  141.  The  great 
chain  of  mountains  that  extendfrom  Mexico  along  the  Weftern,  or  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the 
Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  terminates  in  latitude  6i\  deg.  and  longitude  136  deg.  fo  that  the 
Slave  River  runs  to  the  weftward  of  them,  and  empties  into  the  ocean  by  its  courfe  in  latitude 
59  dig.— — — Tlie  mouth  of  Slave  River,  at  the  lake,  is  in  latitude  64  dcg.  and  longitude 
134  deg.  The  mouth  of  Cook's  River  is  in  latitude  59  deg.  40  min.  and  longitude  154 
|^t.•■r,  The  ccurfes  arc  north-eafterly  and  fouth-wefterly.  The  degrees  of  longitude  in  that 
l:iiituJe  .irc  but  little  more  than  26  miles  upon  the  average  to  a  degree,  and  the  difference 
of  the  latitude  «nly  about  4  degrees  ;  hence,  and  as  there  is  no  other  known  vent  for  the 
river  fctting  out  of  Slave  Lake,  nor  any  other  river  in  that  country  to  the  northward  or 
fouthward  of  S'we  Lake,  to  form  fuch  a  river  iis  Cook's,  there  can  be  little  doubt  bnt  the 
fource  of  Cook  «  River  is  now  fully  difcovered  and  known.-  Another  proof  is,  that  the 

gentleman  (from  whofe  chart  and  from  whom  I  have  coliefled  the  above  information)  met 
with  two  Indians,  who  came,  as  they  faid,  up  a  river  from  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean  all  the 
way  to  the  Slave  Lake.  They  brought  him  a  blanket  in  1787,  which  they  received  from 
velFels  which  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  They  faid  that  the  river  they  were  in  is  large 
to  the  place  of  difcharge,  and  navigable  ;  fo  that,  if  we  take  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  two  rivers,  the  courfcs,  and  all  the  other  circumftances,  into  confideration,  little  doubc 
-Tiains  but  that  they  are  the  fame. 
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Pond's  account,  and  as  Mr.  M'Kcn/ie  remarks,  that  there  was  * 
river  on  the  weft  bank  as  he  proceeded  to  the  northward,  I 
fhould  apprehend  that  the  current  divides  itfelf  at  that  place, 
and  the  lake  difcharges  itfelf  to  the  weftward  as  well  as  to 
the  northward.  After  Bernarda  entered  the  Tartarian  fea,  the 
opening,  which  I  have  in  the  preceding  memoir  endeavoured  to 
point  out  as  the  Straits  of  Anian,  would  afford  him  a  padage  to 
the  head,  as  he  terms  it,  of  Davis'  Straits,  and  the  diftance  which 
he  is  faid  to  have  failed  will  be  nearly  anfwerable  (g). 


bibly    i>ir(  of  tlic 
^lett  i>U\e  Like. 


But  to  return  to  De  Fonte,  whofe  track  is  more  immediately 
conneftcd  with  our  prefent  fubje6l.  It  appears  that  the  Lake 
Belle,  into  which  he  found  an  entrance,  by  means  of  the  Rio  dc 
los  Reyes,  could  not  be  very  far  diftant  to  the  eaft  of  the  Lake 
Velafco,  fo  that  I  am  of  opinion,  he  likewife  navigated  the 
more  eaftern  part  of  the  fame  lake  as  Bernarda  did,  which,  as  he 
entered  it  by  a  feparate  opening,  he  might  fuppofe  to  be  a  dif- 
tinCl  colleftion  of  water.  The  port  which  he  came  to  an  anchor 
in,  and  which  he  called  Conoffet,  I  apprehend  to  be  noar  the 
ifland  which  the  Canadian  traders  have  fince  vifited,  and  named 
la  Coche.    The  narrative  is  rather  againft  this  opinion,  as  in  one 

part 


{g)  In  Bernarda's  report  to  De  Fonte,  he  remarks,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  latitude  of 
79  dcg.  north,  he  found  the  ice  fixed  to  the  fhore,  and  the  land  Hill  trending  to  the  north- 
ward. This  may  be  brought  in  fupport  of  what  I  have  advanced  in  the  preceding  memoir 
as  an  opinion,  that  the  fame  caufe  which  prevents  the  ice  from  pafling  n  the  fouthword 
through  Bhcring's  Strait,  may  exift  at  the  northern  jiart  tf  the  frozen  ocean,  fo  as  to  render 
thofc  feas  navigable. 
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part  of  it  the  place  is  faid  to  be  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
lake,  and  confequcntly  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  by  which  he 
entered ;  but  the  diftance  of  time  which  he  took,  on  his  return, 
to  fail  from  Conoffet,  before  he  arrived  at  the  river,  gives  me 
reafon  to  fuppofe  it  at  a  greater  diftance.     The  fituaiion  is  of 
very  little  confequence  in  rerpe6l  to  the  autlienticity  of  the  ac- 
count, for  which  reafon  I  have  ventured  to  place  it  at  the  Ifle  dc 
Coche,  becaufe  he  departed  from  Conoffet,  and  almofl;  imme- 
diately after  went  down  the  river  Parmeniirc.     Now  the  Cana. 
dian  traders  have  noticed  a  large  river  in  the  north  part  of  the 
Slave  Lake,  correfponding  exaftiy  with  the  Rio  Parmentire  : 
they  have  only  marked  the  opening,  as  it  had  not  been  navigated 
in  the  year  1789. 
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By  mv  ans  of  this  river,  De  Fonte  difcovered  the  large  lake 
which  he  named  after  himfelf.  Here  I  cm  left  once  more  to  ven- 
ture upon  conjeflure;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  not  be  without 
fome  probable  foundation.     Mr.  Arrowfmith  has  not  ventured 
to  mark  any  thing  to  the  northward  of  the  Slave  Lake ;  but  if 
we  have  reference  to  Mr.  Hearne's  map,  we  (hall  find  that  he 
lays  down,  on  Indian  information,   a  very  confiderable  lake, 
called  Edland,  which  communicates  witlvthe  lake  he  calls  Ara- 
thapefcow,  by  means  of  a  river,  or  rather  chain  of  fmall  lakes, 
exaftly  in  the  direftion  where  Mr.  Arrowfmith  marks  the  open- 
ing of  the  Great  River  from  the  Canadian  accounts.    This  river 
I  fuppofe  to  be  the  fame  that  De  Fonte  difcovered,  receiving  its 
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waters  from  the  Slave  Lake,  inftead  of  difcharging  itfelf  into  it 
as  Mr.  Hearne  reprefents. 


From  this  lake  he  palled,  without  the  intervention  of  any  falls, 
cad  north  eaft  into  the  Lake,  or  rather  Strait,  of  Ronquillo.where 
he  met  with  a  tide  of  ebb,  and,  as  he  fays  he  found  very  good 
cod  and  ling  in  this  place,  we  may  be  led  to  conclude  that  this 
colleftion  of  water  muft  communicate  with  the  ocean,  either  by 
the  Straits  of  Ronquillo,  or  in  fome  other  part(^).  The  Japa- 
nefe  map,  which  I  have  before  had  occahon  to  refer  to,  takes  no- 
tice of  an  inlet  from  the  frozen  ocean,  ^  'lich  runs  as  far  fouih  as 
the  latitude  65  deg.  The  exiftence  of  this  inlet  was  confirmed 
in  1789  by  Mr.  M'Kenzic,  as  I  have  before  obferved ;  for  the 
Indians  informed  him,  at  the  latitude  65  deg.  north,  while  he 
was  pafTmg  down  the  river  to  the  ocean,  that  tlic  fea  was  but  a 
fliort  diftance  on  either  fide  of  him.  Comparing  this  account 
with  the  circumftance  of  Mr.  Hearne's  laying  down  the  Edland 
Lake  in  the  fame  fpot,  there  cannot  be  a  ftrongcr  proof  of  the 
exiftence  of  De  Fonte's  Lake,  except  it  be  deduced  from  an 
aflual  furvey. 


Strait  of  Ronquil- 
lo fjupofcil  t'>  he 
Via  Cu^cid  Uke 
gf  Ueariie. 


Mr.  Hearne,  in  his  paflage  to  and  from  the  Coppermine  River, 
travelled  along  the  banks  of  a  lake  to  which  the  Indians  gave 
the  name  of  Cogead.    This  lake  extends  north  and  fouth  nearly 

.34 

(i)  I  ihall,  however,  have  occafion  to  remark  hereafter,  that  the  exiftence  of  cod  and 
ling  in  this  lake  is  not  a  politive  proof  of  its  adual  communication  with  the  fea;  as  they  have 
been  found  in  thofo  parts,  in  lakes  where  the  water  is  quite  freft. 
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24  leagues,  and  is  about  three  or  four  leagues  broad  in  every 
part  of  it.  If  it  fliould  appear  that  my  reafoning  has  any  foun- 
dation for  the  fituation  in  which  I  have  placed  the  Rio  Parmen- 
tire  and  the  Lake  De  Fonte,  I  apprehend  there  cannot  be  tlie 
fmallefl  reafon  to  hefitate  a  moment,  in  fuppofing  the  Straits  of 
Ronquillo  to  have  been  recognized  by  Mr.  Hcarne,  under  the 
name  of  the  Cogcad  Lake,  in  the  year  1 770.  For  the  length  and 
breadth  agree  exaftly  with  c.-vch  other,  and  the  northern  Indians 
having  a  town  (Congecathawachaga)  at  the  north-eaft  extremity 
of  the  lake,  wliith  has  a  communication  wiih  the  fca  to  the  ead. 
ward,  correfponding  with  the  Indian  town  where  Dc  Fonte  re- 
ceived his  information  of  the  Boflon  fliip,  carries  with  it  fuch 
weight,  <.j  to  remove  it  perhaps  beyond  the  podibiliiy  of  doubt. 
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It  will  not,  1  flatter  myfelf,  be  neceffary  for  me  to  make  any 
further  obfervations,  to  prove  the  ftrong  fimilarity  between  De 
Fonte's  account  and  the  modern  difcoverics ;  but  I  mud  obferve, 
that  there  is  one  part  of  the  narrative,  which,  as  it  now  ftands, 
is  not  perfcdiy  intelligible.  This  is  on  his  return,  where  he  fays, 
•'  lie  arrived  at  the  firft  fall  of  Rio  Pan.ientire  on  the  nth  Au- 
"  guft,  86  leagues."  What  part  of  the  course  was  86  leagues  has 
not  been  hitherto  afcertained.  ThvTe  appears  to  me,  in  this 
place,  to  be  a  typographical  error,  and  that  it  (hould  be  read 
:86  leagues,  inftead  of  86.  The  intention  of  the  author  was  to 
fay,  that  he  left  the  Bollon  (hip  on  the  6th  Auguft,  with  a  ftrong 
gale  and  the  current  in  his  favour,  and  by  the  1  ith  he  had  failed 
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from  the  eaft  end  of  Lake  Ronquillo,  to  the  fird;  fall  of  the  Rio 
Parmentire,  at  the  weft  end  of  Lake  De  Fontc;  the  diftance  be- 
tween them  being  186  leagues.  He  had  before  afceriained  the 
extent  of  thefe  lakes,  which  jointly  form  a  colletlion  of  water, 
meafuring  18.4  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft ;  fo  that  allowing  the 
river  which  conncfts  them  to  be  two  leagues  more,  it  will  make, 
in  the  whole,  the  diftance  he  failed  in  5  days,  which  is  fomewhat 
Icfs  than  five  knots  an  hour. 


ill  cnttiniun 
Kill!    Ht|>uli 
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From  the  concurring  leftimony  of  the  Indians,  and  from  Icvc- 
ral  (ketches  which  arc  in  the  polFeHion  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Com- 
pany, it  is  very  apparent,  that  there  is  fomewhcre  a  communica- 
tion between  the  Welcome  and  the  Frozen  Ocean,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Coppermine  River.  A  rude  (ketch,  drawn  with  charcoal 
on  a  deer  (kin,  of  a  map  of  the  country  to  the  northward  of 
Churchill  River,  brought  by  two  northern  Indian  traders,  Mca- 
tonabce  and  Idot  ly  ozce,  has  been,  pubiidied  by  Mr.  Dalryniple. 
This  map  deferves  particular  attention,  as  the  recent  difcoveries 
of  Hearne  and  the  Canadians  are  very  accurately  delineated 
upon  it  (/).  The  coafl,  according  to  this  authority,  is  continued 
from  Churchill  to  the  Coppermine.     This  is  further  confirmed 

by 

(/')  And  it  Ihould  be  obferved,  that  the  coHedion  of  w.Uer  which  Hearne  calls  Cogcid, 
and  delineates  .is  a  fmall  lake,  is  in  this  fitctch  rpprcfented  extending  trom  the  Iniiian  town 
to  the  fouthward  ;  but  the  lines  are  ahrupily  broken  c(F,  as  they  diverge  from  each  other,  as 
if  the  la'.ce  was  of  fuch  extent  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  his  obfervation.  This  accords  with 
my  idea,  that  it  has  a  communication  with  the  large  Lake  of  J)e  Fontc.  It  is  likewife  worthy 
obfervation,  that  one  of  the  tracks  here  marked  dosvn,  which  the  Indi<ins  make  going  to  and 
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by  another  ir.ap,  likewifc  publiflicd  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  from  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  papers,  which  was  cither  drawn  by,  or 
remarks  have  been  made  upon  it,  by  an  European;  as,  at  the 
place  where  Rcpulfc  Bay  (hould  be  placed,  the  following  obfer- 
vation  is  made  :  "  The  farthcfl  C.  Middlcton  went  in  the  (hip 
"when  upon  difcovery,  very  little  water,"  and  feveral  illands  arc 
laid  down  in  the  channel.  Middlcton  did  not  find  any  want  of 
water  diirinj;-  the  time  he  was  at  the  bay;  but  he  did  not  go  near 
the  wcflcrn  (liore  by  three  leagues,  as  appears  by  an  e\ira£l 
from  Rankin's  journal,  as  it  was  originally  delivered  to  the  Ad- 
miraliy,  before  ihc  difpute  arofe  between  Middlcton  and  Dobbs, 
which  occafioned  him  afterwards  to  rcvife  thofc  parts  which  re- 
lated to  Wager  River  (A).  ' 

It 

from  Churcliill,  is  the  fnme  which  Mr.  He.irnc  followed  along  the  callern  bank  of  the  Co. 
gead  i  but  iinothcr  is  marked,  which  appears  to  lead  down  the  Clowcy  River  into  the  Slave 
Lake,  wliich  it  cioni's  to  the  northward,  and  follows  its  coall  until  it  enters  a  great  bay,  the 
cattern  branch  of  which  it  traverfcs  to  the  fource,  from  whence  it  trends  diredlly  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  to  the  Indian  town  of  Congecathawhachaga.  May  we  not  from  hence  prcfume,  that 
the  birch  canoes  of  the  Indians  being  too  fmall  to  navigate  fo  large  a  coUeflion  of  water,  as 
Dc  Fonte  rcprcfents  that  lake  to  be,  they  are  obliged  to  follow  this  circuitous  route  in  order 
to  avoid  this  inconvenience. 

(i)  "AiigiiJI  6,  1742 — We  worked  up  round  much  ftraggJing  ice  all  night;  in  the  morn* 
"  ing  when  the  fun  cleared  up  the  Haze,  to  our  great  difappointment,  we  faw  the  land  low, 
"  quite  round  the  lower  beach,  round  to  the  wellward  of  north,  and  make  a  deep  bay  ;  and 
"  our  hopes  of  a  paflagc  that  way  all  over.  But  to  make  fure,  we  kept  on  our  courfc  to  the 
<<  cod  of  it,  until  2  P.  M.  that  we  could  not  go  above  fix  or  eight  miles  farther  that  way, 
"  we  tried  the  tide.,  and  found  none  at  all." 

"  Augujl  7 — Little  winds  and  fair  weather.  Sounded  70  fathom.  At  2  P.  M.  tacked  in 
«•  the  cod  of  the  bay.  It  bore  N.  by  W.  (mem.  3  points  variation  W.)  didance  3  leagues. 
"  Acrofs  from  fide  to  fide,  6  or  7  leagues  very  high  land.     At  4  ditto,  Cape  Hope  bore 
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It  is  likewlTe  very  evident,  that  Middleton  took  very  little 
pains  to  afcertain  whether  any  opening  could  be  found  among 
the  iflands  to  the  weftward,  as  he  not  only  tacked  when  he  came 
within  three  leagues  of  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  but  likewife  failed 
out  of  it  on  his  return ;  fo  that  he  took  fcarcely  24  hours  to  exa- 
mine the  whole  bay,  as  he  worked  round  Cape  Hope,  in  the 
night  of  the  6th,  and  at  4  in  the  morning  of  the  yth^  he  made 
the  fame  cape  to  bear  from  him  north  north-eaft,  being  then  in 
the  Welcome.  Hence  it  is  very  clear,  his  finding  no  lefs  than  70 
fathom  does  not  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  the  obfervation  made 
in  this  map ;  as  he  neither  ftaid  long  enough,  or  went  near  enough 
to  examine  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

The  Direftors  of  the  Company,  I  (hould  apprehend,  know 
how  this  map  came  into  their  polTe(rion,  and  mull  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  what  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  its  authcri- 
ty ;  but  at  any  rate,  when  compared  with  the  Indian  fketches, 
and  Middleton's  flight  examination  of  thefe  parts,  it  gives  great 
room  to  fuppofe,  that  there  is  a  communication  between  Re- 
pulfe  Bay  and  the  Frozen  Ocean,  by  which  means  the  Bofton 
fliip  could  have  pafled,  fo  as  to  have  met  with  De.Fonte  at  Con* 
gecathawhachaga. 
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"  S.  W.  by  compafs,  diftant  7  or  8  leagues.  Sounded  74  fathoms.  Sailing  among  drag. 
"  gling'cc,  founded  78  to  105  fathoms.  +  A.  iVI.  Cape  Hope  bore  N.  N.  E.  dillant  5 
"  leagues,  in  J5  fathoms." 
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As  the  public  are  already  inclined,  from  the  evidence  of  the 
late  difcoveries,  to  believe  that  this  account  was  too  hallily  rc- 
je£led,  it  will  be  unneceflary  for  me  to  enter  into  a  minute  refu- 
tation of  the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced  againfl  its 
authenticity.  The  very  exiftence  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  De  Fonte 
has  been  difputed;  but,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
we  have  to  advance  the  authority  of  Witfon.  In  the  fecond  edi- 
tion of  his  North  and  Eaft  Tartary,  printed  in  1705,  he  profelTes 
to  be  in  poffenion  of  the  original  manufcript  of  a  furvey  of  Ter- 
ra del  Fuego,  made  by  one  De  Fonte  in  1649  >  whence  it  will 
appear,  that  a  perfon  of  that  name  was  employed  in  the  fouth 
feas,  and  if  he  furveyed  the  fouthernmoft  part  that  year,  he  might 
have  been  fent  to  examine  the  northern  part  of  the  continent  in 
the  year  1640. 

His  meeting  with  a  (hip  belonging  to  Bofton,  has  given  many 
perfons  caufe  to  difcredit  the  account,  becaufe  it  was  fo  early 
after  the  fettlement  of  the  colony  in  New  England ;  but  it  is  very 
clear,  that  the  northern  colonics  did  very  early  carry  on  a  trade 
in  Hudfon's  Bay.  The  intent  of  Gillam's  voyage  was  principally 
to  carry  out  Groneliers,  an  inhabitant  of  Canada,  who  had  been 
introduced  to  Prince  Rupert  by  Mr.  Montague,  the  Englifli  Am- 
baflador  at  Paris.  This  man  reported  that  he  had  crofled  the 
lakes  north  of  Montreal,  and,  during  the  time  of  his  wintering 
in  Hayes'  River,  he  difcovered  fix  perfons  on  the  banks  of  Nel- 
fon  River,  who  were  put  on  fliore  by  a  ihip  from  Boftoh,  to  feek 
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a  place  for  the  crew  to  winter  in;  and  near  to  them  he  found 
a  fettlement,  which  he  furprifed,  and  became  matter  of  the  coun- 
try. After  exploring  the  fituation  of  it,  he  returned  to  Quebec, 
leaving  his  nephew  in  the  command.  A  difpute  arifing  with  his 
employers  about  the  plunder,  he  fent  his  brother  to  France  to 
reprefent  his  cafe ;  but  he  returned  without  redrefs :  on  which 
account  GrofFeliers  went  himfeif  to  report  the  importance  of  the 
difcovery ;  but  being  negleded  by  the  French  miniftry,  he  ob- 
tained letters  from  Mr.  Montague  to  Prince  Rupert,  at  whofe 
inftance  the  voyage  was  fet  on  foot,  and  a  company  chartered 
with  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  to  thofe  parts.  It  is  evi- 
dent from  thefe  circumftances,  tliat  the  people  of  Boflon  not 
only  carried  on  a  trade,  but  even  made  fettlements  in  thofe  parts 
at  a  very  early  period.  If  we  confider  the  time  Grofleliers  mufl: 
have  fpent  in  his  difputes  at  Quebec,  and  attendance  on  the  mi- 
niftry, added  to  the  time  which  muft  neceffarily  be  taken  up  in 
the  difierent  paffages  of  himfelf  and  brother  to  and  from  France, 
we  may  be  led  to  conclude,  that  the  New  England  colonifts  had 
embarked  in  thrt  trade  as  early  as  De  Fonte  has  afterted. 


The  circumftance  of  the  tide  flowing  into  the  Lake  Belle, 
when  there  was  found  a  fall  of  water  at  three  quarters  Hood, 
has  been  obje£led  to,  becaufe  no  fimilar  obfervation  has  been 
made  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  This  has  been  called  an  ab- 
furd  and  incongruous  dream,  the  produttion  of  fome  idle  vifio- 
nary,  wiiich  wants  only  to  be  read,  and  it  will  refute  itfelf.     In 

America, 
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America,  the  appearance  of  the  country,  the  peculiar  cufloms 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  nature  of  its  produftions,  are  fo  very 
different  from  what  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  obferve,  that  it  is 
not  without  reafon  it  has  been  called  a  New  World.  Lakes  fimilar 
to  the  Lake  Belle  are  frequently  met  with  in  thofe  parts,  how- 
ever unufual  they  may  be  in  any  other.  That  which  terminates 
the  CheRerfield  Inlet  may  be  brought  as  an  example;  but  the 
weftern  extremity  of  the  River  Wager  is  fo  fimilar,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  fo  pointedly  marked,  that  I  fliall  quote  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  it,  £rom  Ellis's  account  of  the  voyage  which  was  made 
to  determine  the  difpute  between  Captain  Middleton  and  Mr. 
Dobbs  (/). 


H7 


I 
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And  in  Turther  illuftration  of  it,  I  fhall  add  fome  remarks  by 
Middleton,  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Dobbs,  when  making  his  obferva- 
tions  on  this  part  of  the  river.    Mr.  Dobbs  wanted  to  prove  that 

U  2  the 

{DEhis'  /''njage,  page  255.  For  the  pi'.ipol'c  of  ex.t.  itiing  ihc  licaJ  of  the  (traits,  the  boats 
were  difpatchcJ  from  the  fliips,  ■•  and  continued  a  wcJlerly  courfe  till  it  diminillied  in  breadth 
from  ten  leagues  to  fcarcc  one.  It  was  now  almoR  night,  when  we  were  .ilarmcd  by  a  very 
loud  roifc,  rclembling  the  found  of  a  vail  catarail.  Early  in  the  morning,  we  difcovered 
that  the  noile  we  had  heard  was  occafionr.;  b\  tides  being  confined  in  a  pafTage  about  60 
yards  wide,  the  tide  commonly  riling  fourteen  feet  and  a  halt  at  the  full  and  change  of  the 
moon.  Obferving  that  the  llrait  opened  beyond  this  fall  to  live  or  fix  miles  wide,  and  ran 
fevcral  leagues  to  the  wellward,  we  were  ftil!  in  hopes  of  a  pallagc.  Our  greatell  difiicuhy 
was  to  pafs  the  fall  ;  but  we  foon  found  th.-.t.  it  might  be  parted  without  the  leaft  liu^iard  at 
half  (lood,  when  the  water  below  the  fall  was  upon  a  level  with  that  above.  We  parted  the 
fall  on  the  2d  of  Auguft,  and  above  it  the  tide  only  rofe  four  feet,  and  no  ground  was  to  be 
found  witli  a  line  or  140  fathoms.  We  ftill  favv  feals  and  white  whales.  At  day  break  the 
next  morning  we  went  on  Ihore,  and  from  the  hills,  that  were  not  fa'  from  the  coall,  we  had 
the  mortilicat'wn  to  fee  that  it  ended  in  two  fmail  unn.avigable  livers,  one  of  which  plainly 
fell  from  a  large  lake,  that  lay  fome  miles  dillance  to  the  fouth-well. 
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the  Lieutenant,  when  fent  to  explore  the  head  of  Wager  River, 
met  with  a  flood  tide  from  the  weftward,  which  checked  his  pro- 
grefs,  the  water  at  the  fame  time  being  found  to  rife  by  the  fliore. 
He  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  this  circumftance  ;  but  the  laft  quota- 
lion  Hiews  the  refult  of  a  more  accurate  examination,  and  Capt. 
Middleton  had  before  fatisfaftorily  accounted  for  the  caufe  of 
this  appearance.  An  appearance,  which,  had  not  De  Fonte  na. 
vigated  the  Rio  de  los  Reyes  to  its  fource,  might  have  equally 
induced  him  to  have  formed  an  opinion  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr. 
Dobbs  (m). 

Another  caufe  of  obje£lion  has  been,  that  De  Fonte  fa^-s,  the 
lake  which  bears  his  name  contains  a  large  quantity  of  fifli, 
among  which  are  cod  and  ling,  whence  it  muft  have  an  imme- 
diate connexion  with  the  fea.  This  might  be  the  cafe  and  ftiil 
the  water  be  frefli ;  for  according  to  Ellis's  account,  when  he  let 
a  bottle  down,  in  the  upper  part  of  Wager  River  above  the  fall, 
to  30  fathoms,  where  the  cork  was  forced  in,  it  brought  up  water 

{m)MU'!etDn' s  Reply,  pnge  S7.  "  The  reafons  given  in  this  new  account  by  which  the 
Lieutenant  was  convinced,  thtit  there  was  aftrong  flood  tide  from  weft  noith-wcft,  a  judicious 
nir:n  will  fay  are  no  reafons  at  all ;  for  granting  he  altered  the  land  very  mucli  until  he  met 
the  frc(h  or  water  fall  againil  jiim,  that  the  boat  fell  aftern  by  coming  nearer  to  the  catarafl, 
and  that  it  flowed  fix  feet,  as  the  Lieutenant  fays,  thefe  are  no  more  than  may  be  obfcrved 
in  all  rivers.  When  you  come  to  the  end  of  the  flood  llream,  the  water  fwells  fevcral  feet, 
though  the  frcfli  Hream  runs  llrong  agaiiill  you.  This  may  be  hen  every  tide  of  flood  at 
London  bridge,  and  continues  for  near  a  quarter  of  the  tide,  till  the  flood  meets  the  ebuing 
Aream,  and  they  come  to  an  horizontal  plane.  It  is  vifible  the  fudden  turning  of  the  tide 
•r  fr«<h  igaiiUl  him  can  be  afcribed  to  nothing  but  his  getting  nearer  the  cataratl,  where  it 
tAAi  run  againfl  him  twice  as  fall  as  the  boat  went  a-head,  though  they  had  a  good  breeze 

mtih*," 
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as  fait  as  that  of  the  ocean.  This  is  well  known  likewife  to  be 
the  cafe  in  the  Baltic  at  fome  feafons  of  the  year;  and  Ellis 
fays,  in  refpefl  to  the  Chefterfield  Inlet,  that  when  the  boats 
firft  faw  it,  they  found  the  water  fo  frelh  lo  leagues  within  the 
entrance,  as  to  give  them  no  hopes  of  a  paffage,  for  which  rea- 
fon  they  neglefted  fearching  it  any  further,  and  it  was  not  till 
the  year  1761  that  it  was  found  to  extend  upwards  of  200  miles 
to  the  weftward.  The  frefhnefs  of  the  water  here  mufl;  evidently 
be  from  the  great  quantity  of  melted  fnow  which  is  brought 
down  by  innumerable  rivulets,  the  fame  as  in  the  Baltic,  becaufe 
the  tide  was  found  to  flow  to  the  very  extremity  of  the  inlet, 
and  further  in  the  water  is  fait. 


»49 


Another  obje£lion  againfl;  the  authenticity  of  the  narrative, 
and  which  appears  to  have  had  confiderable  weight,  is,  that  the 
tides  which  enter  the  rivers  Haro  and  Los  Reyes,  flow  only  22 
or  24  feet,  whereas  the  Rio  Parmentire  hrs  fails  in  it  meafuring 
32  feet  perpendicular,  independent  of  the  declivity  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  form  a  current,  before  it  enters  the  Lake  De  rontc(n). 

Could 

(»)  Buffbn  has  made  fome  obfervations  on  this  fubjcfl  worth  attending  to,  He  fays,  "  the 
celerity  of  running  waters  is  not  in  cxadl  proportion  to  the  declivity  of  their  channels.  A 
river  with  an  uniform  declivity,  and  double  to  that  oF  another,  ought  not,  it  would  appear, 
to  run  with  more  than  a  double  celerity;  but  its  celerity  is  much  more  quick,  being  fomc- 
times  triple,  fomctimes  quadruple,  &c.  The  celerity  depends  more  upon  the  quantity  of 
water,  and  the  weight  ot  uie  tuperior  waters,  than  upon  the  degree  of  defcent.  In  diggint; 
the  lied  of  a  river  or  diain,  it  is  unneceifary  to  make  the  defcent  uniform  through  its  whole 
extei.t.  A  quick  motion  is  more  cafily  produced  by  making  the  declivity  much  greater  at  iho 
fource  than  ..t  the  mouth,  where,  like  the  beds  of  natural  rivers,  it  is  a'mofl:  imperccpiililc, 
and  yet  they  preferve  their  celerity,  which  is  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  quantity  they 
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Could  a  canal  have  been  conftrufted  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Suez, 
great  advantages  would  have  accrued  from  it  to  the  commerce 
of  the  eall.  In  difcuiTing  this  fubjeft,  much  has  been  faid  upon 
the  queflion,  whether  the  Red  Sea  is  higher  than  the  Mediterra- 
ncan(o).  The  objeft  we  have  before  us  is  of  a  fimilar  nature,  and 
without  having  recourfe  to  any  other  authority  than  what  is  de- 
rived from  an  examination  of  the  northern  parts  of  America,  I 

believe 

contain  ;  for  in  great  rivers,  even  where  the  ground  is  level,  the  water  dill  runs,  not  only 
with  the  velocity  originally  acquired,  l)iit  with  the  accumulated  velocity  produced  i)y  the 
aiilinn  and  weight  ot  the  i'upcrior  wat.-rs  *.  To  m:\Uc  thi»  matter  llill  more  olain,  let  us 
i'uppoltf  the  Seine  from  I'ont-neut"  to  Pont-royal  to  be  pcrfeclly  level,  and  to  be  ten  feet 
deep  ;  let  us  alfo  fuppofe  tlw  bed  of  llic  river  below  I'ont-royal  and  :''!ove  I'ont-iieuf  to  be 
fu  jdcnly  dried  up  ;  the  waters,  in  this  cafe,  would  run  both  up  and  down  the  chamel,  till 
th;ir  equilibtiuni  w.\s  pcrfcftly  rellored.  This  effetl  is  produced  folely  by  the  weight  of  the 
watr,  which  never  allows  it  to  fw-main  at  rcll  till  its  particles  are  equally  peeUedon  all  fides, 
and  its  furface  reduced  to  a  perfect  lc\  1.  The  weight  of  water,  therefore,  contributes 
grcutly  to  increafe  the  celerity  of  its  motion,  'i'his  is  the  reafou  why  the  greatell  celerity 
in  a  current  of  water  is  neither  at  the  bottom  nur  at  the  furface,  but  nearly  in  the  middle, 
which  is  prefTcd  both  by  the  column  above,  and  by  ths  rciction  from  the  bottom.  But,  what 
is  llill  more,  when  a  river  acquires  a  great  celerity,  it  will  not  only  preferve  it,  though 
running  tlirourh  a  level  country,  but  even  furmount  heights,  without  fprcading  much  to  a 
ii  Je,  or,  at  leafl,  vviiijout  producing  an  inundation  of  any  moment.— 5«;W/(«'/  Buf.  v. :.  p.  261 . 

(0)  Farenii  Cecgraph.  /irn'e  100.  "  Oceanus  Gcrmaiiicus,  qui  eft  Atlantici  pars,  inter 
Trifinm  et  HoUandiam  le  ci.undens,  eflicit  fmum,  qui,  etfi  parvus  fit  refpeclu  celebrium 
finuuir.  maris,  tamen  et  ipfe  dicitur  marc,  alluitque  Hollandix  emporium  celeberrfmum,  Am- 
Jle'.jdanum.  Non  procul  indc  ;.bcft  lacus  Harlemenfis,  qui  eliam  mare  Harlemenfe  dicitur. 
Hujiis  altitudo  non  eft  minor  ahitudine  finus  illius  Belgiti,  quem  diximus,  et  mittit  lamnm 
ad  urbem  Leidam,  ubi  in  vari.T  foiTas  d'-aricatur.  Quoiiiam  itaque  nee  lacus  hie,  neque 
finui  llle  Hollandici  maris  inund.-:  .  adjacomics  agro:-,  (de  natural!  ccnftitutione  loqiior,  non 
ubi  ttmpcftatibus  urgentur,  propter  quas  aggcres  tacli  fu'      ;  patet  inde,  quod  non  fiiit  al- 

tlores 

•  By  not  atttending  to  thefe  circumftances,  Mr.  Khun  was  led  falfely  to  affirm,  that  the 
fource  of  tbe  Danube  was  at  leaft  two  tJcrman  miles  higher  than  its  mouth  ;  that  the  Medi- 
terranean is  (>l  (Jerman  miles  lower  than  the  fourccs  of  the  Nile  ;  that  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
\i  half  J  mile  losvcr  than  the  Mediterranean,  &c. 
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believe  I  (hall  be  able  to  prove,  not  only  that  there  is  no  impro- 
bability in  this  account,  but  that  there  are  other  colleftions  of 
water  which  communicate  with  the  fea  on  both  fides  of  the  con- 
tinent, as  well  as  the  Arathepefcow  Lake. 


J5» 


//  I 


Mr.Turner,  who  was  employed  as  the  company's  furveyor,  fays, 
on  Indian  authority,  that  the  river  which  falls  into  the  Cedar  and 
Winnipeg  LakeSj  and  from  thence  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  continues 
to  be  navigable  as  far  above  Hudfon's  Iloufe,  which  is  in  lati- 
tude 53  deg.  north,  and  longitude  253  dcg.  30  niin.  eaft,  as  be- 
low it,  without  any  fall  or  rapid  after  paflin.e-  the  great  rapid 
near  Cedar  Lake,  for  more  than  200  miles.  This  appears  to  be 
further  corroborated  by  the  teftimony  of  a  late  writer  on  the 
fubjefl  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  trade.  He  wa;.  employed  by  the 
company  of  Canadian  merchants,  and  refided  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  from  1784  to  1787. 

"  In  the  year  1787,"  he  fays,  "  when  the  following  remarks 
were  made,  I  wintered  in  the  computed  latitude  of  55  degrees 
north,  and  longitude  120  dcg.  well  from  London.    I  cannot  fuf- 

ficientiy 

ticres  quam  agri  Hollandix.  At  vcro  Oceanum  Germ.inicum  cffc  altiorem  quani  terras  hrifcc, 
exptrti  funt  Leidenfes,  cum  fufcepiflcnt  fofiam  feu  alvcum  .-x  mbe  Tua  ad  Occani  GiTiTiatiU:i 
littora,  prope  Cattorum  vicum  perducere,  (dillantii  ell  duoruin  mlHiarium)  ut,  rcccpto  psi- 
alveiim  h'jiic  maii,  poflent  navigationera  inlUtuere  in  Oceanum  Gcniiaujcum,  et  liinc  in  va- 
rias  tcrrx  regioncs.  Verumenimvero,  cum  magnam  jam  alvii  portam  perfeciiTent,  dc-rilloij 
coafti  funt,  quoniam  turn  demum  per  obfervationem  cat^nitiim  efl,  Occaii  Germanici  aqiiaui 
erte  altiorem  quam  agrum  inter  Leidam  ct  littm  Oceani  illius  ;  unde  locus  illc,  ubi  ibJtTt> 
dcfierupt,  dicimr  Uet  mn/k  Gal.  Oteanus  itaquc  Gcrmanicus  cil  aliiiiiaiitiim  altijr  q:niu 
fin  us  illc  Hollandicus,'  &c. 
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ficienily  lament  the  opportunity  I  have  loft  of  giving  to  a  cer- 
tainty the  geographical  fituation  of  the  place,  for  the  want  of 
necelTary  inftruments.  As  this  cannot  be  repaired,  I  muft  endea- 
vour to  compenfate  for  it,  by  communicating  fuch  fafts  as  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  either  through  the  channel  of  perfonal 
experience,  or  confidential  information.  The  courfe  of  the  river 
was  nearly  eaft,  and  I  wintered  about  700  miles  above  its  dif- 
charge  into  the  Cedar  Lake.  Its  current  is  regular,  and  in  the 
whole  diflance  we  have  but  one  place  where  the  paflage  is  in 
the  leaft  impeded  by  rapids,  and  even  this  place  is  very  trifling, 

and  eafily  palTed  with  proper  care." "  What  I  have  thought 

worthy  of  obfervation,  during  my  flay  here,  has  been  the  very 
fuddcn  and  rapid  rife  of  the  water  in  the  river  during  the  fum- 
nicr  months,  and  this  without  any  apparent  caufe  or  extraordi- 
nary rains." — "  In  the  fummer  of  1786,  I  obferved  the  water  to 
rife  10  feet  perpendicular  in  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  thence  it  fub- 
fided  gradually  to  its  ufual  height,  and  then  rapidly  rofe  as  be- 
fore. The  riling  of  the  water  drowns  all  the  country  about  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  where  the  banks  are  uncommonly  low  ; 
and  it  frequently  happens,  that  the  people  who  navigate  the 
traders  canoes  are  obliged  to  fleep  in  them  for  want  of  a  place 
to  put  afliore.  This  river  has  feveral  kinds  of  fifli  in  it,  and  ftur- 
geon  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  are  in  great  plenty.  Its  diftance 
above  us  is  not  known;  but,  by  Indian  information,  it  iffues  from 
an  extraordinary  ridge  of  rocks  called  the  Stony  Mountain." — 
"  I  have  been  told,  it  is  fcven  days  journey  before  you  arrive  at 

it: 
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it:  it  fcems  to  have  a  north  and  fouth  direction." — "  About  270 
miles  below  where  I  wintered,  or  470  miles  from  its  mouth,  two 
branches  unite  in  one,  called  the  North  and  South  Branch  (?i)." 

The  fudden  rife  and  fall  of  the  water  here  mentioned,  at  a 
time  when  there  was  no  caufe  for  it  from  extraordinary  rains  or 
otherwife,  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way  than  by  the 
flux  and  reflux  of  a  tide.  This  is  fo  evident,  that  I  apprehend 
it  will  require  no  further  obfervation  to  fupport  it ;  and  when- 
ever  the  coall  of  the  weflern  fea  is  explored,  I  am  convinced, 
that  Mr.  Umfreville  will  be  found  to  have  a  confiderable  claim 
to  the  reward,  offered  by  the  fociety  for  the  difcovery  of  a  paf- 
fage  from  Upper  Canada  to  the  South  Sea. 
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Names  of  places  are  in  general  fo  permanent  as  to  retain  a  (i-  rf"v,;'„il'!;r'*'! 
milarity  in  the  found,  when  other  traces  of  the  language  are  ex- 
tinft.  In  the  prcfent  cafe,  we  have  four  inftances  in  which  the 
native  appellations  appear  to  have  been  retained,  viz.  the  Penin- 
fula  of  ConibalFet,  and  the  ports  of  Conoffet,  Arenna  and  Myn- 
halFct.  Captain  Mcars,  in  his  Account  of  Voyages  to  the  North 
Well  Coaft  of  America,  mentions  the  names  of  feveral  villao-es 
as  they  were  given  to  him  by  Wicananifli,  one  of  the  chiefs.  In 
all  of  iliem  the  termination,  which  I  confider  to  be  a  very  dillin- 
guifliing  refemblance,  is  ct,  at,  or  it,  and  in  one,  the  final  cha- 
rafterillic  is  particularly  marked.    The  two  laft  fyllables  of  Ke- 

X  noumahafat 

(;;)  Umfreville's  Account  of  Hudlbn's  Bay,  page  146  et  fcij. 
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noumahafat  correflly  accord  with  MynliafTet  of  De  Font(*.  It  is 
in  vain,  I  think,  to  argue,  that  the  fabricator  of  this  account 
formed  thqfc  names  on  the  idiom  of  the  American  language  of 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  continent;  bccaufe  fome  of  the  pUiccs  there, 
as  Cohanbt,  have  the  fame  termination.  As  the  north  well  coaftof 
America,  and  confequently  the  hnnguage,  was  totally  unknown  in 
the  year  1708,  when  the  narrative  was  written,  it  mufl  therefore 
be  a  ftrange  coincidence,  not  to  be  accounted  for,  that  in  the 
language  of  a  country  then  uni<nown  the  names  of  places  (iiould 
be  fo  ftrikingly  alike.  It  may  bo  inforrc  ',  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  fimilariiy  between  the  founds  was  fo  great,  that  indead  of 
writing  the  name  Mynhafat,  they  changed  it  to  Mynhaflct,  in 
order  to  make  it  accord  with  the  orthography  of  the  language 
fpoken  by  the  r.;dians  on  the  eaflcrn  fide  of  the  continent. 

There  is  a  Arong  fimilarity  between  the  three  firfl  fyllables  of 
Arathepefcow  and  Arenna,  one  of  the  places  in  the  lake  at  which 
De  Fonte  ancliored.  The  Canadians  call  the  next  lake  Arabafka, 
if  there  be  fo  great  difference  between  modern  travellers,  why 
may  not  the  other  appellation  be  as  near  the  true  pronunciation, 
efpecially  as  Arathepefcow  feems  to  be  a  compound  word,  the 
former  part  of  which  might  be  intended  to  fignify  the  real  name 
of  the  lake  ?  The  fimilarity  of  the  names  in  fa6t  is  fo  very  ftrik- 
ing,  that  Mr.  Duncan  was  convinced  of  the  authenticity  of  De 
Fonte's  account,  when  he  heard  them  give  the  names  of  Claafet, 
Kenoumahafat,  and  Eloifet,  to  fome  of  their  villages,  before  he 

had 
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had  any  opporuinity  of  examining  the  coaft  in  the  latitude  where 
he  afterwards  recognized  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus. 

Obfcrvations  made  in  diiTercnt  parts  of  the  world,  afford 
ilrong  proofs  that  the  (  "<e  covered  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
from  whence  it  has  bee  i.  >  the  cfTeft  of  fubterranean  fire. 
Without  entering  furtl  «ii.a  e  fubjeft,  I  fliall  only  remark, 
that  there  are  many  appearances  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
American  continent,  which  favour  the  opinion  of  feveral  rcfpefl- 
able  authors,  who  fuppofe,  that  it  emerged  at  a  later  period  than 
the  other  continent  above  the  furface  of  the  fea;  as  a  great  num- 
ber of  volcanos  ftill  exifl:  on  the  north-weft  coaft,  and  the  chain 
of  illands  which  extend  between  the  two  continents,  called  the 
Fox  Illands,  appear  to  have  been  formed  by  volcanic  eruptions. 
It  has  indeed  been  fuppofed  that  fome  parts  of  Spitzbergen  have 
very  lately  been  raifed  out  of  the  fea  ;  as  above  a  league  within 
land,  beyond  the  mountains  which  form  the  fea  coaft,  the  maft  of 
a  fliip,  with  part  of  the  rigging,  was  found  fome  years  fince  [q), 

X  2  On 

(f)  Recutil  del  Foyaget  du  lltrti,  Tom  t,  page  154. 

Kut  this  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  proof,  that  the  Tea  once  covered  the  Innd  where 
the  mall  was  found  ;  as  the  greater  part  of  Spitzbergen  and  Nova  Zemlil.i  is,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, an  accumulation  of  ice  covered  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  foil.  Wood,  who  was  fliip- 
wreckcd  upon  Nova  Zcmbia  in  1676,  fays,  that  "  mod  part  of  the  country  is  covered  per- 
«'  pctually  with  fnow,  and  that  that  is  bare  is  not  to  be  walked  on,  being  like  bogs,  upon 
"  whofe  fuperficies  grows  a  mofs,  which  bearcth  a  fmall  blue  and  yellow  flower  ;  under  the 
«'  fuperficies  of  this  earth,  about  two  feet  deep,  after  we  had  dug  fo  low,  we  came  to  a  firm 
«'  body  of  ice,  which,  as  I  think,  was  never  heard  of  before ;  fo  thefe  men  that  did  imagine, 
"  if  they  were  forced  to  vinter  to  the  northward,  would  dig  caves  ia  the  earth  to  preferve 

and 
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On  the  weft  coail  of  HudCon's  Bay,  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
fea  has  retired  confiderably  fince  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the 
fettlements;  as  at  Churchill,  the  Indians  remark,  that  canoes  have 
pafled  within  their  remembrance  over  rocks,  where  the  higheft 
tides  do  not  flow  at  prefent  by  feveral  feet ;  and  Mr.  Duncan, 
whofe  voyage  has  been  noticed  at  page  52,  found  fuch  evident 
marks  of  the  fea  having  retired,  that  although  he  is  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  authenticity  of  De  Fonte's  account,  from  his  obfer' 
vations  on  the  other  fide  of  the  continent,  yet  he  thinks  the  fea 
might  have  retired  fo  as  to  leave  the  route  imprafticable  in  the 
prefent  day.  But  it  fliould  be  obferved,  that  he  formed  this  opi- 
nion  from  his  furvey  of  the  Chefterfield  Inlet,  where  the  Com- 
pany fent  him  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  paflage  in  De  Fonte's 
Lake ;  as  he  found  a  large  bed  of  cockle  Ihells  on  the  banks  af 

the 


*«  themfelves  from  the  cold,  would  find  here  but  very  Iwd  lodg'ng."  It  has  been  obfer/ed, 
that  the  ice  is  heaped  up  along  the  coaft  of  ^pitzbergen,  forming  what  are  culled  Icebergs, 
and  thofe  who  have  penetrated  into  the  country  have  obferved,  that  the  mountains  confill  of 
gravel,  and  flat  Hones,  like  grey  flate,  heaped  upon  one  another,  vvliich  are  raifcd  by  the 
wind,  and  form  new  appearances  every  year.  Now  I  fliould  apprehend,  the  mail  found  fo 
far  inland,  might  have  been  part  of  the  wreck  of  fome  veflel  loll  in  the  ice,  :ind  the  fiolJ  on 
wh'ch  flie  was  wrecked,  being  afterwards  grounded  near  the  fliore,  in  proccfs  of  time  would 
be  covered  by  the  loofc  gravel  and  flates  before  mi'ntioned,  and  fuccccdiiig  feafon.i  forming 
fre(h  icebergs  without  it.  It  might,  without  digging  below  the  f«Hacc,  be  fupppfed  to  li.wc 
been  raifed  above  the  fea.  This  opinion  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  fome  of  th.fe  icebergs, 
which  have  the  appearance  of  land,  being  fomctimcs  broke  from  the  Ihores  by  hard  gales  of 
wind,  as  appears  by  rhe  colledlion  of  Dutch  voyages  in  the  north,  where  there  is  an  inllance 
of  a  fliip  being  moored  to  a  field  of  ice,  daring  which  time  the  men  climbed  up  to  the  top 
of  it,  whi;h  was  lo  fathoms  above  the  water,  where  th.iy  found  it  covered  with  earth,  and 
the  birds  had  laid  th^ir  eggs.  The  colour  of  the  ice  was  a  fine  azure  blue,  and  totally  dif- 
ferent from  the  other  fields.  This  ctrcumllance  gave  rife  to  various  fpeculations,  (ome  ima- 
gining it  to  be  the  elTeftof  the  ice,  and  others  thought  the  whole  was  amafs  of  frozen  earth. 
Fide  Trefiemt  royage  dts  Hotlaniioi s ,  far  It  Nord,  FoJ,  l ,  ftige  46. 
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the  lake  forming  the  weft  part  of  the  inlet,  and  which  is  now 
frefh  water,  feveral  feet  above  the  reach  of  the  fea,  and  what  is 
ftill  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  faft,  on  the  top  of  the  rocks  were 
evident  marks  of  the  ice  having  been  carried  by  the  current  fe- 
veral feet  above  the  reach  of  the  higheft  tide.  Thefe  obfervaiions 
led  him  to  conclude,  that  the  north- weft  part  of  the  Welcome, 
which  is  in  general  low  land,  has  been  overflowed  at  fome  for- 
mer period,  and  that  there  might  have  been  a  communication 
between  the  Dobaunt  Lake  and  the  Chefterfield  Inlet.  His  re- 
marks likewife,  when  he  was  fu  keying  Corbet's  Inlet,  tend  to 
prove  the  former  exiftence  of  fome  volcano ;  as  he  obferved  the 
fun  to  refleft  the  moft  beautiful  colours  from  the  ridge  of  rocks 
over  which  the  river  forms  feveral  catarafts.  Now  as  he  fays 
thefe  rocks  have  the  appearance  of  iron,  they  were  moft  likely 
produced  from  the  crater  of  fome  extinguiflied  volcano,  the  lava 
of  which,  being  fuddenly[cooled  by  the  atlion  of  water,  produced 
the  bafaltic  columns  which  occalioned  the  rcfledion  he  noticed. 
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I  obferved  before,  that  cod  and  ling  being  found  in  De  Fonte's 
Lake  is  no  proof  of  its  immediate  communication  with  the  fea, 
as  they  have  been  caught  in  hikes  where  the  water  is  perfectly 
frefh.  This  is  certainly  a  faft,  as  cod  and  ling,  exa611y  of  the 
fame  fpecies  as  thofe  in  the  neighbouring  feas,  excepting  that 
they  are  not  fo  thick  in  proportion  to  their  length,  are  caught 
in  the  Wennipeg  Lake,  along  the  banks  of  which  fome  fmall 
quantities  of  fait  have  likewife  been  found.    This  is  a  circum- 
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fiance  worth  attending  to.  May  we  not  conclude  from  hence, 
that  when  the  fea  retired  from  the  land,  the  fifh  were  left  in  the 
valley  which  formed  this  lake,  and  as  it  would  be  a  long  while 
before  it  became  quite  frefh,  the  fucceeding  fry  might  become 
habituated  to  an  element,  in  which  they  would  have  perifhed 
had  not  the  change  been  gradually  effefted  ? 
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coNCLLsioN.  -pi^jj  change,  which  has  in  all  probability  taken  place  even 
lately  in  thofe  parts,  might  have  effaced  fome  veftiges  of  De 
Fonte's  track;  but  I  think  it  may  he-  roncluded  from  a  review  of 
the  preceding  pages,  that  there  was  a  paffage,  fuch  as  he  de- 
fcribes,  between  Hudfon's  Bay  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  redif- 
covery  of  which  appears  to  afford  great  profpeft  of  advantage 
to  the  commerce  of  this  country.  Perhaps  the  beft  way  to  effeft 
this  objeft  would  be,  to  offer  a  premium  in  fuch  manner,  and 
under  fuch  regulations,  as  I  have  propofed  in  refpeft  to  the 
Strait  of  Anian ;  as  it  is  very  evident  had  Mr.  Duncan,  when  in 
the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus  in  1 787,  been  certain  of  a  re- 
ward, he  would  have  profecuted  a  difcovery,  whi  '  'he  commer- 
cial interefls  of  his  owners  alone  obliged  him  to       .rqui"-.. 
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AGUILAR,  (Mai tin)  difcovers  Cape 
Blanco,  and  an  opening  near  to  it,  79. 

Ai, ARtoN  (Fernando)  arrives  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Gulphof  California— enters  the 
Colorado  or  North  River — Ramafio's  ac- 
count of  his  Expedition,  62, 

Aleutian,  AndreanofF  and  Fox  Iflands  dif- 
covered  by  the  Ruflians,  and  called  the  Ca- 
therina  Archipelago,  40. 

American  Continent.  Obfervations  on  its 
northern  part,  155 — lately  emerged  from 
the  Tea,  ibid. 

Andreanopf  Ifl.ind5,  40. 

An  I  AN,  Straits  of,  fuppofed  to  be  the  com- 
munication between  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific Oceans,  58 — enquiry  concerning  their 
name,  100  to  116. 

Ara TH  APEScow,  or  Great  Slave  Lake,  85 

135.  '39- 

B 

BAFFIN,  (fee  Bylot)  Remarks  on  his  ac- 
count of  Lancaller's  Sound,  83,  His  firll 
voyage  compared  with  Ferrer  de  Maldo- 
nado's,  97. 

Barlow,  (and  Knight)  their  voyage  and 
lofs,  38. 

Behring,  (Captain)  his  expedition — Vifits 
the  Coaft  of  America  with  Tfchiriflcoft",  40. 

Belle  Lake,  probably  part  of  the  Great 
Slave  Lake,  138.    Tide  flows  into  it,  146. 

Bernarua,  his  track,  obfervations  on. — 
llland  of  ConibafTet  and  Peninfula  recog- 
nized, 130  and  131. 

But  NO,  (,C.ibrera)  His  account  of  the  (hip 
St.  Augullr.i's  voyage,  76. 

BuTTOv,  (Thomas)  vifits  Hudi'jn's  Bay«— 
difcDvers  Carey  Swan's  Nell-^winters  at 
Port  Nclfon,  auJ  refumes  hij  difcoveries, 
a8. 


Buache  (Monf.)  cited,  68,  76,  100 — 106, 
112. 

Bylot  (and  Baffin)  vifit Hudfon's  Bay,  29— 
(Ilf'-over  the  Mill  Iflands  and  Cape  Comfort 
30 — vifit  Davis's  Straits,  Horn  Sound  and 
Womens  Iflands,  fee  the  inlets  called 
Smith,  Wha'e,  Jones,  and  Lancaller's 
Sounds,  30  and  31— Sail  thro'  Baffin's 
Sttaits,  32. 

C 

CABOT  (Sebaftian)  difcovers  Newfoundland 
and  p.irt  of  the  Coaft  of  Am-.'rica,  12. 

Ca  m  r  I  l  lo,  (Juan  Rodriguez)  ex<imines  the 
the  weft  coall  of  California,  63 — difcovers 
Cape  Wcndocino,  64. 

California  difcovered,  60— Obfervations 
on  its  Gulf,  62,  63. 

Canadian  Traders,  their  difcovciic 3,85 

Catherina  Archipelago  difcovered 
by  Behring,  40. 

Cha(>j;e,  (Martin)  his  voyage,  14. 

Chesterfield  Inlet,  fecn  by  Mot.rc 
and  Smith's  Boats,  44.  examined  1-y 
Chriilopher,  45,  46— examined  again  by 
Duncan,  54, 

Christoi'her,  (Capt.)  fent  to  explore 
Chellerfield  Inlet,  4; — fent  again  with 
Norton— their  account  of  the  inlet,  46, 

Cibola  difcovered  by  Mark  de  Niza,  59. 

CoGi ao  LAKk',  140. 

Columbus,  (Ch)  difcovers  Americ.i,  9 — 
fends  ais  brother  to  England,  12, 

Cook,  (Capt.)  his  voyage,  50— clifcovtrj 
Icy  Cape,  84 — his  account  of  Prince 
William's  Sound,  with  obferv.itions  there- 
on, 89,  90,  91 — his  reafons  for  not  ex- 
ploring the  Str.aits  of  De  Fonte,  127. 

Corbet's  Inlet  examined  by  Mr.  U.ii- 
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CONMHASSET.   Ifland  and  Pcninfula,    130, 
.36. 

Copper  Mini  Rivbr  vifited  by  Mr. 
HearnCf  47. 

Corona  DO  (Francifco  Vafquez)  difcovcrs 
Teguayo,  60 — andQuivira,  61. 

CoRTEREAL  (Gafpar  de)  vifits  Newfound- 
land, and  difcovers  Labrador,  13,  1 1 1. 

Cortes  difcovers  California,  60. 
D 

DAVIS,  (John)  his  firll  voyage,  19 — his 
fecond  voyage.  20 — his  third  voyage,  21. 

Dixon    (Capt.)  difcovers  Charlotte's  Illcs, 

'33- 
DiJNCAN,  fMr.)  fcnt  to  attempt  a paflage 
thro' HuJfon's  Bay,  52 — arrives  at  Marhlf 
Idand,  and  examines  Corbet's  Inlet,  53 — 
examines  Chellerfield  Inlet,  54 — his  ac- 
count of  the  Straits  of  De  Fuca,  67— of 
the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,   134.. 

E 
EDLAND  LAKE  of  Mr.  Hcame  fuppofcd 
to  be  the  fame  as  Dc  Fonte's  Lake,  139. 

F 

FONTE.  (Bartholomew  dc)  His  narrative. 
128  to  132 — his  lake  the  fame  as  the  Ed- 
land  Lake  of  Hcame,  and  communicates 
wilh  kepulfe  B.iy,  139 — objedions  to  his 
narrative  confidered,  145 — the  names  of 
places  therein  like  the  Nootka names,  153. 

Fov  IiLAKDt  d'''.overed  by  the  Ruffians,  40 

J"ox  (Lucas)  fails  into  Hudfon's  Bay  and 
anchors  at  Marble  Ifl.-md,  then  proceeds 
up  the  Welcome,  and  vifits  Carey  Stvan's 
Neft  and  the  Mill  Idands,  34— ilifcovers 
King  Charles's  Promoniory,  Cap>;  Maria, 
and  LordWellon's  Portland,  35. 

Fkobisher  (Sir  Martin)  vifi'.s  Frieflandaiid 
Labrador,  and  difcovers  Fiobilhcr's  Straits, 
15 — difcovers  Well  Fricfland,  16 — obfer- 
vations  on  his  Straits,   17 

Frozen  Ocean  fecn  by  Maldonado,  82 — 
by  Canadian  Traders,  85. 


Fuca  (Juan  de)  Sails  through  an  Inlet  into 
a  large  Sea,  64 — obfervations  on  his  voy- 
age, 65,  66— his  Straits  vifited  by  Englllh 
veffels  in  1787,  66— his  Sea  navigated  by 
an  American  veffel,  66. 
G 

GIBBONS  (Captain)  vifits  Labrador,  29.. 

GiLLAM  (Zachary)  Account  of  his  voyage, 
and  remarks  thereon  37,  38. 

Grosselieks  (Mr.)  carried  out  by  Gillam, 
145 — his  account  of  the  Lakes  north  of 
Montreal,  146. 

H 

HALL,  (Capt)  his  voyage  to  Davis's  Straits, 
«5— Voyage  with  Richards,  26, — Voyage 
to  Greenland,  and  Death,  28. 

HAWKsiiitiuaE,  (Cnpt.)  Account  of  his 
voyage  by  Fox,  32. 

Hbarne,  (Mr.)  difcovers  the  Copper  Mine 
.ind  its  River,  47 — paflcs  by  Arath.ipefcow 
L.ike  on  his  return,  48. 

H  E  c  t  r  A ,  (Don  Rruno)  account  of  his  expe- 
dition and  difc.ovcries,  48,  49. 

Hun  SON,  (Capt.)  difcovers  the  Strait  and  Bay 
which  bear  his  name,  and  periihes,  27. 

J 

JAMES,  (Thomas)  Account  of  his  voyage  to 

Hudfon's  Bay.  35,  36. 
Japanese  Map,  (of  Kxmpfer)  Remarks  on, 
87,  88,  89. 

K 
KNIGHT,   his  firft  voyage  in  company  with 
Lindcn.iu  and  Hall,  24— -his fecond  voyage 
and  de.ith,   2;,   26. 
Knk. HT  and  Bari. ow,  fent  on  a  voyage, 
au'i  loft,  38. 

L 
LINDEN  AU,  (Godflte)  his  voyage  to  Green- 
land. 2;. 
Lancasier,  (Capt  )  his  account  of  a  N.W. 
pafHige,  91,  92— Voyages  made  in  confe- 
qu..Micc  tiiereof,  93  to  97 — w.is  acquainted 
with  Mald'inado's  voyage,  93. 
Lowrie  andGuisE,  133. 
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LoARiA  or  LoAYiAt  (GaiCiaj)  his  voyage, 
8i,  III. 

M 

MACKENZIE  (Mr.)  difcoversWhale  Ifland 

86-136. 
Magellan  difcovers  the  "'raits  called  by 

his  name,  9. 

Maldonado,  (Ferrer  dc)  Account  of  his 

voy.ige,  76— fails  thro'  a  Strait  into  the 

Frozci-  Ocean,  82— p.ndes  thro"   a  Strait 

that  fepnratcs   Afia  from  America,  which 

he  called  the  Stmit  of  Aniaii.  77— obferva- 

ticns  on  his  voy.igc,  81,  82. 

Maurllle,  (Antonio)  his.Journ.il,   127— 

pul'lilhed  by   the  Sp.iniards,    in  order  to 

mifle.id  Capt.  Cook,   128. 

Me  ARKS  (Cipt)  winters  in  PiinceWilli.im's 
Sound,   119. 

Meigulu  (D.ivid;  fails  between  Greenland 

and  Spitzbergi'ii,   14. 
Minni  ETON,  (Capt,)  account  of  him,  41  — 

explores  W.ngcr  River  aiul  Repulfv;  Kav, 

4-<  43 — his  ill  treatment,  4|., 
Molucca  Iflands,  ceded  by  Spain  to  Por- 

tu;;al,   14. 

MoNuoDDo,  (Lord)  Rcmaiks  on,  116. 
Moore   and  Smith,   their  voyage  I j,  and 

.account  of,  Chillerfield  Inlet  a^id  U'agcr 

River,  44, 

MuNCK,  (Jen:j)  his  voy.age  toIIiKllorrs  Dav, 
where  he  wintered  in  ivJunck's  Harbour, 
33- 

N 

KOOTKASOUND,  13,. 

NoRTMKRN  Seas,  Obfervations  on  the  na- 
vigation of  the,   116. 

Norton  (Mr.)  fcnt  with  Capt.  Chrillupher  ] 
10  examine  Chellerfitid  Inlet,  45,  50. 

Nov.i  Zembla  and  Spit7.bergen,  probably  : 
firmed  from  Icebergs,   155. 

O 

OLSERVATIONS  on  KrcbiflL-r'sStnat.,  ,7 


Ohservations   on  Gillam's  voyage,  37. 
""     ■    ■  on  Gulph  of  California, 


62. 


81. 


89. 


-  on  De  Fuca's  voyage,  65 

-  on  the  Padouca  Indians  7 1 

-  on  Maldonado's  voyage, 

•  on  Ka:mpfer'sMap,  86 — 


—  on  the  navigation  of  the 


Northern  Seas,    116. 

~ on  Bernarda's  Track,  1 3  5 

■  on  Pond's  Narrative,  136 
" ■  on  the  North  of  th*;  Ame- 
rican Continent,   155. 
P 


PADOUCAS   (or  Welih  Indians)  Remarks 
on,  71,  7i,  73. 

I'eche    (Thomao)  fiijs  within  the  Straits  of 
Anian,  80. 

Penei.osso  (Don  Diego)    laS. 
I  PiCKERSGiLL,   (l.icut.)  fcnt  to  furvev  C.-if- 
I      fill's  E.iy,  and  mifcarries,   51. 
j  PoNo,  (Peter)  Obferv.ations  on  his  narrative, 
;       '36.   137,   ij8. 

;  PoRTucuESB,  their  Difcoveries  in  Afric.i. 
j      4— vifit  Wcfl  Coall  of  America,   102. 
Ptolemy,    Obfervations  on  his  Geography 
of  India,   iij. 

■  R 

REPULSE  BAY  h.as  a  communication  with 
i      the  Frozen  Ocean,   142,   1.1.4. 
j  Richards   (Carllen)  and  Hall  make  an  un- 
fuccefsful  voy.ige,  26. 

R0N<yJlLLO,      (i'hillip    de)     |2i? Scr.lit3 

named  alter  him.   .  32-,uppofcd  to  be  "the 
Cogead  Lake  of  Mr.  Hcarne,   140. 
S 
St.   AUGUSTIN,   (Ship)  Account  of  h.-r 

vov.ige  and  lofs,  by  Cabrera  B.ieno,  ;6. 
Jit.  Lazarus,  (Archipelago of)  c.x-plorc'd  by 
Duncan,   52— recognized  by  Lowrio,  1  53 
>      — hyllan.na,  134-by  Duacan,  1,4. 
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ScROGbs,  (Capt.)  Account  of  hit  expedition 
to  the  Welcome,  and  of  the  Copper  Mine. 

39" 
Shapely,  (Capt.)  132. 
Smith.    See  Moore. 
Spitzbergen.     See  Nova  Zembla. 
Spaniards  ell.iblifh  ports  at  Monterey  and 

San  Franfifco,  79.  *  --  •^;. 

T 
TURNER,  (Mr.)  his  account  of  Cedar  and 

Winnipeg  L.ikes,  &c.   151,   152. 
TscHiRisKOFF.  Scc  Bchring. 

U 
UMFREVILLE,  (Mr.)   153. 

V 
VASCO,  (de  Gama)  fails  round  the  Cap.  Af 

Good  Hope  to  the  iVI.il.ibar  Coaft,  6. 
Velasco,   (Lake)  fuppofec  to  be  the  Ar.v 

thapefcow  or  Great  Slave  Lake,  135. 


Verazanni  difcoveri  Canada,  and  ia  flain 
in  his  fecond  voyage  by  the  natives  of  that 
country,  7. 

Vizcaino,  (Sebaftian)  his  firft  voyage,  76 
— fecond  voyage,  78>^Jfcovers  ports  San 
Diego  and  Monterey,  79— obfervations  on 
his  voyage,  98. 

WAGER  RIVER  difcovered  and  explored 

by   Middleton,  42— —again  explored  by 

Moore  and  Smith,  44. 
Weymouth,  (George)  Account  of  his  voy- 

•nge  and  difcovcry,  22,  23. 
Whale  Island  difcovered  by  Mackenzie, 

86. 

Y  *    \:-:-"-^:^', 

YOUNG,  (Lieut.)  hU  voyage  to  Baffin'* 
Bay,  and  ill  fuccefs,  ja. 
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